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The PREFACE to the Reader. 


FT” HE Occcaſion of thu following Treatiſe,was 
the extravagant Doftrine of YNe-eriſt- 

ence; which of late hath been ſo warmly manag'd, 
that it wants but a | 'ttle more to be made @ 17th. 
Article in the Creed of ſom? perſons.] bawe pur- 
{ud the humour, but yet as Comordians do, wher: 
they dreſs up an Ape, to mak? it appear more ridi- 
= : The Ingenious will diſcern it at firſt ſight. 
To ſuch as enquire the real Deſign of this Publi- 
cation, ] anſwer, the grarver Conferences carry their 
meaning in their Frontiſpiece; and the more jo- 
coſe are not without their mo#t ſolid Morals ; 
which perhaps may be more taking to ſome Read- 
ers, than if they bad appear d in a common Dreſs. 
In the whole Diſcourſe I have advanc'd many 
things wholly new «nd unblown upon, more eſpe- 
cially in the 14th. Dialogue, where the Nature, 
Conceptions, and Attions of unbody*d Spirits 
are diſftinftly treated of. If I am ask'd for my Au- 
thoritzes, I anſwer, What appears reaſonable, 
wants no other Recommendation than being 
ſo; and asto what appears over ſtrange, Let the 
Reader conſider that Philoſophy had never been 
improy*d had it not been for new Opinions ; 
which afterwards were reiify'd by abler Pens, 
and ſo the firſt Notions were loſt and nameleſs, un- 
der new Superſtrattures; but ſuch a Fate us tov 
_ for my Tudgment to repine at, cr my 

anity to hope for. 

Perhaps I have morereaſonto beg pardon of my 
Brethren, the Members of th: Athenian S0ct- 
ety, than of the World, in that I have only rre11- 
tion'd the Subject to them qwithout taking the'r ad- 
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The Preface ta the. ». ! 
wice in the Compoſure 3 but my Impaticht Book: 
Seller, oledging the nearne[s En Term, occa- 
foon'd the burrying it into the Preſs ; ſome of pur 
Members being juſt now gone out of Town,& ſome 
retir'd at preſent to their Effates in the Countrey. 

However, to make amends for any thing of 
Errors which have happen'd by haſte, and want 
of review, { which are many ) 1 think fit to pro- 
wiſe the World T'wo more Pieces, which ſhall 
have the inſpeition of the whole Society, ——— 
As this only pretends to(Itſions of theSoul, 
befoze it comes into the Body 3 ſo c6e orber 
70 will treat Of the entiments of the 
Sotl when in the Body, viz. in Infancy, 
Dreams,Trances, Dotage. &c. and the manner 


of its Exiſtence in a ſeparate ſtate, ri! ir « 
Joyn'd again 10 the Body. | 

The Firſt Treatiſe is Matter of Ridicule, and 
4 Dream ; (ſee the laſt Dialogue. ) The Two 
following will bear more grave Diſcourſes, being 
certain lruths , and perhaps the deepeſtMyfte- 
ries that Revelation or Natural Philoſophy 
can treat of ; and we hope they may be ſo manag'd 
as not to be a little welcome to the world both as to 
removing many falſe Notions, and advancing 
lomething new. 

One thing more I have to offer, that whereever the Reader 
meets with ſuch Terms as Time, Place, or Mater attributed 
#) Spirits, hz tabe 'em not according to the common accepta- 
tion, but as ſrmething that bears ſuch properrion to$pirits, 
as Time, Place and Matrer do to Bodies. 

T have done, and doubt nt but to meet with bath Applauſes 
and Hiiling, ard in both Partics, from ſuch as think them- 
ſelves ſuffictent Judges : But I beg their Pardon, if I'm con- 
Ce-'d at neither ; being reſold to continue as ſecret and inviſi- 
ble as the B:irgs of Pre exiſtent Spirits, 
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'* "The Contents of the 
Several DIALOGUES. 


| A Prefatory Dialogue between the SecretaZ 
ry of Fate #»d rhe Author*s Sonl. 
1. Between the Spirits of a Poct and s Drun- 
kard. | 


2. Between the Syirits of a Jacobite and a Wil- 
liamite, about the Royal Congreſs. 

2. Between the Spirits of a Baſtard and a Necro- 
mancer. 

4. Between the Militia of Rational Souls. 

5. Between the Two Orders, Rational and Ve- 
gitable. | 

6. Between Mercory, a Pre-exiſtent Spirit, 4 
Dead Man, Charon, and Hobbs. 

7. Between Two Spirits upon the Ramble, and 
tbe Spirit + þ an Ulurer that bad ftrang!'d 
himſelf, and walk'd in a Church-yard, about 
bis 6wn Tomb. 

8. Between Two Spirits, the Order of Vegita- 
ble Souls, and Cupid. 

9. Between an Aſtrologer and a Mountebank. 

10, Between Two Spirits, about the Retrogra- 
dation of the Dragon's-Head and Tail. 

I 1. Between a Spirit and his Friend, lately Im- 
body'd in an Infant. 

12. Between the whole Order of Rational Souls, 
and Two Intelligencers from the orher 
World. 

I 2. Between the Spirits of an Emperor and 4 
Beggar. 

14. Between Two Spirits that made @ Contra# 
to keep a Correſpondence, whoever came t» be 
Embodied firft, ; Jo 


15. Betwixe'T'wo Spirits, «bout the Muſick of 
the Spheres. 

16. Between The Spirits of « poor Doffor and bis 
Friend, and a modern Philoſopher, alias 
Sharper, _ 

17. Between Two Spirits on the Ramble, and a 
Flight of Witches, with their Guides 

18. Between Two Spirits that are to be Mayor 
and Mayoreſs of a certain Corporation ; 

| when they come into their Bodies. 

19. Between the Parcz, ( viz. Clotho, Lache- 

ſis, and Atropos, ) and « Book-Seller. 

| 20. Betwees a Tranſmigrated Soul, and a 

Uabodied Spirit. 
21. Between the whole Conſiſtory of Spirits, 
examining a Heretick Soul , about ſome new 
| Dottrines held forth in oppoſition to the com- 

l mou receiv'd Opinions of the Fitherial Fra- 
ternity. 

22. Between the whole Conſiſtory of Spirits, 
being # Diſcovery of Vulgar Errors, receiv'd 
by that ſuppos'd Heretick Spirit yet a Priſoner. 

23. Between the Spirit of one that is to bea 
Member of the ATHENIAN SOCIETY, 
a Correſpondent, and of ſome that are to he 
Queriſts. 

24. Between the Spirits of a General, @ Mid- 
wife, and ax Executioner. 

25. Between the Spirits of Two Projettors, 

26. Between Two Travelling Spirits. 

2.7. Between the Spirit that us to be laſt Embodied, 
and the Spirit that # to be firſt re-united to its 
Body at the Day of Judgment. 

28. Betwixt Two Spirits, one that pretends to de= | 
deny Pre-exiſtence, aud the other, to prove it. | 
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PROPOSALS 


For Printing a Book, Entituled, 
The young Students LIBRARY 3; 


Containing Extracts and Abridgments of all 
the moſt Valuable Books Printed either in 
land, or in the Foreign Fournals, from 

the Year 65, to this preſent Time, — To 
which will be added an Introdufton to the 
Uſe of Books, in 4 New Eſſay upon all ſorts 
Learning: Written by the Athentan 

octety, The Propoſal: are as follows. 


I. Hat this Volume will contain (as is 
ſuppoſed ) about One Hundred and 
Twenty Sheets, Printed in a very fair Let- 
ter, and of the ſame ſize with our ſeveral 
Mercuries and Supplements, that it may bind 
up with them, or be fold ſingle to thoſe 
who deſire it. 

IL The Subſcribers to give 16 5s. for each 
Book in Buires, whereof 5 5. to be paid at 
the Time of Subſcription, and 5. atthe 
Delivery of the Book 3 which, conſidering 
the exceflive Dearneſs of Paper,and Charge 
of procuring the Foreign Fournals,is not dear. 

III. To encourage all Perſons that ſhall con- 
contribute to the procuring of Snbſcripti- 
ons, he or they that ſhall procure Subſcri- 
ptions for 6 Books, ſhall not only have a 
7th. gratis, (which will reduce it to about 
8 5, 74. per Book,) but ſhall alſo have given 
'em in the New Eſſay upon Learning , and 
an Emblem of the whole Athentan Docte- 
tp, Drawn ina Folio Pare. 

IV 


; Pzopolgls, bcc. > -C35 FF 

TV. That for a farther Encourapementto all 
Subſcribers (avd to render our Undertaking 
the move compleat, ) there ſhall alſo he 4 
large Alphabetical Table givenin to all thoſe 
that (ublcribe z which. ſhall comprehend 
the Contents of this Volume, and of all 
the Athenian Yercurtes and: Supple- 
ments Printed in the Year 1691. | 

V. All who intend to aflilt in the Adyance- 
ment of this Uſe/wi Work, are deſired to 
ſend in their Subſcriptions and Money 
with all ſpeed unto the Per/on hereunder ya- 
med, where Receipts will be given them : 
And ifthey ariſe to any Competent Number, 
the Book ſhall be finifh'd by next Lady- 
Day, (that ſo it may be added as an 4p- 
pexdix ro the Athenian Wercury tor the 
Year 91, and be bound up with ic, we de- 
ſigning an Appendix at the End of every 
Year,that ſhall comprehend all Books want- 
ing in our ſeveral Supplements,)or otherwiſe, 
the Deſign mult be ler fall by the Under- 
taker. 

VI. If any Obſftrn#ion for want of ſufficient 

- Subſcriptions, or otherwiſe, ſhould happen 

. to hinder the Printing of this Work, the 
Money fo received, ſhall be paid back upon 
giving up the Receipts. 


C——  _————_ W— _————— 
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The Undertaker is Johit Ounton, at the 
Raven in the JIoultrey , where Þ20po- 
lals are to be had, and of moſt Book- 
Sellers in London, and in the Conntrey, 
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Prefatory Dialogue 
BETWEEN 


T he Secretary of Fate andthe 
Author's Soul, 


Author's Ray look over the Minutes of 
Sonl, the Parce, and amongſt thoſe 
Eternal Volumes, ſee, when I 

am fated to commence Temporality. 

Secret. Fate; In Fune, Anno Dominl, 1664: 
according to Humane Compucation, in that 
part of the Globe which you are deſigned for. 

A. $, Well, and' what Fortune; what Poſt 
hath the Lottery of Fate afligned me ? What 
Entertainment am I to expett in a new, Ma- 
terial Manſion ? 

S. F, Your Curioſity ſeems to argue a De- 
ſire ot fixing there ; but you'll be of another 
Mind when I tell you, that Ircorporation is a 
Penalty inflicted upon Souls for their Extrava- 
gances in this World : That the Body u a Pri- 
ſon, a Clog, the molt officious Enemy you 
can meet with in betraying you xo falſe Per- 
ceptions, and irregular Concluſions.” Ia ſhort, 
youll find no- agreeable ns bur 'av-fuch 
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ps as fimply immaterial as your {etf. Now 
—_— an unconfin'd Apent, a Stranger to 
tho groſſer Terms of Body, Place and Time : 
As yet you know nothing of Magnitude, Quan- 
tity, or Motion, and thoſe innumerable Er- 
rours that refulc from them, by falſe. Notions 
of their Nature. And'when you come'into the 
other World, you'll be as great a Stranger to 
the Nature of Anye!s, Spirits, and Immaterial Be- 
mms, a5 now you arc of thoſe material ones. 
 -'S, What ſurprizing Relationsare theſe! 
Shall I ever forget this "inorganical way of 
Converſ: ? Thoſe inumediate”Conceptions , 
wittionut the Afliſtance of Senſe ? This ſimple 
Particularity of Perception, withoitiCompoſi- 
tion'or Diviſion ? In {hort, this Nagure that I 
carry about me? If ſo(deer Miniſter of Fate) 
lay down ſome Rules for me to-take along 
with me, which, after I am imbodied, may 
reſtore: this Knowledge to me, and the un- 
happy Tribe of Humanity : "Twill be a-great 
o_ of Charity, if pofſtble to be accom- 
PUINCU, —- 
S. F, 'Tis utterly impoſlible. 
A, S. =———>— Why ſo? 
S. F. Becauls that_s finite Power and an in- 
fonite Subjet are incompatible. 
A. $. tow far then is it poſſible for Huma- 
nity to-conceive 2 | 
.S,F. When the Infinite Eternal Mind was 
pleas'd to create Mater, Tue and Place, he 
cxze&nded the Cawm:improys to. confine 'em 
in. oWþbteygr is. beyond this vaFt Cone, this 
ſpaciis-Gamt 714/15 What has-beendzom Ecetni- 


times as you withdraw, and converſe with 


ty; | 


| 


| 
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ey : Show'd 1 fay really what that is, Man- 
kind oa not underſtand it, becauſg of an 
Incopgr aſty ( as urged before) betwixt the 
Power and S 


| ubjet : I might as well enjoyn'em 
zo ſine} 11h their Eyes, or tupe an Inflrument by 
ther Taſte. But however, to ſpeak as near as 
I can to their Capacities, -———— Quantity and 
Place, beyond the CeJum Empyreum, areſwal- 
lowed up, as Time is, in Eterwity. Before this 
Celum Empyreum, and its material Inclolures 
were created, all was, as now is, beyond it ; 
and when the laſt Fire (a part of rhat ma 
rial Fabrick) ſhall burn up all he rett of Mat- 
ter, and by the Fiat of its awful Creator con- 
ſume it ſelf, there ſhall be no more Marter, 
Time, or Place, but all return to the firſt Ecer- 
nal Conſtitution. Not ſo much as Bodies 
immortalliz'd ſhall be Matter, according to 
the Definition now made of it; but a new 
inexpreffible Something; which carinot be tranſ- 
lated out of the Language of Spirits, into that 
of Men : Matter is not ſo perfe&t as Immate- 
riality , Time as Eternity, Place as —_—_— 
rebility. And whatever Humane Pbilo- 
ſophers wau'd be at, I can experimentally af- 
fure*em), that they come as near an Adequate 
Conception of theſe things-- when they think 
not at all of them, as they do in their moſt 
Elevated Contemplations. However, not to 
leave 'em altogether in the dark, a Colle&ion 
of what you now do in this pre-exiſtent State 
will if deliver'd according to their Capacities) 
not make 'em leſs ignorant, eſpecially when 
they are put in mind of the Method of their 
own Living before they __ into heir _ 
B 3 Av. 
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A. $. Perhaps they will not believe, they 
ever ated ſuch things, but look upon all as a 
Dream or Fittion. What think'you of 
Pythegoras his Colledtions before he went into 
his Body ? A Copy of ſuch an Origine? muſt 
be authentick upon your Subſcription, and 
conſequently ufeful to Mankind. 

S. F. I muſt attend the Deſtimies, who are 
now Sitting in Council ; but when I return, 
Pll bring you the Orjginat out of the Regiftry, 
which you may tranſlate as near as the Lan- 
guage of Spirits can be adapted to the Lan- 
guage of Men. 
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DIALOGUE L 


Between the Spirits of a Poet, and a 
Drunkard. 


D. Ell met, Brother : Which way is 
your Flight deſign'd ? 
. P. I have juſt left the Boſan «| 
Gps to take a Proſpett of the lower World, 
to ſee if there be any Prevaration for my Re- 
ception there; And yet I'm much troubl'd at 
the Appretenſion of being cloggd with that 
uneaſie, reſtleſs Lump of Humanity, and the 
attending Conſequences make me very im- 
patient. | 
D. Why fo? What Conjedures have ye ? 
P. *Tisthe wantof reaſonable Conjeftures; 
for by all the Obſervations I can make of my 
Temper, 1 cannot reſolve my felf whether 
Im a Male, or a Female Spirit, Byt why dol 
thus buſie my felt about Sexes ? Certainly *tis 
ominous, and argues my Imbodying near at 
hand : Bur if after Sx 7 houſand Years Expetta- 
tion I ſhou'd be ty'd to a Poet, I ſhall reckon 
it a Fore-ſtalling my Damnation, and had 
een as good commence Devil, without any 
more adoe, and take up with one Hell. 
See you not that Wretch in yonder Grove, 
with his Hat over his Eyes, ſcratching his 
Head, tearing his Nails, and ſending his poor 
Hackney-Soul about, like a Spaniel Dog, to 
fetch and carry Similitudes, Rhimes, Compo- 
B 3/ ſition, 
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fition, &'c. I remember, about Thirty Years 
ſince, when he ws bur| Ebnlpatigh, hewou'd 
ſometimes break off in the midſt of a Diſ- 
cqur& without bidding God- ht 1 and awa 

to the Brooks, Groves antl Founcatds ; whith 
made me ſuſpe& the ieartiefs of a Poetick 
Preferment. But, hark !—- The Hu- 
mour of our late Companion in his new 
Lodging ! \F\# 


When formleſs and inanimate I lay, 

Sleeping m Chaos with my Fellow-Clay, 

Or &er thoſe teeming Particles bad met, 

To make this wretched Compoſition ſo compleat, 
Without my Knowledge or Concurrence, thou 
Bidſt me awake and live. — — 


Well, and what then ?!—— Why the Senſe 
is out before the Rhime : Now 'twou'd be 
charitable to a{lume an Airy Organ, and help 
him out, vis. I know not how. 

Poor Wreich! He knows not what to do, 
unlels he unfloesall, and begins again, which 
he'd as lieve be hang as attempr, having ta- 
ken ſo much pains abour it already. Oh, for 
S)/iphay's reſtieſs Stone , or Belides's leaking 
Tun ! They are, minute and pertice Tasks to 
his. Not Zic>'s Wheel has half the Torture 
of an over-haſty Period. But this is 


not all; When he has undergone the. bitter 
Throws end Pains of Rhimeſſup., then the 
Darling OR-ſpring of his Brain curns proſti- 
cute to the Abules of all the World: . The 
Praiſesof wiſe Men are fo few,that theirVoice 
is loſt in ſo large a Theatre; and the nume- 

rous 


rous Applauſes of Fook are too loud a $can- 
dak ——- And aferall this, I&t not piry the 
poor Rogue ſhou'd take ſuch pains to be dam- 
ned ? For there's not One Poet in Five Thou- 
fand that eſcapes. It had gone hard +with 
Ouldham himſelf, it it had not been for the 
Penance of his own Satyrs. - Say, Fellow-In- 
materiality: What ſhall I do? Ican never 
look down upon a Couple of Lovers, but 'm 
afraid their Toying will end in making an 
Heliconian Priſon for me ; eſpecially if the In- 
namorato 15 for Balls, Maſquerading, and Love- 
Sonnets. | 
D. Alas, Brother ! I'm all Refentment and 
Pity. | Little do Mortals think what Plague 
we are at, about the Lodging and Entertain- 
ment we expect at their Hands: But 
for'my part, your Apprehenſions of Incorpo- 
ration are all Charms, and Sweetnelſs, to the 
diſmal Reception I look for. 
P.— VVhy, what's the matter with you ? 
D.— TI can never leave our happier Re- 
gions, to vilit tho lower Elements, but, before 
Iam aware, I find my felf amongſt Sea Fow], 
hovering over Rivers, Ponds and Marihes, 
admiring the Scaly Sholes, and envying the 
Paſtime of thoſe ever thirſty Revellers. Now, 
V Vhat can this mean, but that Pm ordain'd t o 
aituate a Onunkarbd ? And if ſo, Hell is a 
Toy to ſuch a Confinement : This Moment 
wou'd I plunge into the boundleſs Deptiis, to 
be ſecur'd from ſuch a Companion. But why 
that ralh Thought? Is not Hell alſo crowded 
with*em ? And are not its Horrours doubled 
by their Confeflion ? Yet, if Hzll coud be 
B 4 Fell 
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Hell without *em, *rwou'd be a happy Place, 
and nothing in't of the Beaſt, Antick or Non- 
ſenſe, but a rational Complaint of Deſpair; 
VVonder not, dear Brother, at my deeper 
Reflections, till you've conſider'd yonder Fi- 


gure at the Old D-——/-Tavern. V Vhatthink 
you of their Motions, Converſe and Paflions ? 
Suppoſe all their Diſcourſe were taken in 
Short-band, and the weakeſt Perſon amongſt 
*tm ſhou'd have a View of the whole when 
he's in a Adood of Thinking i V Vould not he 
bluſh- at ſuch Follies, at ſuch an unaccounta- 
ble Expence of Time; eſpecially if he thoughe 
an Hour fo ſpent was of equal length with any 
other Hour in the Line of Lite, and muſt be 
equally accounted for ? Alas! VVho wou'd 
ſuppoſe that Souls, cloyſter'd up in theſe ſen- 
ſualizd, unthinking Statues, were ever 'our 
Companions | Come, let's retire towards our 
peaceful Regions, and not be V Viteneſles of 
what a Mid-night Scene produces. A Poet's 
Struifpre! afraid of a Poetick Manſion ! 'Tis a 
Paradiſe; to what I dread. Nor is there any 
Spirit in all our Qrder, that can be afraid of 
ſuch a Body, but I muſt meer with ic in this 
Epitome of all Plagues. A Drunkard can be 
Poet, Bepgar, Cully, Buffoon, or any thing : So 
that Iam like to meet with the moſt abjet 
Slavery in Nature. | 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE IL 


Between the Spirits of a Jacobite 
and a Williamite, about the 
Royal Congreſs. 


W.T FP, yelazy Dog: Arenot ye aſham'd 
uU to kennel and ſnore in that Star, ill 


it ſmells again of Drowſineſs ? | 

F. VVho's there ? Now, are not 
you a ſpiteful Spirit, to diſturb my Relt, when 
you have taken yours ? You are juſt 
crept out of ſome ftix'd,idle Luminary, where 
you have had no jolting, nor diſturbance, and 
come to perplex me, who am already Topſie- 
turvy with the ſwift Motion of my Erratick 
Manſion, which moves at leaſt a Hundred 
Miles a Minute. It I am out in my 
Computation, *tis becauſe I'm ſcarce awake. 

W. Ariſe, prating, and let's away to the 4/- 
ſination. 

F.—— VVhat Afignation ? VVhat oye 
dream of ? Have ye calld in at Aquarizs, for 
a Dram o' the Pitcher 2 

W. No, no: A Royal Congreſs of all the 
Princes in Chriſtendom are met together, and 
Thouſand Thouſands of naked Souls are 
crowding for Commiſſions, to inſpire the ſuc- 
ceeding Generation of that illuſtrious Gon- 
vention, 


7. VVell, 


The 'dbe "T of 


F. VVell, Ido'nt care, I wait for new Re- 
volutions; but if I did nor, I woud notbudge 
one Fdot, fat Pia ſure we cant all ſpectl z and 
*wou'd vex me to the Heart to put in for 8 
Prince*s Off-ſpring , and yr turnras They the Worden 
Hor {e in St. Cn Park, e turn Cobler. 

: VVel, I'm lth to ſpoil the old' Tenet 
in the other VVorld, that 4 Souls are equal, 
and arc only drverſify'd by the Diſpoſitions of their 
Organs ; or I'd proclaim thee a mean, little 
Soul, fcarce fit to animate Plants and Mine- 
rals. No 

F.— Pray, be gone abeut your Buſineſs : 
I tell you once more, Fm for a broad Sword 
and a Centry-Box at the End of the Camll : And 
for your Proclamations, 'tis not good T catch 
- tranſprefling npon the Grafs, left I eake the 

orteiture, and give you a Sirapade or two in- 
co the bargain. 

IF. I believe you are a Jacobite-Soul, or 
you wou'd not abſent from! the Congreſs: 

7.—— PerhapsI am, <— and it may be 
I ſhall have 2 greater Commiſion than I tell 
you of : But this I cnn aſſure you, there are 
many Tacobites that will come in for Com- 
miffions,' with private Lew?dores in their Fobs, 
in ſpight of all che Care and Diligence that 
can he us'd to the contrary. 

IV.2——— *Tis poffible : But what's the If- 
ſue of it? You fee Fove has taken» a 
particular Care of the Brirſh Monarch's Perſon 
arid Concerns, —- and every Seffrons rhe 
Triangalar Supporter preaches a late Repentance 
to his Enemies, 
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PF. I don't value that; that can on- 
ze | ly diſcompole the Body which I ſhall be ty'd 
id | co, atid fo I ſhall be the fooner at liberty a- 
4 | gain for more Rambles. 
on W.— You're miſtaken; you'll find other 
Obligations upon your ſelf when you came to 
et || beincorporate, than you now dream bf. But 
zl, | ruch and take th'other Nap, whilſt I 
cir |} attend, and know how to be happy, cither 
tle F in my own, or in my Companioh's good 
16- | Succeb. 
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ch DIALOGUE III 
the 
inf Between the Spirits of a Baſtard and 
vn a Necromancer. 

bef B--TReach Patience tome l.—_ O Hell 
tell and Fury ! That I who was the great 


arc} Comrade of Alexander, Fulins Ceſar, Ariſtotle 
M-3 and Cato Utican's Souls, ſhoud now at length be 
obs, cloyiter'd up in an Oyfer-Wench's Baſtard a 
hath ſaw the Saracen's-Head Porter and her at work, 
bur I little thought the Teeming Embrio was 
If defign'd for me. Alas, from how great Hopes 
n” a} am fallen! The preſent Lews and bs Alle 

attended me like Lacquies, and if I had not 
the} been upon the Ramble at their firft want of 
mce} Motion, I had certainly had the Refuſal of 

thoſe Commiſlions ; but now I muſt away, 

and into ſuch a Body too, as humble Ir«s 


(were 


nt ..a ee 
The YBnenfHred on 


{were he tow alive) wou'd ſcorn the baſe Al- 
liance, Now muſt Idrudge about with Dan- 
dry-Combi, and Small Coal-Betty, orelſe move 
a Thoughtlefs Lump, from Door to Door, 
and often meet, inſtead of Bread, the threat- 
ning Charity of Bridewell. Add yet to this, 
Kib'd Heels, a Snotty Noſe, and part of E- 
gypils Plagues. — Ah Conſtantine, when 
only thou and I were Candidates for the Ro- 
wan Sceptre, T little thought of ſuch an home- 
ly Cottage. O Rage, V Vretchedneſs! 

N. — VVho's this that talks of Rage 
and V Vretchedneſs, without comparing his 
with my hard Fate ? A bafe born Embrio to 
enliven ? *Tis a happy Reſidence to mine ! If 
Fate wou'd but give me my Choice, I'd bug 
eh2 Brat; nay, Id give my Hopes of future 

Pppineſ5 to boot, and think't anealie, cheap 

arnation to what I muſt of force endure. 

B. How |. Now my Impatience 
coois, and grows milder, to think that the De- 
itinics have not lefr me the only Stigmatiz'd 
Eyfor:une. But how, in what great Inſtance 
am [I thus out-done ? 

N. A young Ienatian juſt form'd, when ſe- 
veral of us pricking in the Lottery of Fate, he 
fell to my Share 5 whereupon I rad in thoſe 
Brazen Volumes, and found that he will be a 
Necromazcer : Alas, how ſhall T be treated from 
thofe Ofciows Imps of Darkneſs, (the Afliſters 
of that Black Art,) which I have fo often cha- 
f:4 out of theſe purer Regions, when they 
have becn upon their haſty Errands ? 
Or what can I expe& from our own Society, 
when I my elf ſhall hereafter come y- the 

nig 


ſame Account, wounted up:n a drudging Fallen 
Angel, being ty'd to too great a Lump of Clay 
to foar aloft, 3s now Pm usd to do, now Im 
a pure Agent, uncon(train'd and free, oblig'd to 
truckle ro no Humane Laws? Bur, alas! my 
Freedom is about to ſink, Incorporation beckens 
me, (a Law ſeverer than all the Ten to 
Mankind, —< — The firſt Choice I now 
expe&t, is to commence Funio» Devil, and 
wear th'Impoſtor's Badge. 1 fell my elf, to buy 
Preferment in that holy Tribe. But, O the fop- 
piſh Rules that I muſt uſe, to cheat my ſelf and 
others! Such Words repeat, and fuch Cha- 
racers draw ; ſuch antick Poſtures ufe, and 
fuch Familiars entertain : And then the Con- 
ſequence of all this is only to pleaſe this Senſe, 
or gratifie that Malice ; when all's a moft egre- 
gious Cheat and Fiction, only the Enfurance 
of Damnation is real. I remember Dr. Fax- 
fa#'s Spirit ſaid as much to me, and boaſted 
how he'd fool the Devil : But when he came 
to be inclogd in Fleſh, he ſtreighe unattive 
grew, dull, and incapable to think, proje&, 
or judge of what he undertook ; and when he 


; dar'd to play about the fiery Ditch, he fell, and 


ſunk for ever. 

B.— Alas, hard Fate !——- Well, ſince 
we muſt away, where is this Jeſuit tolive?— 
Say,— that when our Bodies are aſleep, we 
may meet, converſe, and pity one another's 
Hardſhips. 

N. Within Ten Miles of London.-—- 
He that can play at Legerdemain with Hell, can 
eafily Bilk an Af of Parliament. 

B.---+ True :--- I ſhall find you out. 

-—__ DIALOGUE 


DIALOGUE 1V. 
Between the Militia of Rational Souls. 


Capt. Ell, Gentlemen, the Quarrel in- 

_ creaſes betwixt the Souls of owr 
Order, and thoſe of the Yegitable; ] can't yer 
tell what will be the Event, but I think it 
Wiſdom. to diſcipline our ſelves in the Art of 
War, ,which we have almoſt loſt, *tis fo long 
ſince the Skirmiſh of Aſichae! axd by Avgel, 
with the Devil and by. 1 was but Lieutenans 
then, and brought up the File next the lowe: 
Rank of Angels, but we quickly did the Buſt- 
neſs when we came to engage > and I doybe 
not but we ſhall have the Succeſs againſt 
theſe turbulent Yegitable Spirits, if they —_—_ 
ceed to muſter. 

Liext. 1. But, pray Captain, what Remachy 
did the Aftrologers and Virtues of the little, 
heavy Globe, called Earth, make on the A- 
Eon 2 

Capt. V Vhy, truly, ( as one of our Order, 
thatheld Correſpondence with 'em, told us,) 
they retir'd to their Cloſets, and were ready 
tocrack their Brains3 all the Pious went to 
Prayers, and not one amongſt that Race, but 
were almoſt diſtracted. The Roaring of our 
Vehicles they GaJla Thunder , our Balls they cal- 
led Thunder-bo!ts; and our Priming with the 
Antiperiſt aſis of Snow and Spiritons Sulphure, that |. 
they call'd Lightning; and all this + Fo a |' 

| Iracie, 


Miracle, that "twas in their Chronicles. 
But another remarkable P was this ; 
the Elements clear'd up, and venturd 
out of their Houſes again, to view the Hea- 
vens, when we .had juft routed the Rebels, 
and were in purſuit of *em, leaping from Star 
ro Star ; which made the gazing V Vorld be- 
low us think *twas a Shooting of Stars. 
But to the Buſineſs in hand : Is our whole 
Number here ? of 

Liew, Yes, Captarm. 

Capt. Very well. — Silence there.—— 

To the Right, Totbe Right, To the Right : hs 


ye were: 


To the Left, To the Left about : As ye were. 

Lieut. You make too great a Naiſe, 
the VVorld below us will be alarm'd again, 
and expect a Charge upon their Heads. 

Capt.— V Vho'sthere, that Catechiles me? 
Set him upon Charle.*s Wain, with twoDozen 


of Thwunder-bolts at his Heels, and to abide the 


firſt Charge of our Isfantry tor his Sawcineſs.-- 
So, very well :—— Mind that third File. — 
Keep in Order, or you ſhall ride with your 
Companion. Silence there behind,—_— 

Exhbale new V, apours. 

Conden{e new Clouds. 

Shape your Clouds into Vehicles, 

Prepare your Balls and Heasl-ſtones. 

Prime with Snow, 

Ram down, 

Advance, 

Preſent. 

Charge, 


Liewt. 


Lieut. Oh, dear Captain, How am f 
pelted ! See how the Region is ſcowr'd be- 
hind me for Three Hundred and Fifty 
together : Then what muſt I ſuffer, that am 
fo near your roating Muzzles. 

Capt,— Enough : Let him down.—- But 
who is yonder, that makes ſuch haſte to- 
wards us ? 

Meſſenger.-— O Captain, Sad News! Your 
laſt Charge has overthrown three of the Pla- 
wets Houſes, and ruin'd all their Aſpe&s, Con- 
unions, Oppoſitions, &c. that they will never 

habicable again : So that all the Afrolo- 

ick Souls are up in Conſpiracy, and ſwear a 
evenge for ſpoiling their Trade. 

Capt. How? How's that ? 

Meſſenzer. Aries, Taurus and Gemini are no 
more, and the A{fro/ogers are up in Arms. 

Sj Affrologers dare neither plot not fight, 
unleſs they confult the Stars. — Now, if the 
Plancts Houſes are broke down, the Art is bu- 
Tied in the ſame Ruines : So that there's n6 
Yanger of any thing but Noiſe, or Revolt to 
the Vegitable Souls. Well, Lieutenant, for 
the future you'll learn to be more modeſt ;---- 
See that you take a Liſt of Names, and call a 
Rendeſvouz, for Exerciſe once a Week, and re- 
member to fill up the Places of ſuch Souls as are 
ſent into the other World : You need not 
trouble your ſelf about your Charge, it will 
laſt but ill 1697. *Tis ſaid the Mileznium be: 
gins then. | 


DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE V. 


Between the rwo' Orders, Rational 
and Vegitable, 


Proloenter, F!!, Gentlemen, ſince weare 
all equal by Creation, and 

Inequality is only contingent by Acuation in' 
different Organs, my Opinion'is this, (though 
Pra willing to ſubmit eo-the Jadgmene of this' 
honourable Conſiftery ) that a' Woneention about! 
Superiority may, by a ſolemn Decree, be en- 
atted Oriminal, and a ſevejrePenalcy enjoynd; 
or elſe, that the 129 Orders of Spirits may 
their ſcverat Champions for a ' friendly' [Dif 
pute, and caft Lots who ſhall begin, tharwe 
may n:ver hereafter be troubl'd to compoſe 
aur contiaerd e-Erherinl Wranglings. "9 
: Both Ordehs,— AF ticndly Diſpute, deci-: 
ſive by Plutality of Voices, is the beſt Wo-! 
thod, 

 Prol. cutur — « Chuſe yotir Champion wn 


Ifr done ? 
Yes; om cho firſt T. ovlk 


Bs:h Ap 
upon the Ie ituble. UF | Ti) F- 279) 
Li) JH ©! 7 12 t is 
The Plea if om Souls for mnwly 
peer Rattonal SOoUts, 


Vegits == I-eannor' bi think'ny {elf & EX: 
treamly happy, (Moſt Rexvrend! Judges.) in + 
that ] have this: Ay Yes the Belwalf ot 


en) 


or Mixexals,) wo make my _ Defence a- 
gainſt chat imperious Ord Rational Souls, 
who daily ſebjeGt us to their Abuſes, and an- 
ticipats. the Tyranny, which their Brethren, 
now incorporate in the Lower World, ufurp 
OVET Us. 

Bur, not to tire your Patience with remote 
Circumſtances, I, ſhall only apply my ſelf to 
what's. materially pertinent to the Buſineſs in 
hand, not doubting to prove, but that we 
Qught to be equal, at leaſt, it not preferr'd up- 
onall Accounts that have ever yer been judg'd 
ſufficient for a Diſtin&tion of Priority in other 
Caſes. 340, 

| Firſt . An Apple-tree is an Exiſtent in 
Narusoy as well as 24an, and much more ob- 
ſervant of her Laws; is-never drunk nor glut- 
reno; invades flor the Right of its Neigh- 
bourss: never lyes, cigcumvents or quarrels, ne-, 
ver cries nos laughs. at Appearances of things, , 
nevet; fools nor cheats'it (elf, nor is proud of 
its, aWn Shame :: Bug all this, and greater Irre- 
gularities than theſe, are committed by Man- 
king; againit the ter. Laws of Nature. Now 
the Conſequence is plain, that Mankind being: 
gieater Aggietiors upon the Privileges of Na- 
ture than we, we mult be dearer tq Nature 
than they ; and we doubr not but the Prete- 
rence was deligred us, only they-gor the ſtare 
by fome Trigk,and Circumvention, and wou'd * 
now endeavour to perpetuate their Uſurpa- 
rions by Gulbamy, [Thus far tojour purer In- 


nocence, and exater[/Obſervance of Nature's ; . 


Laws ; which is- our ficlt Argumeac tor Prete- 
rence. I Next 


our Ooder, (whether deſign'd for Trees, Herbs, 


—_— To Ho 


Pre-erfftent Spirits. 

Next, To the Excellency of our Exiſtence 
after Incorporation ; in which, Nature ſhews 
a particular Care of us, by afluming us into 
her immediate Midwifery ; but, as if The were 
atraid to be acceſſary to the monſfroxs Procrea- 
tions of Ban, leaves him to the Caprices and 
Whimſeys of his own Luſt, ro beggt, or not 
beget, as he pleafes. And when he is begot, 
what Image bears he ? Perhaps he'll cell ye, 
the Image of the God of Nature. But we beg 
his Pardon there, and {hall take the Freedom 
to tell him, that his Vices -have effac'd chat ; 
and now, initead of his polluted Body, Legs, 
Arms, Feet, &xc. we can ſhew an innocen 
Trunk, Root, Branches, Fruit, &c. And as to 
his Immortality, we are not yet behind him 
for we can't be annihilated, but are always 
ſomewhere, or in ſome thing. Nay, thelaſt 
Fire ic felf ſhall beger in us (as well as in him) 
a more glorious Change, and not deltroy us, 
Bur as to our Converte, or Knowiedge in the 
Laws and Conftitutions of Nature, he is far 
our linferior; and he might quickly difcen ir, 
if he wou'd but 'uſe the ſame Meafures for 
Trial, as he docs with his Neighbours; who, 
if they can do well, he concludes they can ſay 
well, But when do we a& irregularly 2 Are 
we not always juſt, temperate ? ec. In Mr 
zerals, the Whifpering and Embracements of 
the Load ffoneand Iron might convince proud 
Humanity of our Knowledge: As alſo the 
Love. berween the Stone Paztarbe and Geld is 
as noble as that ſingle Initance of a Py/ades and 
Oreftes. Amoneg!t Trees and Planes, the Friend- 
ihip berween the O/ive and Mjrile, the Nature 
C 2 of 
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The Adventures 
of Senſible Plants, (as your Pride condeſcends 
to call *em,) which ſhrink at the ſaciilegious 
Hands of Humanity ; the Plant which ye call 
the Indian Lamb; the dropp'd Leaves of fome 
Tices, which run away from you, and many 
more ſuch Inſtances, might ſatizfie you of forne 
hidden Worth and Knowledge in us, which 
ye paſs over becauſe ye can't conceive the 
Profundity* of it, by reaſon of the weaknels 
of your Organs, and DefeQibility of Judg- 
ment: And yet, natwirh!tandi:g all this, you 
ſhall have an ingrateful, proud Man come in- 
to an Orchard, on the Pack-ſile of a  Nouſe 
he calls his own, ( Fool that he is, to be ſo 
miſtaken in Loans and Uſur;}ations,) and wicn 
a threatning Ax hew down fome poor, help- 
tefs Tree, rot conſidering all the time, that 
cou'd he underſtand the Vit7izz Vegitable's Dia- 
I&, he might hear himfelf thus upbra'ded :--= 
Ingrateſu! Man ! Where 3s my Feu't? What have 
T done, thus to be wounted, and tire fron my hap- 
py Seciety, into the revenging Fire? Is t becauſe I 
yielded my Fruit TWithous a Grudge, and pazd the 
Annu.:! Rent of Natnre without 4 cquitterce ? Be- 
cauſe T kept the flormy Winds from of 1hy Houſe, 
or lent niy hn{pitable Branches [cr ty Peultrey, ta 
retreat from the ravenons Fox, aud Poltcat ? | Zo 
Oro cad Pact t) ne is wy " - and to &eprive me of 
vat, ! ecou e 1 ans £0 od, 67 CEOS UE ] cannust defend 
mm) le!f, corp/ain, orreffF ine, 55 the ſame Cane!» 
lj cs teengive « Benjacter, 61 11; [and 67:4 
Feit, T0947 LV ERAgOFAS, /19:y3b rpm wrong 
P:ncipies, 20's not have treated me thus, This 
might this Th rant of INature hear the inur'd 
Tree exro!tulats with him, if hs hadl Senfs 
| _ an{ 
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2nd reaſon enough to do ir. Thus much for © 
the Exceliency of our Nature when incorpo- 
rate: and which we might urge as an Argu- 
menr'of Preicrence. | 

- But after all, we'll relinquiſh the Advan- 
tages of what has been ſaid, on purpoſe ( if 
poſſible) to gratific that Monſter Humanity, 
| and only infilt upon the enſuing Topick , 


which has nothing in'e of Accuſation, Cen- 
f {ure, or. Pride, viz. *Tis generally believ'd 
| all Souls are equal in Extity ; whereupon it fol- 


, lows, that we are not yet drain'd into the Po- 


: ſteriors Of Immateriality, having not yet fuf- 
) fer'd any Change, or bcen included in Mat- 
1 ter or Form; ſo that whatever Indignities 
« have hitherto been caſt upon vs, it has 
it been out of a Suppoſition of Degenera- 
th tion by mingling with improper Organs in 
_ the lower world: Now either we are com- 
2h relld to it or not; the laſt ye are ſenſible is 
p- not our choice, and the firſt there's no retit- 
Fs: in ; and if ſo, we ought not to be deſpisd 
be for what we can't avoid 3 for we being com- 
Jes manued into Organs that are only ft for Veg;- 
/e, tation, do Vegitate, and the Rational finding a 
tq convenient Organ for Ratiocination, does ra- 
10 tioeinate, Whereas if the Raticnal had been 
ef cloyiter'd inthe Organs of Vegetables, or the 
nd Vegitable had been ſent into the Organs of 
ect. Rztionals, ws had changd our Offices, and 
end commenc'd alternate Beings : Where is the 
0n7 dificrence then , or what reaſon is there for 
bis Rationals to pretend Priority overus? None 
i at all; No more than when "Three Novice- 
nl: Dicers ſhoud caſt 8, 1-,0r 12, and he that 
and | C 3 throws 


throws moſt, ſhou'd brag of his Nobility, 
for being a greater Debtor, to Fortane than 
the others: Thus our degrees of Exiſtence in 
the other world, will be owing not to our 
proper Choice, but a Deſpotick Impulſe and 
Diſpoſal of Fate; 1o that we ſhall actuate there 
like cxild Kings, who are not leſs of the 
Blood-Royal , for Suffering or Confinement. 


The Defence of ihe Rational Der of Souls, 
«ganſt the Plea of rhe Legitable Oder. 


Rational. Our Vegitable Orator ( moſt 
judicious Auditory) has been pleas'd to offer 
to relinquiſh the Advantages of the former 
part of his 1Jarangue, when he found he had 
ſpent his Stock of Calumny, to raiſe a pre- 
judice in your Unbyaisd Judgments againlt 
the Dignity of our Order, and afterwards, un- 
der pretence of Accommodation, being ſen- 
ſible ofthe weakneis of his Cauſe, wou'd in- 
ſinuate one Topick void of Accuſation, Cen- 
fſure,or Pride, (as he calls it,) we might add, 
Or Reaſon.) But as we are not againſt any 
Overtures of Peace that ſhall be decreed by 
this IVorthy Aſſembly ; ſo we ſhall endeavour 
toſhew a Gcep reſentment of any diſhonou- 
ble Terms to attain it. 

Wherefore we reſtore our Antagoniſt all 
the Advantages he can make of the former 
part of his Diſcourſe 3 which we ſhall diſcuſs 
particu)arly. 

And firſt, We never treated theſe Vegicables 
as Non-Exiſferces in Nature, nor have they 
proved one Act of Tyranny which we have 

| exercis'd 
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exercis'd over *em. And why thzy ſhou'd 
boaſt of their not being, drunk, injarious, 
lying, quarrelling, circumventing, &c. is very 
ridicolous 3 ſince their Organs incapacitate 
them from ſuch FunQtions. Suppoſe it were 
criminal to fly, ſhou'd a Rock boaſt of its 
Virtue in refraining ? Not, unleſs Nature had 
given it Wings, Power and Pleaſure to fly : 
And they'll come off no better in accufing vs 
of &quarrelling, injuſtice, &c. Ie ſhews the 
great variety of Fun&ions we are capable of. 
Beſides, in doing fo, we purſue an appearance 
of ſome Good, ( for we can't will Evil as 
Evil, ) andin doing fo, we a& naturally ; fo 
that at the ſame time as they accuſe us of quar- 
relling* &-c. they accuſe themſelves of bloom- 
ing, trudifying, &c. whichis natural to them. 
As for that obſervation. of Natures aſſuming 
them into her immediate Midwifry and Care, 
and leaving us to our own pleaſure in Gene- 
ration, 'tis an argument of our prehemenence;z 
tor Nature deals with them as Parents do 
with Children and Fools ; they muſt be fed, 
kept out of Fire and Water, and Proviſion 
made for *em ; but we being above ſuch lit- 
tle uſages, are able to procreate without com- 
pulſion;and are accordingly left to our ſelves; 
Nature always employing mo#t of ber Care where 
her works are moſt weak and imperfet?. 

As to the defacing our firſt Image by our 
Vices, we have already anſwer'd it above z 
in fhewing how ridiculous and foreign ir is to 
urge a Caſe out of their own Claſs, altho? 
if they were capable to underſtand it, we 
cou'd rell *em of a remedy for our reſtoration. 


B 4 Bue 


xD — 7 I—— Ob R x > — O— 


—O— ——— 


— —— 
Wi = —_— ————— 
* 
Y pu - 


| 
( 


- 


\.F 1» T 4 6 


But what a wretched 'Argument hey bring 
to make:their Duration equal to our Immor- 
talicy, upon ſuppoſition of Non-annihilation ; 
for tho' we grant 'em to be always ſomewhere 
or in ſomething after a ſHecifick diſſolution by 
Martjoa, C or Fire, which is the fame, ) yet 
thy come to be namcleſs,--indiftinguiſhable, 
and as hard to finil out, as when they lay in 
the Loom of their Cbacs or fr Matter, and 
is 25 good to be yothing, as an undefinable 
S2naration of unknown Particles. But we 
put oft our Natwe to receive it 'again more 
rehird than betoro. 

The next Argume':t infited on, was, Their 
excellew:y of Converſe, «nd Knowledge of the 
Laws and Conftituticns of Neturez which 1s all 
eAnaigms and Ridgle wo er Order, nor can 
we ſuppoſe it, Iot all thoſe Inſtances that they 
haye brought to confirm it, without violence 
to Reaſon ; but howerer, ſince we will not 
be behityl ,em in Civility, for quictheſs fake, 
we'll gran cn an wnkionn Dialett and Con- 
verſes and ies what will come one.then. 

The Itivin of your Language, be ic what 
It will, is not to be excus'd irem Li-s, Slan- 
vers, ferelie, &c, Forno doubt, but when a 
Learned Tree amongſt ye, holds forth the Do- 
Grine of Frudiificaton, &c, you ſhall- bave its 
nx: Neigbour with fecret ſubterranean Fi- 
bres, t:lloniouſfly ſucking. away the Sap an 
Life of its Teacher; and the mcre- auvacious 
W:od-bine. not altam'd of a publick Rape up- 
vn Every Plant it, meets with, and ſince ye 
your elves agree:that Words and Actions are 
Syinpatherick , wiat Equiyocations,. private 

Cabals 
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Cabals and Plots ye have together, wheh ye: 
ſee an hopeful-Em-bryo-Plant, without giving 
any affront, environ'd round, 2nd ſtrangled 
todeath with an Ambuſh of malicious Thorns 
and Briars: And fince ye give us two or 
three Initances of the Sympathy (which ye 
call Converſe) between Plants and Minerals, 
ye muſt give us the Liberty ro-qbterve, that 
*ts but them Inſtances, and a few morevthat 
are to be found in your whole Orcenemy, but 
that generally you are ſo ſuſpicious, and afraid 
of one anotheis Tricks, and Circumventions, 
that ye keep no Correlpendence at all. 
As to a man's Tyranny over his #pple-Tree, 
in cutting it down when he pleaſes, the Im- 
putation is loſt, it we prove he has a 1ight to 
do it, as we ſhall Ly and by, when we come 
to confider your laſt unenſwerable Tepick : In 
the mean time, the tine Harangue you make 
the falling Tree to ſpzak, is very difference 
from the cuſtom of other Trees, who in fuch 
a-moment are rather ſtuCying revenge, than 
any thing elſe ; as may be ſeen by their of:en 
faliing upon, and killing the perſon that cuts 
*m down ; nay, we cou'd give you fome In- 
ſtances where your Revenge has been fo un- 
juſt, as to deſtro» the Horles and Oxen, that 
only ſtood by to draw ye away, andtihat on- 
ly in obedience totheir Maſter's Command. 
And now to the laſt Tepick ; the cnly Pil 
lar zpon which ye toldly offer'd to lay the 
Scructure of your whole Plez, in which you 
urge, 'That there's no reaſon of prehemi- 
nence where the choice is not our own, Þut 
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ing the Inſtances of Dicers, and the Nobility 
of an Exil'd King ; to which, we anſwer, That 
Dignity is Digniry, whether acquir'd or con- 
fer'd, to uſe your own Inſtance : Su 

A- B. C. equally skilful , throw, whoſhould 
throw moſt for a certain Preferment, and C. 
accidentally, or by a ſecret Order of Fate, 
caſts 12, when A. caſt only 8, and B. 10, is 
not C. upon his I»weſtiture into his Office, 
more honourable than A. and B. eſpecially 
when they come bare-headed to petition ſuch 
or fach a Favour from him, they are mad if 
they don't believe it, and he deſerves him- 
felf to be turn'd out of his Office that under- 
values it, ſo far as not to execute it, and keep 
up its Privileges. To the laſt Inſtance , we 
anſwer, "That Fate is not accountable to Per- 
fons, whether it prefers or debaſes'em ; but 
ic expetts in both conditions they make the 
beſt of its diſpoſals : and thus we conclude, 
not at all doubting the favourable Suftrage of 
this Convention, to confirm our Privileges and 
Dignity above the Order of YVegitables. 

Major Payt,—The Rational, the Rational 
Order. 

Prolocutor,—— Well Gentlemen, withdraw, 
there ſhall be an efteGual Care for a Regula- 
tion of what's amiſs ; and as near as may be, 
to a general Satisfaction, and fo depart in 
Peace. 


DIA- 
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Between Mercury, a Pre-exiftent 
Spirit, a Dead Man, Charon, 
and Hobbs. 


Mercury— OT back there, I'm in great 
haſte ; a poor V Vretch thaclies 

ſtrugling under the pangs of Separation, can- 

not be loosd till I hand him to Charon's Ferry. 

Spirit — Pray good Mercury, hold a little, 
I have one requelt to beg of you. 

Mere. Speak— Speak quickly, V Vhat 
ist - 

Sp, — Only be my Guardian, and let me 
wait upon you into the other V Vorld, thence 
to the Infernal Shades, and fo back again. 

Merc.——Indeed your Order has been very 
civil to me always when I paſt theſe Regions, 
and tho' it will be ſome trouble to me, yet 
your Requeſt is granted, —— take hold of that 
end of my Wand, and keep cloſe behind me. 

Sp.———V Vhat ftrange———— 

Merc._—— Huſh, not a word, we are now 
at our firſt Journeys end. Ay, that'sthe 
Obje@ ; ſee how Death has fixt his Eyes, and 
ſits triumphant upon his Lips : So, now I have 
eas'd him, his Corps mult be left to be lament- 
ed and buried by his Friends, but hemarches 
with us. 

Sp,— VVhere is he ? 


Deadman. 
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Deadman-—— ere, V hat do ye deſign 
to Ja with me 2 | | —— 

Aerch—— That laſt Office Ido to all\Man- 
kind -— Conduct yoa to your laſt Aboad —— 
Holo- Charon, niake haſte, anG. take. this 
—_ 

Charon=— V Vhat is he? He' ſmells of 
Parchment , Subpana's, InjunRions ». &c. 
VVas he not towards the Law? 

Dead.——Yes, 1 have bcen a Barriſter. 

Ch.— Mercury, | darenort take him with all 
that Luggage about him z he'll ſink the Ferry» 
Take away that Forgery—— Very well, and 
that deuble Mortgage -So, and that 
Parcel of Replications, IWrits of Error, 8C,—— 
Ay, now we are light enough, well te over 
preſently. 

Dead. VVhere am I now 2? 

Merc. - Amonglt your Predeceſlors ; 
you aire welcome to Shoar, and fo farewel3 
Come along Comrade. 

Sp —» Carry a litle, he ſays fomerhing. 
I word fain know what Thoughts I ſhall en- 
tertain, when I have lett my Body. 

Dead.——_Amongil my Predeceitors? Then 
I'it go ſeek out for Mr. Hcbbs, ro know the 
1eafon why I am thus cruelly treated, whenl 
tollow'd his Rules, fo exalily. Yonder he 
g9Ccs IDb5bs, Mr. Hobos. 

Eibs How [ am continually plagu'd, 
with my new Profclytes, that lay all their 
Damnatiors at my door ? But 1 believe fome 
on 'em put vpon me ; Flt queſtion this new 
Comers Principles —— Do you know me ? 


Dea:!, 
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on Dead, Yes to my 'Sorrow ; —— V Vhat 
think you now of your Dottrine of Fatality ? 

N- Hebs — V V hat Dc&rine Co ye mean ? 

— Dead. That every indivigual perſon is 


his | fatcd to all the Attions of his Lite z yea; even. 
the moit minute and inconſiderable ; -as. tor 
of | inſtance, to getup at ſuch a time of the Day, 
Ye. | to feed himſelf preciſely at fuch an Hour, and 
with ſuch a certain numberof bics, to go over 
the Streets at fo many Steps, to VV hore and 
all | be Drunk at ſuch a time, to go to':Prayers 
+). | and be Melancholy at fuch a time, to-diſpute 
nd | againſl his Principles at ſuch a time; In ſhore, 
hat | that all that we think, ſay, and at}, are necet- 
— | ſarily predeſtin'd, and run as links in an inevi- 
ver | tavle Chainof Cauſes. V Vhat think ye of 
the Reaſons of this Hypotheſis now-? - 'T hat 
we are made up of two parts, a Soul, and a 
rs; | Body; and that when theſe are conjoywil we 
et; |} multlivenzceilarily as long as wedo livezand 
that {o long as we do live, we mult necella- 
ng. | rily have a mind which has its p2rception by 
en- | the Senſes; 't hat as this perception is neceila- 
ry, {0 is the choice that we make by'it: Asfor 
hen | inſtance, Something that js good, qr at leaſt 
the | appears fo to the perczption, offers itlglt, and 
enTl} as ſuch, "tis impoluble to refule it, asa proper 
rhe | Objett to:the mind, as *cis allo impolhble af- 
ter perception, 39 chooſe an Evil as fuch ; 
wd,f and thus we arc faicd to V Vhoting for. thote 
heir} Arguments which our realon offers, that we 
»me } ſhould refrain, carry not along witht 'em ſo 
1ew | great a good to ovry perception, as thoſe other 
: realons that induce us to- It, and as apreat 
power neccliarily co:mmants a 1:iter, to = 
Leltye WW! 
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will neceffarily chooſes it as moſt agreeable to 
it, and thus I refrain V Vhoring, when there 
appears a greater good to let it alone'; Thus 
I am fated to make fo many ſteps in walking 
the length of my Chamber, becaule ro ftep fo 
far at a ftep, appears more agreeable to my 
Conftitution, Fancy, &c. than to ſtep farther 
or ſhorter, and therefore as moſt agreeable, it 
moſt inclines my will, which therefore 15s ne- 
ceflicated ro at accordingly : As to the Body 
ie depends neceſfarily upon the Mind, for my 
Hand cannot move of it felf, unlefs I more it, 
and if F move it, it isnecethrated to move;and 
can't hetp'it; and thus, Mr. Hobbs, Im ne- 
ceflitated to be Damm'd, becauſe the way to 
it. had more appearance of good in it, than 
walking in another way, and therefore I cou'd 
not brit chooſe it. Oh! what an Unhappy 
Wretch was T, that was not fated to examine 
this Doarine by the ſame Meaſures that I did 
all others; truth is only known by falfhood, 
and fatſhood by truth ; black by white, and 
white by black, and every thing by its con- 
trary: What a Myſterious Riddle then is 
this, Which is both, and all ome? wiz,, Do, or 
do not' db, *tis fared. If I wou'd have done 
a thing, and examin'd it's contrary, v2. cou'd 
not do it, or vice ver{a, then there had been 
fare in the caſe, otherwiſe I)obbtſm, or a 
new Riddle, whole Solution had been Ruine 
in one World, and Damnation in another. 
What's the meaning of Laws, Rewards, and 
Puniſhments 2 For if I a& what I mult ac, 
Why am | bid te do fo, or forbid to do fo ? 
If I rob my Neighbour, Why ſhou'd : little 
uper- 


fuperinduc'd Law take hold of me, and not 
that great Law of Fatality preſerve me ſince I 
at agreeable to it ? What injuſtice can I do 
when eternal Fate ftands by me, and warrants 
all my Actions? Fool that I am, was I to 
live my Life over again, I wou'd only beheve, 
and warrant2bly too, that Fate, though it be 
like a Law, yet it ſpeaks not in this manner 
This Man ſball do thus, and this thing ſhall be- 
fal that Man, but rather thus, whatloever a 
Seoul chooſerh, fuch and ſuch chings ſhallcer- 
tainly toHow ; for 'tis not the Action, but the 
Conſequence of the Action, thatis Fate. —.If 
Fate had deſign'd,that if Pars Raviſh'd Helena, 
the Grecjans ſhou'd contend with Troy aboutit; 
But this was once in Pars's power to do, or 
not- to do without Compulſion-os Neceſkiy. 
Thus Apollo foretold Catrs, That if be begat a 
Son, that Son would kill him, which was con- 
dicional and not neceffary, thus Plato; If it 

were nt thus, the ill have a protettion for their 

Vices, and the Goed deſerve no praiſe, To which. 
I might add, That there are certain Moral In- 

ſtint} s, co efſemial with Humanity, eternally fixt 
and unchangeable, ſuch as Love, Fuſtice, Religion, 
QC. wot fitted to a private temper, or & particular 

Notion, to theſe Inſtinils we are all really chain'd 
by a Fatality and neceſſity of Att, moreor leſs, not-: 
withſtanding all our ſtruggles to berid of 'em, but 

to-ſpepk of Fatalities in oppoſition. to theſe; is to 

charge the great eternal mind with Confradittions,, 
Drwnſions, and as laſt with Non-Entity 5 which 

now I can coo late think of ; Ohthat I covd, 
that] coud, 
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Sp. — Pray Moan let's werdh from this 
unhappy: Subje&t of Fatality, and let's ſee 
ſomething new among the e2d A want to 
take a view of Alexander, Ceſar, Hercules, Eps- 
enenondas, and the other brave Heroes, {0 much 
talkr of, or the great Philoſopher 2: -nippas, I 
know not which to ask tor fir{t, 

Merc. — Men'ppus | He was the greateſt 
Man the Wo:1d ever bred, his-life really Phi- 
lofophiz'd, whilſt others Talk" d, That 1s 
he there, you cannot vex him. 

Sp. Lend me your Wand, Il hit him one 
dab on's Pate for Tryal.— 

Merc. No, no, you muſt be civil to Stran- 
gers. — See that bchind him is Hercales. 

Sp,—— But where's his Club? Methinks he 
looks fo like a /illy I'wny, that I durit venture 
a foil with him : But where's fair Hellen, and 
the ugly Therſites ? 

* Arc. —They ſtand together there. 

. Sp. — Bleſs me! How the Dead equals all 
things ? I have only one other Que{tion to ask, 
and I have done; Pray Afercury, of what 


. Quality or Calling are thoſe generally, who 


are dignified for theit Vercve. 

»Aere. — Ignorant poor Labourers of both 
Sexes, chat have been the greate!t Encavies'to 
their Sences; thals Nurles of all Vice. + | > \\ 

:$p.-— This: will be flrange News for.oar 
F#therial Inhabitants, who are all gaping to be 
Lords, Dulgs, Princes, and Emperors. , 

Mere.” — Come, let's b: gone, my buſinef 
isnever ſleeping,” 

Sp, I cat preisupon you any longer, 
— ray leail th2 way —>trange! Where are 

wc 
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we got already * What fine Countries 
are yonder —— 

Merci — Pontas, Galatia, Cappadocia, Bithi- 
nia, &c.—— Well, Do you know where you 
are now 2? 

 Sp— In my own Region. Thanks, kind 
Mercury for this Kindneſs. 

uf Iam glad I have gratify'd yous Fares 
well. 
Sp,—— Farewell. 


DIALOGUE VIL 


Between Two Spirits #por the Rant- 


ble, and the Spirit of an Ulſurer 


that hatl ftrangÞ'd himſelf, and 
walk'd in « Church-yard, about 
his own Tomb, 


f. Sp.-— Ethinks (tho' I know no reaſon 

Ks for't) I cremble to come ſo near 
theſe Regions of Death and Horrour. What 
ſhou'd we do here, among(t the Graves and 
Tombs of the Deceaſed ? 1s it pleaſant to view 
the Triumphs of that pale-fac'd Tyrant ? 

2. = No: Bur if we can iind ſome of 
our old Acquaintance, hov'ring o'er the Pri- 
ſons of their Bodies, ir may be a Sarisfa- 
dion to, ack fome Upoices Thers is _ 

| tnas 


that often viſits his Tomb, (and Body, which 
he left too haſtily :) He cart be long abſent, 
the Clock has ſtruck Twelve.—-— Huſh, here 
he comes:—— Stand ſtill, and put on Inviſi- 
bility. 

Suicide, —— Hail, dear Tomb ! the deat Re- 
poſitory of my other Part—— Bur 'why 
ſhou'd I love and pardonthe adulterous Lump, 
which left me, for the Embraces of Dearb ; 
and being deaf to all Intreaties and Reaſons, 
violently thruſt me out of Poſſeflion. How 
am I then bewitch'd, to viſit the old, ingrate- 
ful Manſion, and aſſume an Aerial. Reſem- 
blance of what I once was !—— , Aſliſt "_ 
Fancy': What Hair had he ?— Right. And 
what a Face ? — That's exatt.—_—_ Now, 
for a Body, Arms, Thighs, Legs and Feet ? 
They. are more eaſie. -— $0.— Now, for 
Cloaths?— That's truly imitated. Now me- 
thinks I am A.-- B.- the, very ſame through- 
out ; How I hug my ſelf in this Figure! — 
There's nothing wanting now, but to tell Mo- 
neys upon this Grave-ſtone, till the envious 
Cock proclaims a too too eager Flux of Time.-- 
Very well: Now I am ſeated. — Perhaps 
ſome Fools may be frightn'd at me. 

2. Spirit. Why ha* now, old Comrade ? 
What's the meaning of this wealthy Poſture ? 
Come, will ye give a Bag or two for old Ac- 
quaintance ſake ? 

Suicide, -— Why upon this Errand at ſuch 
an unſeaſonable Hour ? You are come on pur- 
poſe to give me a Viſit: Are n'tye? 

2. Spirit. — Yes, we are ſo: And we 
hope your Entertainment will be frictble to 

Viſnams; 
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Viſtants; elpecially, ſince we expett no more 
from you, than the Solution of a few Que- 
ſtions. > -- - | 
Suicide.—— Pray, What are they ? Fll ob- 
lige ye, if I can. 

2. Spirit.* What Apprehenſions have 
Mankind, when they ſee this Airy Vehicle that 
you aſſume every Night ? Whether is the Spe- 
Gacle pleaſant through the Novelty of it, or 
diſmal for' want ofiunderſtanding it. 

Suicide. Mankind - has very different Ap- 
prehenfions of me : Some, when they lee me, 
run ſtark mad immediately. Others come'on 
purpoſe. ſwearing, all's Deluſion, a Chear, or 
an Impoſition on the Senſes; and when they 
ſee ns, won't believe their Eyes ; only ſome- 
times we have particular Commiffions 'ts tin- 
deceive 'em, with a witrieſs. A "Third-Sort, 
a little wiſer than both, keep {- muchoS#3e- 
ſence of Mind as to ſee us, and troop off quittly, 
with their Hair bolcing up an end. gut here 
and there are a very tew that have more ade- 
quate Conceptions of us, and neither ſeek nor 
flee our Company, knowing that we Souls 
and Spirits have no more Power over 'em in 
Bodies, than we have out; and that what- 
ever Power we have at any time is only lent 
us, and alfo limitted, and not to be extended 
when and where we pleaſe ; So that we are 
really no morein our own Nature and Power, 
than what their Fancy' makes us. Thus Rea- 
fon ſecures ſome againſt us3 and Religion a 


ftions of Fear by their Faith, 


very few, who can maſter all the little Sugge- 


D p 2: Spirit, 
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2. Spirit, — Very well. ——- Next, Why 
do ye thus hanker after a rotten, putrifying 
Body.; chuſing that Shape that it once bore, 
before all others? 

Suicide,———— Becauſe I was turn'd out of 
doors by violence, without fo much as taking 
my Leave of it, orits bidding me Farewell. 
And cou'd I quietly brook ſuch an abrupt, ha- 
ſty Separation from a Comrade, 1 had been 
ſo intimate with for near Seventy Years ? 
What cho? it was deaf to my Counſel and 
Reaſonings, yetit was my other Part ; and as 
before Incorporation I found my ſelf imper- 
fe, but halfan Entity, now I am fo again, 
and ſhall be, till I am re-united to my old 
Companion. But this is all R*ddle to you, 
who have {wot yet known how Souls at in 
Bodies, how the Intelle&t conceives eas of 
Material ObjeRs by the Senſes. Did you but 
know how the Viſive Power conveys the Si- 
militude of the Thing ſeen to the Soul, you'd 
wilh to be incorporate, tho' it were in one 

be Eye: How much more when you'd 
have all the Senſes to command ? When you'd 
have a whole Microcoſm to rule in, like a Dei- 
ty? Now, after all tbis, Which of you wou'd 
not love theRemembrance of ſuch an Union, 
and imitate it, till the time of Re-union ren- 
ders ye a perfet, compleat Being again ? 

Queft. But what was the Reaſon of your 
ſudden Separation. from the Body ? 

Anſw. The Body being part of my ſelf, 
I was willing to gratifie it as far as I cou'd, 
even to a Weakneſs; which I contini'd fo 
long, till ic grew habitual, and I loſt my Com- 

mand, 
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mand, fixing my Happineſs upon wrong Ob” 
jes, viz. the little Concerns of the World 3 
which bearing no Analogy or Proportian to 
the Greatneſs of a Soul, caus'd an Uneaſineſs. 
*Tis incangruous to try Sounds by the Taſte, 
they being the only proper Objects of the Ear. 
There is no Obje for the Soul, bur God ; as 
appears by its Reſt when fix'd on him, and 
Uneaſineſs every where elſe. And thus I, by 
the Im ity of my Body, and the Defe- 
tibilicy of juſt Perception, expeRting Happi- 
neſs where ic was not to be had, grew impa- 
tient under the Diſappointment, even to 
S:x@ngling, to be rid of the Burden. 

2. Spirs.. Alas, unfortunate Brother |! 
We can do no more than pity thee, and own 
our Obligations for thele Diſcoveries. ———— 
Farewell. 


DIALOGUE VII. 


Between Two Spirits, the Order of 
Vegitable Souls, ayd Cupid, 


1.Sp,—— x / Ell, What News, Brother ? 
V. '2.-Sp.—— Theſtrangeſt 
Adventure you ever heard of. Cupid having 
Commiſton to diſtratt ſome body inthe o- 
ther World, as he fled: down he miſgd- his 
Way; -and rambl'd into -our Regions,-where 
the Orarr of Vegitables are pillaging thice little 
1 D ; Wag 
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Wag of his Bow and Quiver, and-pretend to 
cure him of his Blindneſs. 
1-8p.-— Let's away to fee the Humour 
on't: 4 believe the arch Knave will put a 
Trick upon *em all, and come off with flying 
Colours. +F : 
».Cupid.——= Nay, bat, Gentlemen Spirits, 
pray be civil. - What'sthe meaning of 
this? | | 
Veit. The meaning or't is, that ſince 
you have found the way into our Quarters, 
we have a Mind to hinder your Pranks here 
we have no nced to be toel'd and plagu'd, as 
the Inhabitants are both in Heaven and Earth 
(if we may bclieve the Poets.) 
Cupid. By me'? : oft 12 
-begitin—— Yes, by you. And what can we 
expect from one that bewitches his own Mao- 
ther with Adenss, Anchiſes? &c. You know 
nothing (141 warrant you) of Endymion, Hya- 
cinthus, the Adultercus Net, and a Thouſand 
more ſuch things x Þo you ? Nor can Tupiter 
him{dfeſcape you, iburUown goes bil arget 
and Thunderbolts, and away to Taw and Puſh- 
Vjn with Ganybede : Sometimesht's.Motapho- 
riz'd,into Gold, now a,Swas, then a Bull; anon 
a Shepherd, and'*or on, according. as your 
Whimſeys dictate, whilſt the Government of 
the Warld lies -atrSives, and}, Fv#ns,” and he 
that .has:the longeR?Nails ard *[eeth is the 
belt Entzy : And \ our -Caprices and 
Magots are furiente{] ich e/Erherital\ Arwonrs, 
awafytye troop to thel/Earth, wheregou rye a 
Prinee,to a Stage-playery and a Princeſs/ to/a 
0” pas or elle plague Equality by Detpa- 


ration 


ration of Enjoyment; laughing at cho 
Wretohes, to Re *em covetous of heir Mi, 
fortunes. Wherefore we conclude. ix necela- 
ry for our own Peace, 'and out of pity to our 
Neighbouring Warkds,ta, diſarm you of your 
Power, -and cure that Blindneſs which makes 
you ſhoot thus at all Adventures. - 

Cupid, *Tis a ſtrange thing (Gentlemen 
Souls) why I, having a Bow «nd Quiver, (as 
if no Body elſe usd necher,) muſt upon ne- 
ceflity be the God of Love, iand ſentenc'd foto 


be by.«haſe who. contebs.they. never faw me 


before. A great Raſhnels, certainly, for the 
Wiſdom of your Order, to'be guilty of ! But, 
to put you-out of alldoubt, aflure yogr elves, 
I am a Spirit, as ye ars 3 only with. this dit- 
ference, I have ſuffer'd a. Ditſolution from a 
Body, and ye are yet unbodied. Time was, 
I actuated that famous Scythian, Pomaxatbres, 
that. flew - the great, Rowan, Marcis iCralſas ; 
and. was-agcounted the. be{t Archer. that Scy- 
this ever boaſted of. Naw, hcarigg thatone 
Sagittarius, a Reſident of theſe Regions, was 
fam'd in that Art, I came on purpoſe to create 
a Correſpondence, and try the Skill of the 
Heavenly Archer. _ Fg 

Vir —\Wal;idchid bd ſg, ahd{ypu are 


that Pomaxathres, we beg your Pardon tor our 


'Errourg and think owr Igygs happy in the 
Miſtake.—'Sapitrarius bY Ge nt&- 


ver making his Bu ke xhan ten Degrees di- 
ſtant, — Do ye ſee that Milky Way there, 1o 
muctryalk'd on by the Poets ?Hys Shafts have 
ſcour'd that Road by their frequghe Motion, 
and havg kept that part of the Sky clear from 
| 4 | ar 
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dark Matter, and Excrements of Sears s which 
is the reaſon of its Alb:tude : But the Lower 
World, like Fools, not knowing ſo much, do 
fancy it to be the Way for the Souls of the 
Bleſled to mount to Peradice— Come, let's 
be gone ; we'll quickly introduce ye into Sa- 
gitarius's Acquaintance. 

Cupid.— T long to meet the Artift, that 
we might give you ſoine Divertiſement by 
our Skill. —- But, pray, which is the Way 
to the Lower World ? x 

Vegit.—— You muſt leave Venus on the Left, 
and to-to 19 Degrees, 30 Minutes of Capr;- 
corn afterwards the Coaſt is clear, and divi- 
ded into Right Lines to all parts of the Globe. 

Cup. — Farewell, Gentlemen; Im in haſte 
now, I'll call again ſome other rime. - 

Vegit— And is the Impoſtor gone? Cer- 
tainly he was Cupid. Why were we fo be- 
witch'd as to believe him? Cou'# we think the 
God of Love cou'd ſpeak Truth, when'all his Sub 
jeffs are groen to Lying. Des * FR 
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DIALOGUE Ix. 


Bermeen an Aftrologer and « Mouny 
tebank. 


Mount ,-- \ j F Hich way with your Circum- 

&. 4 ferences, Compaſſes, Figures : 
&c. Ha! What Projet's on foot now jd ; 
Ok. | | Aſtre==—- 


| 
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Afr: To ſurvey the Stars, and take a 
Note on the Influences written an their Fore. 
heads, 
Mount. Why fo? 

. Aftr.—— Pr fare I ſhall be an Aftrologer, 
and-'tis good to make Colleftions apainit 1 
have need of 'em : I have a ſtrong Fancy that 
I ſhall be the Prophet of Europe. If Id been 
imbody'd but Twenty or Thirty Years ſince, 
I had been the Second Lilly, or, at leaſt, his 
Succeſſor. —— Dur if, after all, 1 ſhou'd for- 
get what I now do in this Pre exiſtent Scare, 
I ſhall be hardly pur to it, about the Fate of 
Great People, the Change of Wind and Weather, 


| Sweet hearts, Lofſes, Travels, Life, Death, and 
every thing elſe, unleſs you'll keep Correſpon- 


dence with me. 

Mount.—— Ay indeed, ſuch a Correſpon- 
dence wou'd make you famous ; but I've juft 
receivd a Commiſlion to take Pofeflion of 
an Embryo, fated for a Mowntebank : So that I 
can ſerve you in nothing, but by giving you 
- — on of the Death of thoſe he deſigns 
to kill, | 

After. That will be ſomething : But 
what ſhall I do for the reſt ? 

Mount.—— As the rett of your-Neighbours 
do !' Gueſs at what's moſt probabte:— 
Af" —— Then I ſhall be miſtaken ſome- 


 tirfes. 


: Moant.—— "Tis your Intereſt you fhou'd, 
or you'd be Arraign'd for a Vizard.ci! '. 
* » Afr.—— *Tis hard ſuch an extaifiee Skill 
and Death ſhou'd be Rivals. But is there no 
way elſe to eſcape the Fagot, and be famous? 
UE... 10 Adount -- 


Sat, Yerunma Licensi Way, as we 
haveto kill Rgople. CNTR 

Aftr. Pray, what's that ? J 

Mount. x- Bring'otherPerions NES. * 
federacy- witty, you, -why - deſign, near Juch a 
Time, to -Plot, Fight, Marry,; Sail, Maſque- 
rade, or, ny thing elſe: that is to be done; 

and then fall en Propheſying.: But you muſt 
be very confident, and remember agreat mz 
ny Authors Names, [{no matter for thei 
Works,) 'the pretended Influences of the Sta 
and Examples. of the Wonders you haye pe 
form'd, and other Meaſures ſuitable !to. the 
blind Side- of the ;Enquirer. And if.you ca 
hue Rhime, ks young Lz/ly cer his Pills yc 
Cuſtom,grows as thick;as. Hops, and youn | 
lye in Bed and gather 'em. 

Aſtr--—+Now I'm ftock'd indeed, to gul 
«three quarters. o'ch' LION But won't my. pre 
ſent Colledtions allo be uſctul ? 

Mount Yes, if *ewere poflible. to; Ire 
moans byt the Clog of Humanity depre 
Jes the Vigour'ot our- Facyltjcs, and: mIkGs:d 
quite different Beings : So that what I'ys xe 
you now; , muft be repeated in the ache 
World, and that will be tulbcicee, with zO0( 
Management. 

Aſtr.—+I'm ſatisfy'd. But what will Mee 
do to be:as:famous' as he that came lately ( 
at one time, I think *twas) from all the. 
in Chriſtendom, vnto this part of the Globe. jt 
under us, You know wholT mean, the. 
tell winch; 4:cant- 1-6 oying My. Fa 
culty,' Re iS L 

2 Mil; 'L 13%, 
| Mount, 
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".. Monnt.,——: Right: I wasa great Familiar 
with his Soul, before Adam and Eve wene to 
Bed together. About 2593 Years fince, he 
was for nr ney a young Criſpm;. and I ve- 
ry hardly diſſuaded him, by telling him, his 
Miſtriſs wou'd be skill'd in Palmeſtry., "and 
read his Paſs into another World through his 
own Styrrup-Leather. 

After. A kind nu, "fe But 
what's this tg the, Queſtion I ash'd 2 

Madft.——— Welt, he's a faraobs Mounte- 
bank now, and cures every thing that he fails 
not in; and when he miſſes he cannot loſe 
his Reputation, for he leſt chat behind him in 
Italy, where it ſtary'd to death: * 

Aſtr.—— How cams he tobe. fo famous 
then ? 

Mount. F'en as you muft ; by Confe- 
deracy, thus, 'The Lyar that be uſe af, 
to roar about the Stage, and ticathe unthink- 


ing Multicude together, having-get a-credu- 


lous Patient, takes the filly Thingby the Hand, 

to thatCorner of the'Stage where the Curtain 
hangs, and the liſfning Door behind it ;- — 
and..then he begins to:examine what Grie- 
vance? Where? How long ? arid ſuch other 
like Queſtions as are for his purpeſe--.:Where- 
upon the DoRor draws off ara diftance, and 


' the Patient is-introduc'd ; to whom - he tells 


'every thing, like.an Oracle, wirhout any. Que- 


 ftionts, receives his Fees. and'(ersia-little 
"time" (for tuch a rate:Cure) than h 
'Nigns c0 tarry. And fo he deals with the als 


Generation'of Adam, to the lamreethd of the 


--— _ There are a Thoufand. other 


handy 


of , -_ ry 2 
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handy Ways of kilh People, and getting 
their Moneys for'c, but 'tis not for my Intereit 
to make *em publick, left the World ſhou'd 
be convincd againit I ſet up, and ſtone me; 
amonglt the reit of my _—_ Fellow- Tra: 
vellers, 


DIALOGUE X. 


Between Two Spirits, about the Re 
trogradation of . t the . "- s 
Head ani Tai. \' 


I, $ — ID you > 2225 Dr en's 
rr D Frolick ? : 

2, Sp.-——, Not I : I have been upon the 
Ramble: thefethree Days, I am bur juſt now 
arrivd inithisRegion,and am going to tell my 
Landlord Aquarizs, that I have no deſign © 
bilk my Lodging. But, Pray, what's this Fro- 

lick you talk-of ? 

1. Sp... The Dragon? i Tail raking it ill 
to come: always behind; grew very-importe- 
nate to lead»the Head for one Day ;--and-che 
Head being tyrd out with continual 'Sdllicita- 
tions, agreed £9 be led > Accordingly the Taz! 
ſet forward;;::and began, his Journey ;- but 
wanting, Eyes. ſoon raiſtopk his Courſe, and 

- rambled to-tbe Borders of his Regions, where 
he tell Gown, and light upan Aquazrius's Water- 
pots; 


Wn : Lidq4 TIT 


pats 3 which flew with ſuch a Noiſe, that the 
wer World thought it a Clap of Thunder. 
Piſces being the next Sign, (and peeping above 
Water, to learn: what ſtrange Motion that 
was.) cry'd out to his ewe Fiſhes to ſecure them- 
ſelves, for the Leviathan was upon the Scam- 
per for Prey. The Dragon (which he thoughe 
to be the Leviathan) being fo bruis'd with the 
Fall, began to repent of his Retrograde Jour- 
ney 3 for his Head, by ſuch a Motion, got the 
Vertigo, and dizzy Drunkennefs, his Body was 
cut by the Pitchers,beſides the Abuſes the unfor- 
tunate Traveller light on from the Inhabitants 
of that Region; who taking him for a Mon- 
ſter, began to + ſurround him, maulling hin 
with the Ream of Libra, and the Fragments 
of the Pitchers, without asking Queſtions, or 
taking the Legal Procedure againſt him for 
the ſuppoſed Invaſion. 

...2'Sp. This Account is ſurprizing, eſpecial- 
ly being ſo near my Lodging. Methinks this 
wou'd be very proper for Application, if the 
Story was told in the lower world, where 
Reaſon is poſtpon'd ro Senſe , and theill Con- 
ſequences ſeldom taken Notice of , till 
the whole Man is ſhipwrack'd and loſt ;—— 
But what became of the Dragon ? 

1 Sp. Nature finding her work imper- 
fe, without the re-afſumption of the fallen 
Wretch into Ws place , and that the whole 
Generation of:4ſfrologers wou'd be at a loſs in 
their Obſervations, order'd the Dragen to be 
put into the one of Lzbra's Scales, and a 
Weight into the other, ſufficient co mount 
him up into-his own Region 3 which. was ac- 
; cordingly 


cordingly. done ; where, being arrived, he 
fet head foremolt, and ſwore by all the P/« 
ets he wou'd never be rad by his Ta# ia- 
gain.——— The 7ail being aſham'd of its Mif- 
carriage, hid it felf betwixt the Legs, which 
is the Reafon that.the little Stars in't diſap- 
pear'd , when Archimedes thought to: have 
found *emat the end of his Teleſcope. 
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DIALOGUE XL 


Between a Spirit and his Friend, 
lately Imbodied in an Infant. 


Spiro \ \ 7 Hat. have you forgot your old 

Com ——_ are lt. alleep 

as well as your Body ? x FE 
Friend, —— Who's that ? 

. $pi.——Your late Friend 4 ;-— when we 
parted, you defir'd me to pay you a Vilic it 
your new Lodgings ; and you knew I was al- 
ways punctual at an Aflignation , where 
Friendſhip was the Motive : I long to know 
what Entertainment you have light on, 
what Liberties you enjoy , or what Con- 
finements you lie under, that :F.may take an 
Eſtimate thereby whatT havetotruit to when 
my Turn comes. 

Fr._——To give a Journal of my Enter- 
tainment, will be juſt the fame Satisfaction 


that a Criminal has when he is no longer per- 
plex'd 


lex'd betwixt Hope and Deſpair; but icaf- 

4d he-ſhall — but you! are not 
deny'd the Criminil's _—_ — Com- 
pary : Bur not'cw-dofain you from Particulars, 
when I parted with you;-I immediacely ſhot 


into the Embryo F rold' you of, as ſwift as a 
Falling Star, and betore-I was aware, I was 
diſpers'd through the whole! Lurhpz not a 
Finger or Toe but - I ' was. buſie '#t, as the 
haſty Heir is amongſt-his Coffers and Leaſes 
when his Father's a dying; but as tomy firſt 
Motion , I thought'ewas juſt like a half- 
drown'd Fly, when- che Sun begins to ſhine 
upory it, which firſt puts out a Leg, then a 
Wing, and fo by degrees gathers Motion, till 
it preſumes upon its own ftrength, and new 
dventures 3 fo I; firſt a Knee, then an Fl- 
bow, , then a Heel, and fo on, till I grew 
d troubleſom a Gueſt, that my Mother cry'd 
but for help,to be ſhut an me; 8& 10 by a #ric 
Ejeficndiſpoſſeſsd me of my warm. Tene- 
nent,and turn'd me outinto the wide world, 
aked, helpleſs, and fwll of Tears: But then 
degan the Plague of Dependance, and the 
Vace Ty Misfortunes; for yon will find 
when you'come into a Body, that a Soul does 
mpathize, - and receive an Impreflion of 
Pleaſare or Pain, accordibg to the reſent- 
went of the Senſes, & wice verſa, the Body 
participates in the Eaſe or Diſturbarice of the 
doul, I am now but juft ſhx weeks old, and 
nethinks *tis longer than the Six Thoufand 
ears of my Pre-Exiſtence ; for Im horribly 
busd Night and Day. 'Tis faid, The Ape « 
very Fender of ber young ones that (be yognny 
gs 


$ thems to death ; but my Nurſe only mock 
ger ge Lindnef ; for when ſhe ha 
almoſt ſtrangled me for want of Breath, ſhe 
recovers me to ſtrangle me again. And if [ 
Iech or Smart, am ſwadled too ſtraight or too 
looſe, am hungry, or over-cramb'd. 'tis all 
one; for I've no way to declare my grie- 
vance, but by ſprawling, making a foul tace 
or exerciſing my creble Organs, and th 
does not avail me neither 3 for I'm only look' 
upon to be peeviſh, and out of humour 
whether this Uſage will kill me, or wheth 
I ſhall weather it our to abide worſe, I kno 
not : Buethis I know, That if I was to begi 
my Pre-exiſtent State again, I'd take heed 
ſuch extravagant Rambles as ceud be atton' 
by noleſs a Penance than ſuch an Incorpor 


Sp. If you find ſuchPenance for Pr 
exiſtent Extravagances, alas what will be 
of me, who am in ten times deeper t 
you; the foot of my Account will be a 
zing, when your fimall Debt has fuch ſeve 
ExaGtions. | 

Fr.—1I don't know that, but prS wit 
draw ; here comes the Nurſeto beſlabber 
wich Caudle ; if ſhe finds the Body with 
me, and una&ive, the Houſe will be all in 
uproar, and my new Companion will be [ai 
out , and ftary'd to death; and I dread 
ſecond Change, remembring the old pr 


verb, —— Seldom comes a better. 
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DIALOGUE XII, 


Between the whole Order of Rational 
Souls, and Two Intelligencers 


from the other World. 


Order. —— Hat,more Complaints ſtill 2 
Shall we be for ever plagu'd 
with Repetitions of the harſh Reception our 
Fraternity find below ?—— Here,— Who 
are the Friends of the Parties incorporate ? 
Stand forth, and declare your Grievance. 

1 tell, A great Intimate of mine, and 2 
Member of our Order, is unfortunately ty'dq 
to a Fidler, who runs eternal Diviſtons, to 
the great Curſe of every Viſitant's Ear ; never 
conſidering, that what delights him, may be 
a great Mortification to another.— One of 
his Acquaintance the other Day, being tir'd 
with a Whimſey, on Green Skeves and Pud- 
ding-Pyei, (an Air well known to the Muſical 
Tribe in that Globe,) began to be free with 
him, telling him what he thought of his En- 
tertainmentz; and in Concluſion,” broke his 
Crowd and Fiddle-ftick. 

Order. Perhaps he might deſerve 
it, But how cou'd the Soul (your Friend) 
fuffer by that Accident ? 

I. Intell; —1I askK'd my Friend this very, Que- 
ſtion; and he anfwer'd, —— That tho* by a 
Habitude of Do he began to love 

the 


Fo 


the Body, yet he was ſo much afraid of Vio- 


lence (being a Party,) that he try'd all the 
Windpws of his Tenement, to make an E- 


ſcape ; but coming to the Ear, he heard the 


welcome Sound of Impoſe leſs on your Friends, 
and fo farewell. My Friend thinking the Storm 
was over, began to love the Ear for the wel- 
come News he heard in't, tho? indeed 'twas 
the moſt frequent part of Reſidence that my 
Friend had in the whole Material Fabrick.—- 
He had not tarry'd long there, but he was 
ſummon'd to tune another Fiddle ; but the 
Chamber-door was firſt lock'd, and no Fidler 
was at home for more Viſitants : So away they 
went to work; the Fidler with his Fingers, 
Wry Mouth, and other antick Geſtures ; and 
my Friend, according to his Office of Per- 
ception, judg'd of Meaſure and Proportions. And 
having tun'd that alſo into the uſual Concor- 
dawe, a Mournful Ditty was to be compos'd, 
and fet, to bewail the unhappy Abuſe of his 
Wooden 4pello; not conſidering that the bare 
Remembrance of a Diſgrace is aftliing to 
any body, but one that carries his Sox! in his 
Ears. Now, my Friend being ignorant what 
Diſtance lay berween 6b flat and b ſharp, or 
how much a Leſſer Therd differ'd from a Greazer 
Sixth, was not fo able as willing to affilt his 


Comrade in the Compoſure : Who thereupon 


rag'd, ſwore, grew diltrated, and out of Re- 
venge, has cruelly confin'd my Friend to the 
cold Priſon of his Fiddle, where he uſes to vi- 
{it him two or three times a Night ; allowing 
no better Converſe, than the doleful Accents 


of Mad Tom 0 Bedlam. 
| Order, 
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Pre-eriiterit Spitits. 

Order: — This Account is Argument diſmal 
enough to add to our Liteny, From Fidlers, Li- 
bera nos, Domine. But who's the ſecond Com- 
plainant 2 What has he to ſay ? 

2. Itell.——— A Rice ofp—- 

Order. _—- Of what? :f 

2. Intell.-Of= I dare not mention the ug! 
Name, for fearit brings a Diſtration north 
us, and the very Malignity of the Sound in- 
fe us with the Fatality of its Hereſies,—— 
But if a general datk CharaQter will fatisfie, 
tis unwillingly ready. 

Order. _— Certainly it can't be much worſe 
that the Accounts we have already. Let's 
have the full, particular Relation. 

2. Intell, — Well, ſince ye are fo covetous 
of what ye will repent, take it. — A Society 
of Virtuſoes; in which a Friend of mine has 
lately commencd, ahd for which I'm fure he'll 
be Jamn'd, has bewitch'd the other World 
with fruitleſs Diſcourſes, unprofitable Diſpures, 
needleſs Digreflions, of Poſſe, Efſe, Quiddity, 
Predicament, and a Thouſand fuch Sounds z 
by which they have loſt their own Reaſon, 
and deſpoild their Followers of theirs too- 
They will make every thing diſputable, ſo 
much as the Pre-Exiſtence of Soul: Nay they'll 
not believe the Exiſtence of a Deity, if their An- 
tagonilt proves ir not by a Syllogi/m, in Mood 
and Figure. Two and Three is not Five amongſt 
them, withour a Conſequence from juſt 
Premiſes. A certain Heretick Pedant the other 
Day maintain'd a Vacuum, and profelyred a 
ſimple Country Gentleman by ſuch ſeeming 
Reaſons, as he wanted Senſe to confutr., — 
E a Ons 


bm —_—_——m—n — — . _ A - 


3z 


The Adventures of 


One of 'em, as I was inform'd, was this, —- 
It wou'd be ridiculows ts think, that when a Gnat 
puſhes back a parcel of Air with its Wings, that 
parcel drives another before it, and that another 3 
and ſo the ftirring of the Little Toe of a Flea ſhow'd 
raiſe @ Bunch upon the Back of the Univerſe, The 
unthinking Plebeian having long wiſh'd Suicide 
no Murder, becauſe his Miſtreſles Unkind- 
ne made him weary of his Life, ſtraightway 
retir'd out of the Aﬀſembly, and thank'd his 
itying Genizs for providing a way to cure his 
elancholy, vx. by the help of a Vacuum ; 
reſolving to lay the Fault upon Nature in the 
Day of Judgment, that he was accidentally in 
a place, where he cow'd not live any longer, 
for want of Breath, Whereupon he imme- 
diately made and executed his Laff Hill and 
Teſtament, and took his Leave of all his 
Friends.— And, in order to find out a Fa- 
cum, he caugd all his Blunderbuſſes, Guns 
and Mnſ{quets to be laid over a Gate, ready 
to diſcharge; and behind *em, two of his Ser- 
vants, well mounted, with a hanging Carpet 
between 'em, with ſo much Lead at the bot- 
tom as to keep it tight and perpendigular ; 
and thus, having wiſh'd Happineſs to his fair 
Tormenter, he order'd the Pieces to be fird, 
and his Servants (to whom he had bequeath'd 
his Horſes for this laſt Office of Frieadſhip) 
to ſer Spurs to their Legacies, and follow the 
{cowr'd Road, he hinuolf bringing up the 
Rear, and charging alzo-ut for the Vacuum. 
But after he had almoſt run himfe!f out of 
breath in a vain Purſuit of it, h& retir'd to the 
Aſemblly of YVirixs/ces, which was not yet 
broke 


broke up, faluting his Teacher by the Name 


of Mad-man, and Begyar _—_— 5. - Dutthe 
Virtuoſo, to a. © it, aſſerted that 
the Gentleman might have found the Yecwums 
if he had followd doſe up to the Carpet. 
Wherenpon, another of the Gentleman's Ac- 
quaintance, reſenting his Friend's Diſgrace, 
order'd the fame Trial again, reſolving to 
keep np cloſe to the windy Engine, to prove 
the Aſſertion a Falfityz but he, to keep 
Ground, ran himſelf out of breath, and fell 
down dead: Which Accident upheld the Cre- 
dit of the Vacuum. 

Another wou'd prove, That a ſmall Thread, 
which was equally twiſted, and all of the (ame 
Matter, wou'd ſuſtain a greater weight than a 
Cable Rope that was unequally twiſted. Toprove 
which, he offer'd this Reaſon, That being all of 
@ ſtrength, it had no place to break firit. Alictle 


 School-Boy that ſtood by, wiſh'd his Father 


had known that Secret before his Ship-wreck. 
It had been all one, (reply'd another of his Form- 
fellows; ) for the Thread wou'd bave broke" cloſe 
by the Ship, by reaſon of the Additional Weight of 
the reit of the Thread. In like manner, if the 
Thread hany'd in a perpendicular Line, with a 
Weight at the End of it, it wou'd break at the Up- 
per End, becauſe the Lower End wou'd nit bear (0 
much Weight as the Upper End, by the mg of 
the Thread, © Nay,” Suppoſe the Thread laid upon 
a Level, and extended beyond its ſtrength 5 having 
20 place to break firft, it muſt break mm all places 
at once : For if Particulars cannot att beyond their 
Power, Generals cannot ; both coming under one 
Predicames:. Three Quarters of the Auditory 
E 3 cou'd 


his Credit. 4 
'_ A Third flood up, and, wichoue pretend- 
ing to prove any thing, drove all the Auditory 
out of the little Wit they had left, by asking, 
Whether there may not be an Infinity of Worlds,this 
Globe being not ſo big as thoſe above? Whether 
thus World might not be made out of the Ruins of a 
preceding Old One ? Whether theſe Globes may nat 
be the Excrements of the Sun ? Whether it might 
not be better for the next Generation to be mx 
ro go upon All For, for ſeveral good Reaſons that 
might be given? Whether the Kepreſentatrues of 
Nature's Pudenda were not 4 more proper Badge 
of Honour to wear at a Cavalicr's Girdle, than a 
Sword z fince this s a Mark of Death, and that 
of Life * Whether thi Tuft of Graſs ( pulling 
one out of his Pocket) may not be a Man within 
theſe Sixty Years ? Whether, if it were poſſible for 
one Man to imitate another in all bs Members, 
Mations and Geſtures, that Imitator ſhould not, 
uality of Orgens, be ſuſceptive of the other's 
Thoughts and Inclination? Whether an Eternity 
of Matter u diſputable ? Whether the Souls of 
ere Pre-exiftent, or Contemporary with the 
Body ? Whether it 1s not a greet Abſurdity to at- 
zribute to a Vacuity that Rua of Tielding to a 
Body, and that Space which are the D ies 
of an Extent, which can only agree to # Subſtance ? 
Whether eaooomnm——_ 


Order.——s Hold : No more Whethering in 
V:;rtueciſm, Poor Earth! Alas, What Emer- 
tainmgnt can we expect in thee ? We ſball be 

| | ' ſweetly 


' ſweetly brought to Bed if Firtwociſne nds en- 


—— 


couragement , and propagates tilt there's no 
other Trade for us to take up with. Haſten 
our Spindles, dear Parce, whilſt there are 
ſome Infidels, and Oppoſers of theſe Do- 
arines. 


—_—_ 


Ahn 


DIALOGUE XII 


Between the Spirits of an Emperor 
and a Beggar. 


Beggar,— —'J* IS enough for Humani 
_ T that knows no better, os 
Noiſie Querulous, and arraign the Juſtice of 
Fate, and the wiſc diſpenſation of Providence, 
who fits not the particular Chain of Cauſes to 
the private humour of this or that Party ; but 
reſpetts the univerſal Good at once: hence I 
am ſatisfied, the deſpicable Poft aflign'd me, is 
wiſely diſpos'd, and ought to be accepted 
with gratitude, ſince tis inconſiſtent with the 
goodneſs of the Divine Being, to make a gene- 
ral Good incompatible with a particular 
one; whence it is alfo plain, that I may be 
happy in my Station. But was I to chuſe, 
and knew not what Fate had ordain'd me, 
I'd be at Emperor at keaft ; How full of Charms 
is it to imitate the Divme Original of Beings, to 
ſee whole Kingdoms depend upon me, to be encom- 
paſs d with gernal Heads of Nakedneſs ; 10 = 
k 4 the 
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the power of exalting one, and debaſing another ; 
of rewarding Vertue, and puniſhing Vice ; f diſ- 
poſing of Life and Death ; in ſhort, to be an 
Earthly God, Now muſt I ſuffer Afﬀronts and 
Abuſes, without the power of Revenge, to 
ſtoop, and acknowledge my dependance to 
almoſt every Being. Alas, what's the mean- 
ing of that Providential Riddle, That Man is 
the Lord of the world ; That Beaſt, Fiſh and 
Fowl are his, whea there's ſo many Rivals- 
that the Title is loſt, and one part of Humas» 
nity can pretend fo little to a propriety in 
Rule; That the ſame Predicament ſerves far 
us, and thoſe things we are ſaid to be Lords 
of? Ataxdiſpoſes of Man as he doe's of a _ 
even to exchanging, ſelling, and Slavery. = 
thinks it 'is unaccountable 3 ſince all are out 
of the ſame Duſt, ſtamp'd with the ſame Impreſ- 
ſion, equal in their Nothingneſs, both & parte ante, 
and @ parte poſt, Nay their very Souls which 
animate theſe groſſer Vehicles, are alſo cqual, 
only acting ditterently, by a more or leſs 
aptitude of Organs, or incquality of Educa- 
tion. 

Emperor, Tho' we Spirits fell not when 
the Angels did ; yet we have certainly the 
{ame delettibility of Judgment ; tor 10 rhings 
(eſpecially Oppoſites) cannot be both beſt. Call 
you a Bcggar's Condition deſpicable and {la- 
viih? *Tis certainly the happieſt Poſt in the 
Creation; and were it poflible for Fate to be 
puilry of a Caprice, and calt Lors once more 
abour the D:/poſa!s of Emperors and Beggars, I'd 
petition to- renew my Chance ; poſlibly 1 
might, the fecond time alter my Condition, 
4d C2IMe out a happy Beggar, Beggar, 
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Beggar. —- Why fo ? "EO 
- Emperor.-— Becauſe'there appears to me a 
greater happineſs in an «nenvied Cottage, than 
in the Noiſie Crowds of Flatterers, Lattle does 
the Plebeian know how beavy a Crown weighs ; 


how great the Truſt is, and how hard to be 


managed. ?Tis the Court that's full of Trea- 
chery, Ambition, Pride, Bribes, and ſuch a 
dreadful Catlaogue of Vices, that is impofli- 
ble for the beſt of Men to arrive to a greater 
degree of Goodneſs there, than a Negation 

Evil. The Watch muſt be kept fo ftridily, 
that there's no time to att wirtuouſly. But in the 
retir d Solitudes of . Poverty, one "Third of our 
Temptations are loſt , che wneaſineſs of rhe 
Senſe, cauſes a ſearch after the quiet of the Mind. 

e have nothing to reſiſt in Solitude,: but a 
few. ſtragling Thoughts 3 nor nothing to ſeek 
after, but to be happy. There we are free 
from publick Calamities: and private "Enemies, 
unenvy'd in every thing but Happineſs;and 'tis 
impoſſible to ſteal that from us, when we 
have nothing elſe to do but to keep it : Nay, 
if we ſhou'd communicate it, we loſe nothing, 
but have more by giving. 1 coud reckon up 
Auguſtus, Diocleſian, Maximinian, Vatins, Em- 
pedecles, &c. who laid by their Scepters for 
Spades; and cou'd alſo mention how happy 
the Change was; butthe remembrance wou'd 
make my Crown too uneafie, which now [/ 
wuſt bear as well as I can. 

Beggar.————Tis in vain to wiſh On ei- . 
ther ſide what can't be avoided, But ,. ſay 
Brother, won't the Cale be {trangely alter'd 
by our different S:ations in the other Warld * — 

| Methinks 


Methinks I ſee you ſometimes royally ſeated 
amongſt the Repreſentatives of your Kingdom, 
ſometimes in private Council, turning over the 
Cabala, or darker MyFeeries of State, but al 
look'd upon as more than mortal. Methinks I 
alſo ſee my ſelf injur'd and over-pow'rd by 
the Mint of Damnation, and my Addreſſes to 
your Highneſs, by Friends or Petition, in agi- 
tation; Methinks I ſee my «old reception, 
Meanneſs of my Concerns loft amongſt Mat- 
fers C_ Moment, and my Importunity 
for a Diſpatch, anſwer'd by the Infolences of 
s hundred ſubordinate Officers ; one denies me 
admictance, another turns me out, and every 
one looks upon me an impertinent, worthleſs 
Thing, becauſe I left all my Nobility and At- 
tendanoe behind me among the Stars. 

Emperor .-w#—By this you may in ſome 
meaſure judge of the diftrated Cares of a 
Crown ; how amongſt theſe numerous Com- 
plaints, Petitions, &c. *tis impoſlible to hear 
and redreſs all, time won't permit, and Orm- 
—_— is not confer d to Earthly Scepters, to 
att every where, and every thing at once . 
Thinky?* it not affliting to a Father to ſee 
many of his Children ſtrugling under Unhap- 
pineſles, and whilſt he relieves ſome, others 
periſh ; and alſo that he has many more un- 
der the ſame Circumſtances, that he knows 
not of, 

Beggar. Enough ; let's not think fo 
much on the Evils of Humanity, as to loſe the 
tenſe of that little Good of which it is capa- 
ble; Not to be happy in ſome things, becauſe we 
cant in every thing, is an unkind Theft to our 

elves 


— TT. 


ſelves. Compare the DiſtraRions of other 


Crowns to yours, whilſt I examine Cot» 
tage is meaner thay mine ; and this (with other 
ike Inferences, ) will divert the black Refle- 
ftions we have made ; An earthly Phileſo- 
pher could ſay, Nemo Miſer nif S185. 
Come,let's not learn of the World below us but give 
them Examples. We can't miſs, if we retzre to 
our Regjon ; for there being nethivg but Equa- 
lity, *cis impofible any one ſhou'd pretend to 
be more happy or miſerable than another. 


<—— 
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DIALOGUE XIV. 


Between Two Spirits that made 2 
Contra® to keep a Correſpondence, 
whoever came to be Embodied 


frft. 


The UnbodiedFNErtainly he can underftand 


Spirit. — me, now I have aſſum'd 
this Body of Air. —— Holo Brothey——1 have 
been calling theſe two hours to no purpoſe 


Do you hear me now ? 


' Bodyed Spirit— Hear ye! Yes; who are 
ye? And what's your Buſineſs ? 

Unbody'd Sp. What, Have you forgot 
me your old Comrade, and your Contra ? Has 
this Lump of Humanity ſpoild all your Fa- 

cultigs, 


culties, or are you ungrateful, or oyer-proud 
of your new Lodging ? | 

Body'd S$y.—T don't know what you mean 
by Forgetfulneſs, or Contratt. 

Unbody'd Sp.—— That's very ſtrange: I'm 
certain, This x the Body you were to animate,and. 
by conſequence, vou muſt be the ſame Þrdivi- 
dual that agreed with me to k2ep'a Correſpon - 
dence, when you came into this Body. ' I had 
forgoe my ſelf, and have been all this eime 
ipeaking to you in the Language of Spirits, not 
knowing it was too fine tor the Perceptions of 
an Organiz'd Body. 

Body d Sp.——By this you'd make me be- 
lieve a Pre-exiftent State of Souls before they 
come intothe Body :. "But if there be ſuch a 
Stats,T have wholly forg"t it ; only I have ſome 
dark Ideas of things when they are mention'd 
that I never ſaw nor heard of before 3 which 
probably may proceed from the Cogyizence I 
took of 'em betore I was imbodyd. 

Unbody'd Sp.—— That's no Argument at all; 
ſince that Idea gives you neither the Specter, 
nor the Form of the Thing ſpoken of, if nei- 
ther be inention'd ; as for Inſtance, If I ſhou'd 
tell you in general Terms, That at the Weft- 
end of the Vatican at Rome, there's a curiou 
Picture; you wou'd preſently form an Idea © 
it in your Mind ; but perhaps it rhay be a 
Saint, inſtead of a Land-s&ip : bur to pads over 
that, have you any Idea of rhe Language of Spi- 
rts ? | 

Body 'd Sp. 
niCal, 


None but ſuch as is Orga- 


Unbody'd 


Pre-eriſtent Spirits. 

Unbodyd Sp,—PBy this you may ſee your 
Errour again ; for Spirits ſpeak one to another, 
as Man does, when be ſpeaks to God in bis Mind. 
Again, Man's Voice is limited ; I mean, when 
he ſpeaks, he is not heard but at ſuch a di- 
tance 3 but when one Spirit ſpeaks, all the 
Thouſand Millions of Spirits, where-ever dif- 
ry throughout the Creation, have a di- 

in& perception of ſuch Speech, if direted 
to them all at once; or if direted to ny 
one Spirit, be he never ſo far off, he only 
bears ; and not one of all thoſe that are be- 
ewixt him and the Speaker; ſo that tis as or- 
dinary a thing for Spirits to converle one with 
another at the moſt protracted diſtances, as 
*ris face to face ; but this is only to your Ca- 
paCity ; for there's no ſuch a thing as diſtance 
amongſt Spirits ; for they are asnear one ano- 
ther, when the whole Czlom Empyreum is 
betwixt'em, as they are when both together, 


4 and yet they are not like God, every where at 


once, or omnipreſent. 


Body'd Sy.————This is ſtrange Doctrine to | 


Mortals ; pray* how do Spiris move ? 


4 whether locally by a Mediam, or in an in- 


ſtant, or in Time, or how 2 
Unbody'd Sp. None of all this — for 
what is imparcible, is not moveable ; for, ac- 
cording to Humane Philoſophy, (which holds in 
this Caſe,) any thing thar is moving, whillt ic 
i5 moving, is partly in: termino a quo, and part- 
ly in termino ad quem; which 1s inconſiſtent 
with Impartibility. Nor can a Spirit move fo, 
as to paſs through a Medium : As for Inſtance, 
Togo from London to Rome, or Conſtantinople, 
withour 
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The Adventures of 

without pafling over the diſtance, or places 
betwixt *em: Now every thing that paſſes, 
paſſes _ = equiat to it ſelf, (as ſuppoſe 
through Air, Water, &*. the place that the 
Body is in, is equal to the Bodly which fills it.) 
But the place equal to an Indiviſible Spirir, 
(ſpeaking ad Humanum Captuns) is a Point 5 
and therefore if an Angel or Spirit, by his Mo- 
tion, paſſes through a Medium,he muſt neceſ- 
farily paſs through or number many Points in 
termito ad quem ; which is impoſhble. To 
ſpeak yet nearer the Common Apprebenſion of 
Mortals, a Man may in his Mind think of 
France, and then immediately of Syria, with- 
out thinking of Italy, which is the Medium, 
berwixt both : And this comes neareſt the 
Motion of Spirits”; now whether this Motion 
is effected in Time , or in an Inſtant. (As 
thus, When God Almighty commiſſiona- 


»rted an Angel to go and appear to Manoab, 


in coming from Heaven he mighe 
be a Day, an Hour, or a Minute ; or whe- 
ther he was there in the ſame wnſucceſſioe 
Moment wherein he receiv'd the Commiſſion.) 
To this we anſwer in reſpett of Men, who 
are ty'd up to the groſs Rules of Time, Place, 
Matter, &c, There was a Flux of Time be- 
twixt the Receipt of the Commilſlion, and the 
Execution of it : But in reſpe& of the Nature 
of Angels, the Receipt of their Commiſſion, 
the Execution of it, and a Thouſand Years 
after the Execution of it, were all included in 
one Uinſucceſſive Now : The Reaſon of ic 
is this, If there were a Time for the Begin- 


ning of an Afton, and another Time for the 
Ending 


Ending of it, then there word be Succeſſion, 
and by conſequence Pertibility ; but that's in- 
conſt (as above) with the Nature of an 
Indiviſible Being, as an Angel or a Spirit are. 
Body d Spirit. But ſuppoſing Motion, Time, 
Place, 8&c- to be attributed to Angels and Spi- 
rits, in reſpe& to Mankind, as really they are: 
—_———_—_, A Spirit is in ſuch a Place 
now, was not two Hours ſince. Suppoſing 
(Lay) ſuch a way of ſpeaking, in reference #o 
nd , how is it feaſible for & Spirit, 4 
oy &c. to be fo, orto go through the Ky- 
ole of a Door ? 
Unbodyd Spirit. Well, allowing fuch a Con- 
leſcention, ad Humanum Captum, yet 'tis a 
alpar Errour. Firſt, As to Witches : They ne- 
r do it, *tis their Spirits, and they (I mean 


| their Bodies and Animal Life) are all the while 


1 an Examinated Trance, wherein the Devil 
ves make uſe of their Fancy, to inform them 
what paſles at a diſtance in thoſe Aerial Bo- 
&s that reſemble them, and in which their 


Inſtances of ſuch Truths. A Spirit's paF- 
ag through a Key-bole is abſurdly ridiculous ; 
x fince Matter 15 not determinative on Spi- 
s, *tis all one to them to paſs through Gold, 
s, or the moſt Continues Solidities in Ne- 
, as to paſs through Air only, So thar 
ien a Spirit aſſumes an Aerial Body, fince 
it felt is Matter, or a Body, and ſince 
Tre can't be Penetration of Bodies, it follows, 
it a Spirit which is to go through Glaſs, 
re, &c. leaves the Aerial Body which it 
>, and only palles through the Gaſs, 


Stone, 


pirics really are : As Mankind want not ma- 
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Stone, &c, in its own Nature, and aſſumes a 
»ew|Body of Air on the other ſide ; and here al- 
{o may be a Solution of thoſe frange Riddles, 
(for fo they are to fome Mortals,) how a 
Witch receives the Wound in the ſame Part, in 
which the Aerial Repreſentation of her re- 
ceiv'd it. - As for Inſtance; A Fallen Angel 
prompts a Witch to affli& ſuch a Perſon : She 
conſents ; and being under this Ange!'s power, 
he makes uſe of natural Methods, fo as to in- 
vert the ordinary Operation of her Animal 
Powers, (as above,) that ſhe falls into a Traxce, 
inſenſible of Burns, Cuts, 8&c. Now this wicked 
Avyel having a permiſſive Poſſeſſion of ber Spirit, 
forms a Body of Air tor it, organiz'd, and fit 
for Perception, in which it aſſaults and af- 
flicts the Perſon deſign'd : Bart in all che In- 
ſtances that Mankind can bring of fuch Aeris 
Repreſentations that have been ſtruck at, whe 
ther in Humane or Brutal Shape, the Perſons 
that ſtruck never felt that they bit any thing 
but Air ; which is a certain Evidence that tw: 
not the true Body of what it repreſented 
Now, this wicked Angel being preſent with th 
Witch's Spirit, and taking notice where, anc 
what the Wound wou'd have been, had it 
been a rea! Body, amongſt other the Occur 
rences that he reyreſcnts to the Witch's Fancy 
he 1n/inuates the Wound, and at the ſame time 
intlicts it himſelt upon the real Part of the Bod 
which was repreſentatively cut or wounded im rb 
Phantaſm ; the Witch all the time believing the 
whole to be a real Truth, and acted per 
ſonally. h 


Unbody 
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Body'd Spirit. Poflibly *tis ſo. But, pray, is 
there a Number of Spirits, or different Species 
among (# *em ? 

Unbody'd Spirit. Humanely ſpeaking, there's 
Thouſands of Thouſanis ; but in the Language 
of Spirits there's no ſuch a groſs Term as Num- 
ber ; for Number is a diſcrete Quantity, caus'd 
by a Diviſion of Continuity : But this 1s incon- 
ſiſtent with the Nature of Spirits. And as 
to Difference of Species, tro which we might add 
Equality, or Inequality, they are Terms adapt- 
ed to Matter; and therefore amongſt Immate- 
rial Beings, *tis the moſt egregious Nonſence 
that can be imagin'd. 

Body'd Spirit. Whar's the difference betwixt 
a Spirit's Perception, and ours ? 

Unbody'd Spirit. A great deal, Men think, 
by means of the Senſes. Suppoſe the Eye : 
Firſt, There muſt be an Uni betwixt che 
Sight, and the thing ſeen; for Viſion is not 
in A&#, except the thing ſeen is after a certain 
manner in the thing ſeeing ; and this not by 
an Aſſumption of the Subſtance, but of the $1- 
militude of the thing feen,into the Eye. Now 
this /i/ive Power having allum'd a Similitude of 
the thing ſeen into the Eye,the Intellet abftraF#s 
Univer/als from it ; which A is call'd the 
Perception, and according to this Perception 
we judge and att. But 'tis not ſo with Spirits, 
they have no Perception from diviſible or ſen- 
ſible Objefts; for what by our Senſes we 
know of Material Objeas, that they know 
from the Efiluviums of the Deity. As for In- 
ſtance, God is the Cauſe of every Subjtance, both 
@ 10 its Matter and Form; therefore God, ac- 
F cording 


cording to his Eflence, (which is the Cauſe of 
all things) is the Similitude of all things. 
Hence Angels and Spirits, when they look up- 
on God, do (as ina Glaſs) ſee and know all 
Material and Immaterial Objes and Things 
whatever, when he pleaſes to communicate a 
Knowledge: And thus ic is that Departed Souls 
have Knowledge of things happening im thus Life. 

Bedy'd Spirit. What's the difference betwixt 
a Spirit's Thoughts and Language, fince you 
fay that their Language is like our Thoughts ? 

Unbody'd Spirit. 1 have already told you, 
that as Men have their Perceptions by means 
ot their Senſes, ſo Spirits have theirs from the 
immediate Emanations and ldeas of all things 
which they ce r:ginally in God : This is the 
manner of their Perception, and the making 
known this Perception, by direfting the Re- 
fit of it to one another, as Men do their 
Minds to themſelves, when they ſpeak to 
themſelves internally, without Lip or Voice. 
This, I {ay, is the Langage of Spirits ; which 
is as different from their Perceptions as the 
Ac of Receiving and Communicating is a- 
mongſt Men. 

Body'd Syirit. Whether do Spirits and An- 
oels love, tcar, are angry or pleasd, &c. as 
Men are. 

Unbedy*d Spirit. Not at all, "tis inconſiſtent 
with their Nature, theſe being Ads adapted 
ro the Powers of the Senſitive Soul : So that 
when Speech, Lowe, Hate, Fear, Courage, Tempe- 
7:zace,8&c. are attributed to Angels or >pirics,'tis 
an Numan, or a Condelſcention adapted 
to Humane Dialeti. To Love amongſt Spirits, 

is 


Pywe-eriftent Spirits. 

is to wiſh Good to one another: To rejoyee, is 
to reſt the Will in ſome good Habit : Terpe- 
rance is a Moderation of the Will, according 
to the Rule of the Divine Will : Fortzrude is a 
firm and reſolute Execution of the Divine Will; 
And fo of all other Concupiſcible Powers. 

Body'd Spirit. Whether can ſeveral Spirits be 
in one place at the fame time. 

Unhodyd Sp:rit. I have already told you, 
that Spirits know no ſuch a thing as Place ; "tis 25 
incongruovs a Term to their Nature as Time 
is. So that, what you call F/xc-, is the fame 
thing to them as zo p/zce; and if fo, Spirits, 
according to that Notion you have of Place, 
may be FiveM::lons together in a Quart-Botrle, 
and yer never a one be there ; but 'tis impol- 
livle to mak2z you underitand the manner how, 
farther than by a dark Similitude. Suppots 
Five Millions of Perſons thou'd all defire at the 
1ame time to be upon the Tep of the Monument, 
(erefted in Remembrance of the Conflagra- 
tion of the Fire of Lundcn : )) Now theſe Fits 
M1ii;:ons defiring to be there art the fame time, 
it follows that their Men's mull tv there ail ar 
once3 yet aot one of fem can tay, his Thought 
or Mind was cr-d d there by other Ainds which 
were therc alſo: And thus might Five 1 71:/:07s 
ef Spirits be ia a Quart Botile at one time, withe 
out juitling one aiorher tor Room ; but-thus 
only by a Virtua! Application of themſelves thi- 
ther. I muit be gone, there's 2 Gemera! 
Aſſignation of our Order to meetat the / *nſick 
of the Spheres, and it my Place be feurd empty, 
ny Name will be daſh'd out of the Catalogue, 
upon a Suppoſiricn hat I 21 imbody'd. 


F 2 Body'd 


> ec Im 


68 


Body'd Spirit, Well, I acknowledge my Ohb- 
ligations for this Favour : Pray, let me con- 
verſe with you as oft as you can, It won't be 
long but I ſhall pur off chi Clog, and change 
Circumſtances with you ;z and then Ill be as 
kind in informing you of ſuch things as you 
will alſo forget when you come into a Body. 


—_ ——_— 


DIALOGUE XV. 


Betwixt Two Spirits, about the Mu- 


ſick of the Spheres. 


S— = weary with that drumming 
ſort of Noiſe; there's nothing 
but an Eternal Din of one Tune, o'er and ver. 
There's better Muſick, ten to one, every Bar- 
tholomew-Fair. 

2. Sp, — Pray, let me ask you one 
Queſtion: Is there any Muſick better than 
the Original of all Muſick ? 

I. Sp. No. 

2.Sp,— Very well: Then ſince theſe Muſe 
cal Djaſtems and theſe harmonious Motions, which 
proceed from the different Poſitions and 
Heighths of che Planets, and the Correſpondent 
Symmetry of the Heavens, are the firſt Original 
of Muſick, all other Harmony which the 
lower World pretends to, ares but Imitations 
of this great Original, So that thoſe little 
tickling Fancies of nick, Dorick, Phrygian, - 

other 


Ne-eriftent Spirits, 

other Meaſures, are but a different way of 
Trial to come the neareF? ours ; and if Mor- 
tality cou'd find out the true Spherical Muſick, 
they wowd never ſeek farther, nor alter it for 
any other, becauſe *cis impoſlible to deſire or 
chuſe an Imperfeftion, when Perfettion ſtands by. 
But 'tis no wonder the World below zs think the 
Muſick of the Spheres a Fable, when one of our 
own Order ſhou'd undervalue it at ſuch a rate. 
But perhaps you are of the ſame Opinion as 
Mankind, and thels are only Words of Courſe, 
becauſe you have a mind to be upon the 
Ramble. 

x. Sp. Truly, T am not very well ſatsfied, 
whether I hear any thing, or no. 

2. Sp. Yes, you hear, but without Con- 
cern; which makes me believe, that you be- 
long not to ors, but to the Animal Order, and 
in that Order you are deſfign'd to animate an 
Aſs, which, amongſt all Creatures, never beeds 
Muſick. You, and all Mankind, muſt grant, 
that the Planets move, and that Sound neceſſa- 
rily proceeds from Motion, and that this Sound 
mult either be ſweet or harſh : Now, if a fix'd 
Obſervation of Numbers moderate the Mo- 
tion, it effetts a Symphonows Harmony, conlo- 
nant to ſuch a Motion ; but if it be not go- 
vern'd by Meaſures, there procceds an unplea- 
fant Noiſe. But in this admirable Struffure of 
the Heavens, there is nothing but ſerled Rules 
and Proportions, curious Differences of Magnitude, 
Celerity, and Local Diſtances, which are conſtant- 
ly circumagitated through the Etherial Orbs ; as 
in the tollowing Figure. 
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"Lis this Syſeme that all Muſicians imitate 
and thoſe that come the neareſt it, have made 
their Calculations from Arithmetical Proportions, 
in which this /aj# Age has exceeded all former 
ones, having now laid down Rules to reduce 
all Audibles into Vifibles, or Viſibles mto Audibles ; 
that is, can give Direttions for Building a 
Houſe, agrecable to the Meaſures of a Muſica? 
Compoſure ; Cr can play the Proportions of any 
Houſe new built, 19998 a Muſical Inſtrument. It 
Mankind fearches a little deeper in the Mufi- 
eal Screxce, they will find out a Device to imi- 
tate our Spherical Mnſick by a voluntary Scif- 

Motion, 
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Motion, or frame Inſtruments that ſhall play 
themſelves. 

1. Sp. Say you ſo? Indeed, the Nowelry of 
that wou'd colt me many a Ramble. 

2. Sp. But why ve Muſick on Earth, more 
than here ? 

1. Sp. Becauſe I find by my Heavineſs, I am 
grown fo like a Body, that I ſhall foon have 
fuch a Relation; and you know 'tis natural for 
all Beings to be affeticd with ſomerhmg like 
themſelves : However, I'll be ſure (if I can re- 
member) to inform the Lower World of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Spherieal Muſick; and what 
Meaſures they ought to take, to come as near 
it as poſſible. In the mean time, Farewell. 

2, $p.—— Hold: It you deſign to viſit the 
Lower World, you may be ſerviceable to 'em, 
it you put 'em in mind of «ſing leſs Phyſick, 
and more Muſick, ſince it alters all the Patlions 
of the Mind, and is the readieſt way to cor- 
rett Grief, Anger, Pity, Love, Fears, Deſires, and 
all other Patiions of the Mind : And if the 
Mind may be thus regulated, their Phyſicians 
need not to be told how great an Influence ic 
has upon the Body. Another Remark you may 
add, (if you are like to find Credit,) that*tis on- 
ly the Muſick of rhe Spheres that keeps Anzels and 
Spirits in @ perpetzal Health, 
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DIALOGUE XVL 
Berween Two Spirits of a poor Do- 


Hor, his Friend, and a modern 


Philoſopher, alias, Sharper. 


— Ankrupcy ! Oh the dreadful Sound 
is ſuthciently confoundativre with- 
out the thing it ſelf; @ Dun to my Breakfaſt 
every Movyning, and to play at Hide all day 
long for fear of the Counter-Vermin ; and all 
this too, (if Fate knows what's what,) by the 
Prodigality of a hopeful Son, who, with Cocks, 
Houſes, and half a dozen Myiſſes , cou'd thruſt 
a dozen ſuch Eſtates as mine, into the 
narrow Compaſs of a few Bonds, Bills, Mort- 
gages, &c. Oh theſe unwetcome Lights of 
Heaven, how faſt they number out Uſe- Mony- 
Days ! Alas, what an unhappy Spirit am I ! 
How gladly wou'd I change Conditions with 
a Vegitable Soul, tho' it were to anunate an 
bumble Shrab ! 

Friend — How Prother, animate Shrubs, 
and !leep in fuch glorious Star as tha , where 
you can have no diſturbance at all; pray he 
@ little farther, and take the other Nap, and 
you'll be well- 

Debt.— 1 cannot fleep for the Scrivener , 
he hites me ſo; and it by chance I fall into 
a Slumber, I dream of the poar Man's Box, 

and 
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and the rr or elſe that I fee my Son 


on Horſeback, riding into Quagmires. 

Friend, hy do you rave of Soy, 
Buarter-day, &Cc. and are not yet got intothe 
other world ? 

Debt. —— But I'm @ going; and my Mis- 
fortunes will be ſuch there, as I have juſt 
now told you. 

Fijend. —— Alas Poor wretch; and done 
you know how to prevent all this 2 Ariſe,and 
tollow me; there's a Company of Wits that in- 
habic the Planet Mercury , will certainly put 
you into ſome way to avoid your Misfor- 
tunes 3 nay, tho' they are ſuch arc imevitably 
fated to you. 

Debt. — Alas, my Son's Horſes have eaten 
me into a Conſumption, that 1 can ſcarce get 
up 3 but however PF ll cry, ſince you talk of 
Remedies ; Come, let's be going. 

Friend. Holo Mercurial Philoſophers, 
open the Wicket there. 

Philoph. —= Who's that 2 His Bawling has 
made my Brain mſcarry of a bopeful Notion.---- 
However, come in; 

Debt. — — Ym ſorry for thatz I wiſh [ 
cou'd miſcarry of wine too ; —— ILBur where's 
the Philoſopher ? I can't fee him. 

Philoſopher. —— Look up, Friend, D'ye ex- 
pet a Wit to lic grov'/:mg upon Threſholds. 


Debt. Bleis me ! he's bang'd up in a 
Basket yonder. Pray Mr. Philoſopher. 
why ſo high ? 


Philoſoph. — 1 walk ith Air, and gaze upon 
tbe Sun, and it my Intelle& were not thus 


you 
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you do, — But what's the occaſion of 
your Viſit * 

Debt. ——— I'm going into the other 

World where 1 [ball be torn in pieces with 

p Debts and Uſury ; which to avoid, I wou'd ei- 
ther pav ia current Money or Words, The firlt I 
ſhan't be able to raiſe; and the laſt Pm not 
Matter of 3 therefore I'm come to ask your 
Coun!i-l about ir. 

Philoſoph. —- There's no need of the rf, 
if your Deb!s were'double, Fil teach you 
pretently how to come off. —- Stay a little ;— 
Ay, that's righ:, Oh happy Art! This it is, 
not to limic ones Thoughts to a Threſhold ; 
but like a Bird ftetterd in a String, to allow 
-em Liberty to play and fiutter i:1 the Air. — 
In the firit place, yuu mult fr! rhe Moon, 
and keep it under Lock and KLy Thirty days 

tore your Lay ot Payment comes. 

Debt. Why ſo? 

Philsſeph. If you ray Uſe by the 
Months, ard there be no Moon to meaſure 
out theſe Months, then no Ulſe can be de- 
mandecd. 

Der. i don't know how to effe& ſuch 
a Task; ——-[ think 'tis far better to hang my 
ſelf before the Day of Payment, and then my 
Creditors will never profecute me. 

Philoſoph. No, no, Rou talx ke one 
that was never hang d up in a Basket ; 
Dor't you know the Law provides two days, 
one for Citation, or Demand of Payment, 
and the other for Payment ? 

Debt. —— Well; and what then ? 
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Philoſ.— Tis impoflible they ſhou'd come 
both at a time ; ſo that one day is a warning 
zo get ready, and run away the next, But this 1s 
not halt; you are to learn the all-convincing 
Speech beſide. 

Debt. —— Pray what's that? 

Philoſ. —— You mult learn to Banter 
where you find your Creditor a little fotr : 
As for initance; When they ask you for 
Money , fetch *'em out a Taliſman , or any 
other thing, and ask *em what it is 2 —If 
they ſay, they cart tell; reply, Do you ak 
Money, and are fo very a Dunce? If they 
ask you for the Intereſt, ask *em what they 
meas, or what kind of Creature that is ? 
They'll anſwer, "Tis an Encreaſe of Money by 
Months, Days, &c. Ask whether the Sea grows 
bigger by an encreaſe of all the Rivers that run 
into it ? If they fay, Nog Ask 'em, With 
what a Conſcience they can expect their Money 
ſhou'd increaſe ; and fo you may treat *em 
all to the End of the Chapter. 

Debt. — TI don't know what to fay to't, 
tor I believe theſe Shams won't take, eſpeci- 
ally ſince I have to deal with a Shole of Hoy/e- 
Leeches, call'd Scriveners, Bankers ? *rwill paſs 
with Tailers, Barbers, and a few Drapers : 
but——{ muſt be going, Farewel Mr. Baskert- 
Teer. 

Philoſopher ——Pray as you go along, Re- 
member the poor Priſoners. 
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DIALOGUE XVII. 


Between Two Spirits on the Ramble, 
and a Flight of Witches, with 
their Guides, 


T, Sp, | © ! What's the meaning of 
this 2 Yonder's Materiality flying 
in the Air : What can be the Supporter ? 

2. Sp. Necromaxcy, perhaps, - or Sorcery, or 
Witchcraft. Come, Shall we put a Stop toi ? 
Pm ſure none of the Creation has any Buſi- 
neſs there with Tubs, Caldrons, &Cc. 

1.Sp, There's a Colt, and a Calf too : Per- 
haps they are the People of the World in the 
Alcon, and are going to fome Fair. 

2. Sp. What! Going to a Fair out of their 
Globes ? No. Come, let's attack *em at the 
worlſt it can but be the Devil, and we are a 
{trong as he, and leſs innocent. | 

x. Sp. Right: —— Let's look big, and ſpeak 
boldly.— Stand, there: What Commiliion 
have ye in theſe Quarters, you-—Tvb-man ? 
What! Have ye young ones with ye? Ye 
ſha'n't wag an Ace farther, till we know upon 
what Errand ye are poſting. 

1. Fallen Sp— Why, ye Etherial Stragglers : 
Are we bound to give you an Account ? 

1.59, Ye muſt dot, or diſoblige your Hag:, 
ta detcnd your ſelves, 


2. Fallen 


2, Fallen Sp— Dortt prejudice my Caldros, 
and Tl! tell ye whither I'm marching with my 
Tribe. 

I. Sp. Say then. 

2. Fallen Sp.-— Into the French King's Cel- 
lar for two or three Hours, to treat my faith- 
ful Servants there, with every thing that's 
grateful to their Senſes. 

I. Sp. Very well. And you, Mr. Tub- 
volant, ſay which Way bound,----quickly,---- 
or we'll turn your Diddi-Birds out of their 
Neſt ; do you lend 'em Wings, if you can, to 
bear up their Garbidge. 

I. Fall. Thus have I ſeen a laden Pin- 
naee brav'd by a meaner empty Veſlel. -— 
Well—-- I alfo am upon the ſame Journey 3 
and if ye will come along with us, you'll ſee 
ſuch Entertainment as none of your Order ever 
ſaw before: 

1.Sp.— No,—— We muſt have no S0- 
ciety with Apoſtates SSS= Come, turn out of 
your Lodgings, we muſt have thz Tub; mount 
your Servants upon that Col: 

Witches, Weare a Dozen of usalready, and 
therefore too many, unleſs we muſt ride upon 
the Main, and hang upon the Tail. 

I. Sp. Yes, yes; any how, according 
as you can agree; we give no Orders inthat.-- 
So, that's very well —  T Come, turn out 
of the Caldron, and beſtride your Calf ; he 
looks as if he wanted to ſuck you, Very 
well: Now, Ladj-Haggs, jog on fottly, 
that ye don't jade your Courlers before your 
Journey's End. 


2, Fallen 


Fhe Udventit s of 

2. Fallen<p. Remember this when you come 
to be Incorporate: Aſſure your ſelves, we ſhall 
be equal with you then. 

I. Sp. Come, don't prate, for fear ye 
ſtumble, and loſe a Bunch.— We know your 
Power well enough, that "tis limited. No 
more:— Troop off, and ſhew your Shapes. 

2. Sp. — This Plunder will be extreamly 
welcome to Aquarizs : You heard of the Mit- 
fortune of bis Water-Pots being broken the 
other Day, by the Retrograde Dragon ; Ha !--- 
won't theſe ſerve in their Room as well as 
may be 2? 

1. Sp, — If they had been both of a fort, 
it had been better ; this Tb will be ſubje to 
leak. - But perhaps Aries can hammer theCal- 
dron into Two with his Horns, and atterwards 
puſh it into the ſhape of the Pitchers : And if 
fo, we'll make a Bore fire of the Tub, and laugh 
at the }orld below, who will ſhoot it with their 
Teleſcopes, for a prodigious Comer. 

2.5p.— Right, again. But methinks, 
the Pleaſantneſs of this Enterpriſe ſeems to be 
abated, by the Concern of getting unperceiv'd 
into our Lodgings : Suppoſe we ſhow'd be met 
with by the Watch, 'ewill ſpoil the Humour 
on'e. 

r. $p,—Piſh, never trouble your ſelf about 
that : Leave the Management of it to me. 
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DIALOGUE XVII. 


Between Two Spirits that are to be 
Mayor and Mayorels of a certain 
Corporation : And when they 


come into their Bodies. 


I, *] Have juſt now been with the Secretary 

of Fate, to be reſolv'd about ſome 
Corporal Queſtions, for I judgd my Imbodying 
near at hand, Bur *twas not that that puſh'd on 
my Curioſity fo much, as to know why I had 
ſuch an unaccountable Inclination to your 
Company. 

2. Sp. And are you reſolv'd now ? 

I. Sp. Yes: I'm to be Lord Major of ——— 
in 1740. and you are to be my Lady Mayoreſs. 
2. Sp. I the Mayoreſs ? Why ture! Am nor I 
as fit to be my Lord Mayor as you ? 

I. Sp. I ſuppoſe you will always think fo, or 
elſz you'll break the Cuitom ; but Fare has de- 
lign'd your Meuld different trom mine : You 
areto have a Body of a p.culiar, thin, brittle ſort 
of Clay; and, in ſhort, you ll be the weakey 
Veſjel, and therefore detign'd for other Ulcs 
than the Burden of a Sword and Mace. 

2. Sp. What Uſes, (my Dear:) Methinks 
I begin to be i» Love, before 1 know what 
it 15, 

1. Sp. Did you take notice of thoſe three 
Soxls that fled by jult now ? 

2. Of, 
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2. Sp. Yes: Are they to be our Relations, 
when we come into the other World ? 


1: Sp, No nearer than your Son and two 
Daughters. There were two other Souls that 
usd to be much in their Company about 
Twenty Years ſince, which in a little time 
will be your Father and Mother : But I ſhall ſpoil 
the Buſineſs, by reckoning up Genealogies, I'm 
told, you'll be very ſevere to me. 

2, Sp. In what? 

1.5p. Unkind Prudence, and more cruel Cu- 
ffom will bind you to hard Laws, and teach 
you this Leſſon ; Starwe your ſelf, to keep your 
Slave poor. 

2. dp. That's a hard Leſſon, indeed : 
But perhaps 'tis taught, to avoid harder. 

1. Sp.--- Right : For thoſe that don't ſtand 
upon their Guard, are eaſily trepannd, and 
wheedFd into a Thouſand Misfortunes 3 eſpe- 
Cially, that great one of Raſh Weddings. But 
to avoid all this, let you and I finiſh our Court: 
ſhip here. 

2, Sp. I'm afraid Pre-exiſtent Contratts will 
be forgot, or, at leaſt, raiſe Jealouſies amongſt 
our Rival School fellows. 

1. Sp. Never tear that: Aſſume one Body of 
Air, and I'll prepare another, and then we'll 
talk it once oer again. 

2.5p. But what Dreſs is A-la-mode ? 

I Sp. Ruffs and Commoedes will be out of 


Faſhion : But what need you take care ot] 


that 2 Any Dreſs is every Drefs, if there's no 
other preſent to compare it by.— Ay, that 
will do, —- O the Charms of the Petti- 


coat |—— Msethinks I'm already got whhin 
the 
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the Influence of that Command, Increaſe and 
Multiply, 

2. Sp. This is a near way of Wooing indeed. 
Where's your Billet-Deuxes, your Vows and 
Dying ? - 

I. Sp. Hold, no more of that Nonſenſical 
Cant; 'tis all but an honeſt way of Fernica- 
zicn at a diſtance. 

2. Sp. Fye upon this Dorinal Part of Woo- 
ing: The World below wou'd think this a 
itrange Name for their Tenderneſſ:s 

I. Sp. 'Tis neither better nor worſe; it I 
love a woman, *tis no more in other terms, 
than I wor'd ſleep with ber; lo that {queezing 


Hands, graſping Knees, kifting, hugging &c. 


OE 


, are Infant-Offers on both fides at ſome!hing 


elſe ; *tis the extremity of thele Defires that 
ſheds the Blood of Rivals, prompts to Sxi- 
cide, and Tenants Bed/am ; —— when perhaps 
the Party all the while belier'd ic to be pure 
Love, innocent Gratir:de, harmleſs Eltcem, 
rehn'd Friendſhip, &«c. Nor cor fidering that 
true Friendſhip increaſ2s by the nuultitude of 
Rivals,and that no Man was ever angry with 
his Neighbour for loving his Wife's Soul; 
when you come into the other world, you'll 
find no 7ilts nor Bullies in Bed/am for Love, 
no Aftronts taken at the Encomiums of a 
Woman's Mind, no defyeration for want of 


| an Union of Souls, In ſhort, all Languiſh- 


ments, Sighs, Vows, Proteſtations, and all 
the long Chriſt-Croſs Row of Lovers is nothing 
elſe but the plain So, So, in another Dreſs, 
Friendſhip is another thing, and is too ſacred 
to be mention'd at the ſame time as Love ; 

u 
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it has no dependance at all on the Body, far- 
cher than that has a relation to the Mind , 
but Friendſhip is a Subje& too toreign for 
menopolizing Lovers, and may be diſcuſs'd 
when we have nothing clſe to do ; therefore 
in ſhort, what Stomach have you to an ho- 
neſt Prolification? Am I yours now; or 
muſt I carry till a real Naturalization reads 
the ſame Leſſon to you over again in another 
World ? 

2 Sp. Il conſider ont; and in the mean 
time, it I ſhoud conſent, 1 hope you'll ſeeme 
better riggd than the reſt of my Neigh- 
bours. 

1 Sp. Yes, yes, never fear that. 

2 Sp, — Then Pm yours; but I 
won't fay, I love you, leſt you ſhou'd tell 
me again what Love is. 


DIALOGUE XIX. 


Between the Parcz, ( viz. Clotho, 
Lachefis, and Atropos, and a 
Book-Seller. 


Parce =— [IF Mr. Letter-monger, and pre- 

pare for your Body, we are 
drawing out the fir# Thred of your Tempora- 
lit. 
Bookſuller.—— V Vhat mine ? Pray lay that 


Diſt iffe by, and take another ; do dear Ley, 
an 
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aud 7 me be a Priſoner theſe hun- 
dred years, — ]'m afraid of Incor- 
poration 5 for even Divinity-Books, are 
a meer Drug; but perhaps in a hundred 
years more, Times may be better: I never 
intreated before, deny me not now. 

Parce,—— We'll grant your Requeſt af- 
ſoon as any Body's elſe ; but the Dice are 
calt, and there's no reſiſting Fate; you 
muſt budge whether you will or no : 
Come, dom: think to wheedle, and perſuade 
us like Cuſtomers ; you aren't got behind the Coun- 
Fer yet, 

Bookſeller. — T know it very well 3 — and 
ſince there's no Lntreaty that can prevail, Pre 
done. Now rauſt I ſtand Centry ſeven years 
with mY* tingers in my mouch , and bare- 
headed, the better to receive the Impreflion 
of the cunning Myſery. Methinks I 
havegor it already ; Now for a fine 
Fetch wich that Author about Supernumera- 
ries, or Printing a greater Number ſecretly, 
than I contracted for ; Can't I handfomly in- 
terlope with my Neighbour H— *s Copys 
tis a very good one,and the Author is at work 
again. Suppoſe to get the next Copy, I go and 
out-b:d for this, now 'tis toolate, and tell the Au- 
thor he was Wheedled and Chous'd out of his 
Labours. — 1 muſt [queeze that Book binder, 
"Twill belp towards the loſs of my late Impreſſion. 
— I his Copy-Monev runs away with a 
great deal of my Gains, Can't I curn Plagzary, 
and with a handiom fleight of Hand, put a 
new Ti:le upon that old Book ; or were't not belt 
to turn 4wuthor my ſeif, by pillaging other Mens 
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Works-—— Right, that will do, TH part with 
no more Copy-Money theſe ſeven years... 
This Colleiow which I have already made, 
would paſs, with a good Title Page. 
A R and I, can invent ſome ſpeci- 
ous one for it.'Tis not a Farthing matter whe- 
ther *tis agreeable to the Subje& within treated 
of :»—— But how ſhall I come off with thoſe 
Scandalous Pampblets, 1 ſhall print under the 
Name of Fob» « Nokes upon Tower-hill, 
Grub-ſftreet. the Strand, or any where elſe ? 
Sha!ll 1 fuffer for another's Pampbletteering, 
for telling News before it happens, and fome- 
times fuch as always has, is, and will be a 
Notorious Lye? No I thaxk ye, fo long as I 
know how to be in League with the Meſſen- 
ger of the Preſs, and fome body elf& Ill run 
the hazard. Now for a Body ! with all 
the ſatisfattion imaginable,for when lcome in- 
to the other World, poſſibly I may attain to be 
as crafty as my Neighbours, and if fo, MIven- 
ture one ſtep further, to get above 'em: I have 
only one Requeſt ro make, (Dear Miſtreſs of 
Fate) that you will ſend but a few Bookſellers, 
and a great many Authors into the World, for 
theſe Threeſcore and Ten Years. 
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DIALOGUE XX. 


Petwixt a Tranſmigrated Soul, and 
an Unbodied Spirit. 


Tranſmig. ELL, how fare our Friends, 

Spirit. Brother ? I long to be a 
Member again of your Society, and to be 
freed from the ſtrange Alliances I have con- 
trated, 

Unbedy'd Spirit. Why, what Relations have 
you now ? 

Tr. Sp. My preſent Relations are a forward 
Crop of Beans, but what Kindred I ſhall meet 
with the next Harveſt, I know not: I came 
out of a Sprat the laſt Near, having finiſkd my 
Circuition and Change through all che Warry 
Inhabitants. 

Unbady'd Sp. Pray, what fort of Fiſh gave 
you the molt croubleſome Entertainment ? 

Tr. Sp. The Porpas, by far, te be ſureevery 
Weſterly Wind I was Drunk with tumbling 
oer, and o'cr, if it had not been for a pittying 
Colizer, who by a lucky. Shot made a hole uit 
big enough to creep: out of my Priſon, I 
might have lain in Sal: pick/e theſe forty years 
longer ; but *cis all one, for I was turn'd. out 
of one Priſon, to be Chain'd in another ; for 
I can't expe to | unge the Laws of Fanend 
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* have my Tranſmigrations finiſht before another 


Thouſand Years more are ex ired. 

Unb. Sp. Why fo ? 

Tr. S$p. Becauſe I muſt runthrough all things 
Terreſtrial, Marine, and Volatile, before have 
finiſhe my Task, and expiated the wicked+ 
nels of my Pre-ex:ent State, which expiation 
always laſts three thouſand years; 'tis an un- 
alterable Decree, that all Spirits are to be pu- 
rify'd by ſuch a Diſcipline, only here's the 
difference ; that Spirits are to' atiuate moſtly 
in thoſe Creatures that are of the ſame Diſpo- 
ſitions as they were ; as for Inſtance; The 
Juſtice of Fate afligns ſuch as are Angry and 
Malicious into Serpents, the Ravenozs into 
Wolves, the Frandul:m into Foxes, and fo of 
the reſt; only here and there's a good Spirit, 
whoſe attions being moſt rational, tranſmi- 
grates out of one Man into another, finiſhing 
moſt of the three Thou/and years in humane Bo- 
dies, and as for other Creatures, the Fates 
take care that they ſpeedily die, that that part 
of the Tranſmigration may be quickly over, 
and reafon good. for ir by chance they ſhou'd 
be unjuſtly confir*d beyond the three Thouſand 
Tears, there's no 21nends to be made, but ſome 
preferment amongſt the Officers of Fate, 
who are always exempr from the Duties of 
Humanity. 

Uni. Sp. Pray give an Inſtance of ſome 
_ that has animated ſeveral Humane Bo- 

ie, 

Tr.'Sp. I my ſelf was firſt infus'd 'into e/E- 
twalides, then paſs'd into Pruphorbus, then into 
Hermot:os, then ino Pyrovin, them tht Py- 

thaguras ; 


or 


Preeriſfent Spirits. 
thagoras ; then I lefe Humanity, and Tranſ- 
migrated in'o an Elephant, and fo on through 
every diſtiat Species in the Creation, and 
now art laſt I'm got into a Bean. 

Unb. Sp. I can get into a Bean too, if I 
pleaſe : Bur here*s the Queſtion; Is this Bray, 
my proper Reſidence, and am I, by a Virtual 
Contatt, confin'd more to it, than to any 
other Being, or Place whatever? I am rather 
of Opinion, that all this noiſe about Tranſmi- 
gration is no more than thus. That fuch as 
are of an equal Temper, Judgment, Inclina- 
tion, &c, may be faid to be unanimous, or 
ated by the ſame Spirit, eſpecially if chey 
live in different Ages. I can't conceive it to 
be any thing elſe, but, like Care, Motion, Study, 
8c. of ſome dead Perſon appearing m ſome living 
one; and thus you, if you acted Pyt2agoras, 
you were no more Euphorbus, Hermotinus, or 
Pyrrhus, than as you had an Inclination to the 
ſeveral Excellencies that appeared in thoſe 
Perſons,and thus a Tranſmigration into Fiſhes, 
Trees, Plants, &c. is nothing elle but a ſtudy 
of their Nature. 

Tr. Sp. You might have added, That 'tis a 
Dodrine that has not been received in the 
lower World theſe many Years ; and that*tis 
alſo believ'd, that 'twas a politick Juggle to 
make the Age Virtuous, by ſuggeſting, that 
if Perſons liv'd ill Lives, they ſhou'd faffer 
ſuch and ſuch dreadful Tranſmigrations after 
Death ; but you'll find to your Sorrow, when 
you come to put off your firſt Body, that all 
15 matter of Fat, and no Politick Juggle. 
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Unb. Sp. When it comes to't, I'll believe it, 
but not before, ſince Pythagoras, who is at- 
firm'd to be the greateſt Patron of this Do- 
Arine, did allo teach, That the Swbſtantive 
Unity of one Number, is not the Unity of another, 
and if fo, there's no Tranimigration of one 
Animal into the Life of another different Ani- 
mal, but a continuance (as long as there is a 
Being) under the Law of its own Nature, and 
particular- Species 3 Species 15 not coincident with 
Species 3 and this is alſo. imply*d by one of Py- 
thagoraf's Symbols, viz. He mutt not wear the 
Image of God wm a Seal-Ring ; that is, as God 
cant be, reſembled, or included in Corporeal 
matter, ſo a Humane Spirit (which is the I- 
mage of God) muſt not ſtoop fo low as to 
aQtuate meaner Nature than the Rational. 

Ti. Sp. Pythagoras hetd a Correſpondence 
with Spirits, and cou'd not be miſtaken, what 
inſtances you have brought, are none of his, 
Timon, Lenopbanes, Cratinus, Ariſtophon, Her- 
nippas, and others, have aſcribv'd many things 
to Pythagoras, which he never ſaid nor wrote. 
But you'll be better fatisfy'd when you 
come4g'makean Experiment your ſelf. 

Unb. Sp. *Tis no matter whether they are 
his or; .no,- they are, truth, and truth never 
claſhes with truch, but is always the ſame : 
Bucl ſ{uppole you are in a Dream, inſtead of, in 
4 Bean, or. I wou'd advile you to gaps, for 
here's-a ſhower of Rain, which will help on 
with yoyr Germination, and haſte your 
Change into a Cabbage. 
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DIALOGUE XXL 


Amongſt the whole Confiſtory of 
Spirits, Examining a Heretick 
Soul, about ſame new DoSirines 
beld forth in Oppoſition - to the 
Common receiv d Opinions of the 
Atherial Fraternity. 


Coley TRocucy the Prifoner, and his 
Pamphſlet ;, and let's hear what 
he can-ſay in proof of his new Do&rines 3 if 
we admit of one Innovation kere, no wonder 
the World below us is all in Flames and Divi- 
frons, 

Regiſter of Fate. He is ready here, and his 
Pamphlet too—Will ye be pleas'd that T, 
or he read. 

Conſit.. No, let him begin, and* make his 
Defence to every particular Article as he goes 
along. 

Priſoner. I accept the freedom of making 
my Defence to the Myſterious Truths that L 
have diſcovgred, as a very great Favour, 
ped ſhall without any- Preface begin as fol- 
IOW, 


The 
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The Firſt Cannon T 'ay down is, That the 
Sun and Moon are no P/anets (as i wulgarly be- 
liewd) but the two F;es of the World, and that 
which you call Eclipſes, nothing elſe but the 
Worlds wmking whn tw ſleepy. 

Conſiſt. How | the World ſleepy ? Prove 
that. 

Pr. You'll allow the World to be Matter, 
and as ſoon as it was created, to be ſent of an 
Errand,- and ride Poſt until this very Minute, 
without any intermiſſion whatever : You will 
alſo grant, chat the whole is of the ſamena- 
ture as all its parts, and that motion wears a- 
way, ard deſtroys what is material, unleſs it 
have ſonic Reparations, 'tis impoſlible always 
to run, move, a, &c. I ſpeak of particular 
parts 0j Matter, and the ſame alſo holds good 
concerning the whole. I know the great Ob- 
je&ion that you'll make, and theretore will 
Obviate'it, to fave your labour, viz. 'Tis im- 
p*ſſible to pretend to particular Funttions in Na- 
ture, and at the ſame time to be aſleep. - 
To which, 1 Aniwer. 1 hat the Soul 
of the World is never ſleepy, no more than 
the Spirit in Humane Bodies; but you can't 
deny it impofiible for a Man in's Sleep, to 
Walk, Saddle Horſes, Mow, Plow, &c. of 
which, there are Inſtances enough ; juſt fo 
the Soul of the World follows on its Task, 
cho' irs material frame may be aſleep ; for if 
ic did not it would break its Commifſion, by 
leaving ſome part af the World in too long a 
Darkneſs; bur this is not a Poſition enter- 
raind only by me, take the Sentiments of the 
lower World upon it, ſome of which call the 

| Eclip- 
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Pee-eriftent Spirits. 
Eclipſes ze, or the Labours of the Moon, 
ſome ſhot at it to keep it awake, ſome held 
up Torches, and ſounded Inſtruments of Braſs 
to eaſe it: Whence one of their Poets. 


Cum fruſtra reſonant ara auxiliaria Lune. 
Metam» Lib. 4- 


And another. 


Una laboranti peterit ſuccurrere Lune. 
Juven. Sat. 6. 


All which conſidered, perhaps may render 
the Do&rine as reaſonable as 'tis new, 

Confif, — Well, we ſhall weigh your Rea- 
ſons by andy, what's your next Theſis. 

Pr. Second Canon. That the Conſtellations in 
the Heavens, call'd the Dragon's-Head and Tail, 
are nothing elſe but pieces of a pickled Whale. 
To prove which, I have the Man in the Moon 
to be my Voucher, who is a'perſon of fo 
great Credit, and Reputation, that Noah 
made him the Boſton of his Ark. - His Rela- 
tion is this, Thac one Morning, during the 
Flood, being very curious to take his keave of 
an old Neighbour or two that were got upon 
a Wind-Mill, to ſecure themſelves from 
Drowning as long as they cou'd, the Moon 
being at Full, (that is broad awake? and ac- 
cording to her uſual Method going to take a 
Bravght of Sea Water, (which' by the way, 
isthe reaſon why Tides ſwell, on purpoſe for 
a full Draught) ſhe ſucke up a Whale, and the 
Boſton of the Ark as once, with a _— - 
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Cable at his back, 'but being not w'd 
to ſuch, Vittuals, ſhe pickled the Fiſh, and 
preſentedl jt tothe Aftzologick Souls (whohave 
eat up all but che Head and Tail,). bue kept 
the Boſton to be her Valet de Chamber. 

Conþh. A. very ſtrange. Relation, bur we 
ſhall-know whether true or no, when we have 
ſent a Meſſenger for the Man in the Moon : 
In the mean time progzetl. / 

Pr. Third Cannon. That the Moon « drunk 
ence & Moth, 1 dont poſirively alert this, 
but. am. willing to recant if any of you can 
thow me a better reafon why her Face ſhou'd 
be ſo red, when ſhe-takes a doſe of the great 
Salt Bowls, , alias the Sea Ip 

Conſelt. We ſhall conſider of that alſo——— 
proceed. . | 

_ Pr, Fourth Cannon: That the' occaſion of the 
Unroerſal Delage, was the Tears of the Deunand 
hs Angels, who wept for grief to be routed and 
caſt ow of Heaven: They had rwo Deſigns by 
their Teais, far when they found they could 
nor get inagain, they hangid about the Con- 
cave and Battlements thereof, as Flies do,up» 
on the Cieling.ot Houſes, weeping as. well to 
eaſc theralelves as to be reveng'd of Mankind, 
{o tinading. theraſelves to be very many, they 
wepd a-numerous Compgny. of Clouds, which 
werse.all that time in: falling down upon-the 
Earth, as is betwixt Adam and Noah 3 but Fm 
not {o conceited) and. poſitive, a5 .to beljgxs 
this the zealon, if you can give me a batter. 
= Rat however. I myſt beg the liberty 49 
bepoliaive an my, next Cannon, vis | ' 
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Fifch Cannon.——— That the cauſe of Winds 
flying backward and firward, i: the breathing of 
the World, juſt as Mankind ſucks breath in and 
et, "To prove this (for I know you expet 
noleſs than a Demonſtration) I need not ſay 
you maſt conſider, (for you do,) That there 
can be no Effe& without a Cauſe, -no Motion 
without a Mover : The Opinions that paſs 
in this, and the lower World too, have not 
been enough examin'd, viz. That the Syn, 
Maon, and Stars being Monſtraus Bodies, 
and continually upon the hurry *tis- ſupposd, 
that they moving, drive the Winds along 
with 'em, and that the difference of their 
Motions, cauſes different Winds, or an Agi- 
tation of the Air, this, and that way ; which 
is impoflible, becauſe then we ſhau'd have no 
Weſterly Winds,moſt of the Erratick Stars mo- 
ving Weſtward,which hinderthe Winds from 
coming that way ; befides, all Southern and 
Nothern Winds wou'd be unnatural, but we 
know that they are as common as Eafterly 
Winds. Nor wou'd the Rarification of Wa- 
ter (as the Philoſophers in the lower World 
Dream)be enough to ſupply ſuch Winds, 
and Hurricanes, as fomerimes happen, for 
they only proceed immediately from the lungs 
of the World, when it has catch'd cold, or is 
diſpos'd to Laugh or Whiſtle, which makes the 
Air fly faſter our. I might add here, inſtead 
of putting it into another Cannu. — That all 
Earthquakes proceed from the fighing of the 
World when'tis in a melancholy Humour, tor 
it raiſing up its Body (as Man does his Breaſt 
when he ſighs) and being brittle where it = 
the 
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the feweſt Ribs (I mean Mines, Quarries &c. 
as vulgarly called) the Buildings, and Cities 
{tanding in thoſe places, tumble in into's 
Bowels to ſecure themſelves from a tranſport 
into the World of the Moon, — 
Well, Gentlemen, I hope *tis your Si- 
lence that gives Conſent unto theſe Truths, 
and not an Amazement attheir Novelty. In 
Confidence whereof, I proceed to my 

Sixth Cannon, viz. That Stars are the Bub- 
bies of the World, at which all Aſtrologers ſuck, 
and that all that don't love Aſtrology were put out 
70 Nurſe, and wein'd with groſſer Dyet. 
Buec I beg your Pardon (Gentlemen!) I turn'd 
over a wrong Leaf ; this is your own received 
Principle, therefore no need to prove it, I 
meant thus That *tis as poſſible for an 
Aſs to drink up the Moon, as to cure Wounds by 
Sympathy. 

Conſi/t, &y, indeed now you ſay ſomething, 
that is, as much as to ſay *cis poflible for an 
Afs to ſuck out one of theEyes of the World 3 
forſo you call'd it but juſt now 3 but pray be- 
fore you prove it, prove a poſlibility that it 
may be proved. 

Pr. Pray, Gentlemen, let me have fair 
play, I mean the liberty of a Philoſopher=— 
If I prove it, I alſo prove a poflibilicy of pro- 
ving it : Don't I7 

Cenſiſt. Yes. 

Pr. Very well. To proceed then. I am 
to tell you that my Correſpondence from the 
other World is very good and creditable, and 
'ris often found there, that the Man travels in 
pains of Childbirth, when the VVoman w_ 
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ſelf is Deliver'd without pain : That if ſome 
fort of Leaves are rub'd (whilſt growing) up- 
on a Corn, V Vart, &c. that Corn, or Wart 
ſhall die as the Leaf withers away ;: ——Thus 
{mall ideal parts, or fancy'd Repreſentatives 
of what is real, have the ſame Sympathetick 
Effe&, that a true Cauſe wou'd have, when 
you come into the other World, read Sir Ke- 
nelm Digby's Works in this kind. Now thoſe 
that can deny an Afs to have no Fancy, deny 
themſelves any : But to be ſhort, and give 
you an Inſtance that is matter of Fa&. One 
of my Correſpendcents (Ludvv. vives) gave 
me an account of a certain People that did 
impriſon an Aſs for drinking up the Moon ; 
the manner was thus:=—— The Aſs being 
driven tothe Water to drink, the Moon ſhin'd 
very bright, and refk@ed in the water juft 
where the Aſs drunk ; the Als fancy'd ſtron 

ly, puld hard to draw in the Moon, and it 
had the effe& accordingly, tho' ſome were ſo 
ſilly as to believe the Moon heing it danger, 
{lip our of ſight behind a Cloud. Hereupon 
the Aſs was brought to the ar, to receive a 
Sentence according to his Leſerts; and as the 
Senate were gravely debating the matter, one 
ſtarcs up, alittle wiſer perhaps than the reſt, 
and made the ſhort tollowing Speech. 
Gentlemen, *Tis my private Opinion, (and I 
hope not unreaſonably) that *tis no trifling 
buſineſs for our Town to looſe its Moon ; and 
I know but of one way to recover it again, 
viz, by giving the Aſs a ſtrong Vomit, to 
weaken his Fancy, for *tis that that keeps the 


Moon a Prifoner in his Maw. No, 
fays 


| 


Bl 
' 
! 
| 
| 


fays another, I chink it much better that the 
Als be cut up, and the Moon taken out ofhim ; 


in ſhort, they handled the Afs fo ſeverely, 


that he had fargot his Supper, and the Moon 
ftole whole, and undigeſted again into its 
own place againſt the next Night, but ever 
after play'd at Bo-peep, when ſhe faw the 
Afs come near the Water- Gentleman, 
'tis all matter of Fa&, and as great a truth as 
my next Poſition. 

Seventh Cannon. That thiſe Devils that were 
furtheft purſu'd by Michael and hs Angels, viz. 
as far as the middle Region of the Air, are all 
Taylors, and cut out the Clouds into Shapes of Hogs, 
Trees, Ships, Dromedaries, 8c. on purpoſe to be 
talk'd on and wondered at by the ignorant Country 
People of the World below. 

o prove which, you may be pleas'd to re- 
member, the Prince of Wicked Angels fell 
by Pride in endeavouring to be like his Ma- 
ker; and when he was excluded, and chaſed 
out of Heaven, he cou'd not forget the No- 
tion, but wow'd yet be imitating, and make 
the Repreſentations of all Creatures in Clouds, 
and Condensd Bodies of Air,I might (if there 
was occaſion, to {trengthen this Argument) 
add, that he has alſo his Oracles, Miracles, 
Sacrifices, Prielts, in ſhort above one halt of 
the World his true and faithful Servents, and 
all this becauſe the 0/4 Notion of Imitation was 
fo deeply rooted in his mind. Now it 
being prov'd, that the Prince of fallen Spirits, 
does at fo and ſo; it follows, that all the 
ſubordinate Mob have an Itch to imitate 
their Head, it bzing a great truth; 
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Subjeas will be imitating their King, and 
Children their Parents, let 'em a& good or 
bad. By Taylor, and cutting out Clouds, I 
mean only Metaphorically a ſhaping of 

Clouds, and I ſhall think none of you Here- 
ticks, if you call *em Carpenters, or Statua- 
TICS; 

Conſiſt. Well, and the next. 

Pr. That never any Spirit was ſent into a Hu- 
wane Body, to joyn with it as its proper balf, or 
as a convenient reſidence, but as into 'a Priſoy for 
Debt, purely for Debt ; and not (as # pretended) 
for rambling, or other Extravagancies, 

To prove which, you need only to conſult 
the Records of our Honourable Court of E- 
quity, and you'll find the Decrees generally 
run thus; © That having upon the humble 
** Snit of the Plantiff 4, impartially weigh'd 
* and conſider'd the Defendant B's Charge, 
* wherein is proved, that beſides bilking his 
* Lodging, he never paid for the cleanſing 
* his Wings, nor whitening his Wand ;be it 
* therefore Enaded by the Prerogative of this 
** Honourable Court of Spirits, That the ſaid 
* B, be forthwith tranſported into the other 
World, and be kept cloſe Prifoner in a Hu- 
mane Body for Seventy two Years (or 
ſome other Number, proportioned -to the-na- 
ture of the Debt.) —Aand this is farther prov'd 
by my Correſpondents in the other World, 
who; tell me, they often get into the Ear to 
liſten if there bs any, eogert of diſlolurion, 
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and ſometimes mount up into the Eye, and 
take 2 view of the Skies, their old Lodgings ; 
and when the Eye (that is to ſay, the Wicket 
door; or rather the Grate of the Priſon) is 
clos'd up, *tis more terrible to 'em, then Gat- 
niſhing, 02 double Jrons to a Crinnnal ; 
and thits 'much for Incorpation Penalties. 

Eighth' Cannon. *Tx as eaſie a thing for 
Ships to ſail in the Clouds of the Air, as mm the 
Sea, and "tis an Invention that will be found out 
when Mankind ſhall diſcover the way into the 
World of the Moon. 

This Cannon confiſts of two parts, viz. 
Hypothetick and Prophetick, to prove the Hy- 
potheſis ——Clouds are form'd in the Air ei- 
ther ordinarily, or extraordinarily ; ordihari- 
ly by the Exhalations of thin and moiſt Va- 
pours, juft as the ſteam of a boiling Caldron 
aſcends, which mectipg together, and ju 
inthe air; by lite and lictle are condens 
into thick Clouds, or airy Rivers, which by 
degrees empty themfelves-again into'the Sea, 
as all othet Rivers do upon the Earth#xtraor- 
dinarily, when ſeveral Winds meet together 
(as tis frequent in ſome Seas) the equal ſtrife 
cauſes a whirling violent'aſcention of hghting 
Particles; 'Which form a Vacuum in the pe 
of a leaden Pipe, or-Pump as high as the 
Clouds; but Nature abhorring a Vacuum, fills 
that watt Pipe wich Water, by way of -Sut#ion 
or drawirig up. So'that: preſettly there 'are 
hen ov uds of many Millions' of br of 

ater which can eaſily eriotgh bear np a Hi 
for water looſes not itsnatare It wh _ 


evident, by a Ship ſwimming as well in |. 
ink wh Twenty 
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Spirits. 

Twenty Fathom deep, as Twenty thouſand. 
Nor has ittefs power in the Air, than on the 
Earth ; for' Tub of Water upon the top of a 
Houſe, will bear up a Hat, Stick, &c. as ca- 
ſily as the Fel! in' the Ground, from whence 
that water was taken. But though we have 
prov'd, that Ships may fail in the Air, we 
ſhan't promiſe proſperous Voyages, which 
brings meto the Prophetick part of my Can- 
0%, Vis That Mankind ſhall diſcover the 
bs, pron noe World of the Moon, when 29 find 
out the way of Sailmg in their ; 1 cou Ve 
this alſo; but phat * word ielfen the redic 
of Propheſies, which admit of no demonſtra- 
tion, but 'we:ter” of fa: Therefore I ſhall 
waveit, not deſiring to be believed, till it be 
fulflFd.'- * {0% 1 

Conſi: That's reaſonable enough, —What 
elſe have youto offer ? 

Pr. Nimth'Cannon. That Saturn is neither 
Baſe nor Tency, but Counter-Tenor in the Muſick 
of the Spheres. | 

I have my, own reaſons for this Negative, 
and I expett the ſame liberty that the Philo- 
ſophers have ih the World below, that is, Net 
to prove Negatives; Let all the Muſical Soils 
amongſt ye, prove the affirmative, and 1 
not only. yield the Cauſe, bnt give *em bot 
my Ears for a demonſtration fo ſoon asT haye 
'&m, Bur to proceed, if I may ſpeak with- 
out offence, or particular Refieions on this 
Honourable Conftory, who, are now my 
Judges, I have a great many more Negatives 
to offer in oppoſition to as, many received O- 
pinions amongſt 'you, whit ye have taken 

" upon 
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upon Truſt, without examining the reaſona- 
bleneſs of *'em ; in which (provided I may be 
freed from my Confinement, and the Ca- 
lumny of it,) I ſhall oblige all our Fraternity 
with my farther Diſcoveries. 

Conſiſt,—— We'll do you juſtice, and upon 
performance of your promiſe, you ſhall have 
your Liberty. 


i 


DIALOGUE XXII. 


Berween the whole Conſiſtory of 
Spirits, being a diſcovery of Vul- 
'gar Errors, received in that So- 
ciety, by the late ſuppos'd Heretick, 
Spirit yet a Priſoner. 


Prijover —  T” HE Goodneſs of my Cauſe is 
ro me inftead of Queſtions ; 
therefore I ſhall immediatelv begin to diſco- 
ver the vulgar Errors of our Society.— The 
Condition of my Releaſment, 

Secretary of Fate. — Hold a little; here's the 
Man in the Mon come now ; let's hear what 
he can ſay about the PickPd Leviathan ; if 
upon Oath he confirms not your Teſtimony 
already deliver'd, how ſhall we believe what 
you ſhall offer hereafter. Swear bim 


there, and Adminiſter the Interrogatories al- 
ready drawn up to that end. Netery 


'J p P ffe anſrt . 


Notary Publick. *Tis done —— Imprimis, do 
you = aa the Priſoner at the Bar ? Have you 
ever held Correſpondence with him? And if 
fo, how long ? 

Man in the Moon. Yes, I do know the Pri- 
ſoner at the Bar, and bave held a particular 
Correſpondence with him, ever fince 35 Years 
before the Flood, 
 Noet.Pub. Item,Was you the Boffon of Noah's 
Ark? Did the Moon ſuck a Whale and you 
up with a bundle of Cables at your Back, at full 
Tide in the Univerſal Deluge, dedaro the 
truth, and nothing but the truth. ——- You 
are upon your Oath. 

Man in the Moon. The affirmative of every 
particular of this ſecond Interrogatory is 
eruth. 

Not. Pub. Ttem—— Are you now Vale de 
Chamber to the Moon ? 

Man in the Moon. —T am. 

Conſitt. He's very poſitive, pray examine a- 
bout his Humanity, Suſtenance, &c. this looks 
very ſuſpicious. 

Not. Pub. Item, Were you a Man, or 
& Spirit, when you were Boſton of the Ark ? 
If the firſt, How come you to live fo long 
without putting eff the Body? If the laſt, was 
there any more Spirits with you there at the 
ſame time. Remember you are upon your Oath, 
and therefore ſpeak the whole eruth, and no- 
thing but crutch. 

Mas in the Moon. —_—I was then, and yet 
am of Humane Race, and poſlibly ſhall conti« 
nue lively and well, cill the day of Judgment, 
by reaſon of the ur—_ of rhas eEthar to 
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my Stomach, I am never Sick, Hungry, 
Thirſty, nor Weary ; tor there's no crude 
Vapours, or groſs matter to turn into Diſea- 
ſes. Nor is it at all ſtrange, ſince the lower 
World tells you. of one Epimendies (Viridiar. 
Lib. 4. prob. 24. ) that ſlept Seventy Five 
Years without Meat and Drink, .and of a 
whole Nation in dia, that lives upon pleaſing 
Odors, (Nat. Hiſt. lib.7.c.3.) and of Democritus 
that was fed divers days with the ſmell of hot 
Bread (Diog. Laert. lib. 1.cap. 9.). why ſhou'd 
ic ſeem ſtrange to you,that pure eAther ſhou'd 
afford ſuch a Nouriſhment, when your com- 
mon, groſs, vaporous Air nouriſhes Vegita- 
bles ? Onions, and the Sempervive , 

forth and germinate, when hang'd in the 0- 
pen Air. Whatthink ye of the Birds of Pa- 
radiſe, that have nothing elſe to feed upon 
but Air ? Go and ask Roxdoletivs how it was 
pollible for his Prie/ to live forty years upon 
nothing but Air ? Or what he meant, when 
he ſaid he was an Eye-witneſs of one that had 
lived Ten years without other Nouriſhment. 
From all which 'tis no wonder that the pure 
e/£ther ſhou'd have ſuch EffeRts upon me, as 
you now ſee 3 though if there were occaſion 
tor it, there's all ſorts of Diet ; but they are 
given only as Plyſick to new Comers into Our 
Worlg in the Moon, as preparatory to a perpe: 
tual Abſtinence. Gentlemen, I hope 
what I have faid is fatisfaftory ; and ſo I de- 
iirg the liberty to withdraw: The Aon iis a- 
wake, and ready to get up by this time, and 
if I wifs my Attendance, I may be tura'd out 


Con- 


ory. — Very. well; diſcharge the 
Wand Toa ke him {aſe home in the Moon 
again. ——— In the mean time, —— do 
you, Mr. yk proceed in your Diſco- 
veries3 you ſhall have a very favourable Con- 
{trucion of what you offer. 
Priſoner. — I gwamneypaa o my Obligations, 
{( moſt judicious Patrons) an impart what 
I have found out, with as much Humility 
and Modeſty as Truth can ſtoop to—_— 


Firſt then, I fhall preſume to call this re- 
ccivd Opinion a Vulgar Error. 
That Taurus bas any Horns, or that be feeds 
of the Schems _ Draughts of Aſtrologers 
in the lower World. 


Aſtrol, $p.—— How's that ? Blaſphemy 1 
proteſt : What will you make a ſucking Calf 
of one of the great Supporters of the Stars ! 

Priſoner. Pray, Mr. Aſtwologer, Not fo 
faſt, leſt you ſhou'd tire ; and then your Bull 
(I aſlure you) cannot carry you, tho! ye 
offer every day a Bundle of Schemes to him. 
Suppoſe 6 Ba s no ſuch a Being in all the 
Heavens as Taurus, but only a Nominal Di- 
vilion of the Heavens, what will become of 
Horns and Fodder then ? 

Aſtrol, $y,—He raves certainly. — Prove 
what you ſay. 

Priſoner. Nay hold there. 5 what bid a Phi- 
loſopher prove Negatives! Do you prove the 
Affirmative if you can; it nat, tell this,ho- 
nourable why yau believe it, 

Aſtral, Sp, —Let me conſider a little. — 
| 'H4 Priſoner. 
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Priſoner, Come never vex your ſelftq 
find out what « not;zwhen the Sun goes through 
that Part or Diviſion of the Heavens, ( or if 
you wlll, when that part of the Heavens 
moves by the Su, it is faid to be in Tawras, 
becauſe it happens at the time of the Year 
when the Countrey-men tills, manures, and 
plows his Lands by the help of Oxen or Bulls ; 
likewiſe when the Sun is im Gemini, *tis ſaid to 
be fo, becauſe of che Pairing and Copulation of 
moſt Creatures at that time 3 and fo of the 
reſt of the Sirzs ; which are only Appellat- 
ions, and no real Beings. I coud tell you, 
that there's ſome in che World below us, that 
know as'much ; but this wou'd be too like 
one of their Proverbs, wiz. If you wou'd know 
what News at Conrt, you muſt enquire in the 
Countrey : And this puts me in mind of ano- 
cher falſe Opinion among us, viz: 


That the Devil is @ Male Spirit. 


This is taken upon Truſt too, without 
examination of hu Teſticles : if there be ever a 
Midwife-Spirit among you, that knew him 
out at Nurſe, or that had any private Fami- 
liarity, or learn'd it by his own Confeſlion 
before he fell, and forth: 
 Midwife-Sy.——1 knew him outat Nurſe , 
but was never very curious in that particular ; 
but he told me himſelf that he was a Male 
Spirit.” wal! !-: A S010 

" Priſoner. He'tolf ye Þ If you have no bet- 
ter Eyidence than that} it proves nothiryg. 
*Tis welt known, The firft Word he ſpoke _ 
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8 Lye; and *ewas for lying that Michael chas'd 
him out of Heaven. — Pm perſwaded he's 
an Hermophredite, my reaſons are theſe 3 
Twas a breve and Maſculine ſort of Impiety 
when he pretended himſelf to be a God, and 
gave Oracles, and Propheſi'd ; but 'twas a 
Feminine ſort of wickedneſs, to be afraid of 
the Pentangle of Solomon, the Liver of Tobias 
his F;h,the found of Tetragrammaton, the Ver- 
tue of Hipericon, the Root of Baares : Cou'd 
any thing but a Feminine Devil, be Command- 
ed by Charms, Spells, Conjurations, Lerters, 
Notes, and Daſhes, In ſhort, can the Devil be 
any thing elſe but a Rigi/, that is, either 
Man or Woman, to gratifie the V Vitches , 
and VVizards of the world below, Can he be 
any thing elſe but an Hermophrodite, whoſe 
Language looks both ways at once, and isei- 
ther true or falſe. 


Hjo te v/Eacidem Romanos vincere poſſe. 


No, no, the Caſe is plain ; and I hope this 
Honourable Convention will order it to be regi- 
ſtred accordingly. And fo I ſhall proceed to 
take notice of another Vulgar Error amongſt 
US, Vit. 


That the Soul of the World « nt fubjett to the 
Paſſions of Humane Spirits, or that it us not 
ſometimes Merry, Sad, &Cc. 


I fuppoſe.if I prove the contrary you'll look 
ſo wiſbſ/l; upon one another, that you'll 
have an immediate Confirmationof ir = 
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Waorl#s ng at you: *Tis a certain truth, 
and if Day rrp ho peep aut of the Wickets of 
your Spars, and view the. Face of the Elements, 
you will juſt now ſee.it look with a pair of 
Blubber'd Eyes, the.reaſon of it is this; Taking 
a view. of the Creation, it caſually fixt one of 
its Eyes upon the Gallick Territories, and looing 
fo mach Tyranny, Pride, Extortion, Blaſ- 
phemies, &c. it cou'd not refrain from Weep- 
£17, the Inhabitants of the World below us, 
call it Raining, not believing that the frequent 
ſhowers of Tears that fall amongſt 'era, are a 
bewailing their Irregularities ; and thus, when 
ic ſees ſome good and vertuous, Aﬀtions, it 
looks with a pleaſant Air, and ſmiles, upon 
'em, and that they call Sumſhize. The other 
Night, the World had gotthe Highcough,which 
is very often miſtaken for Thunder We 
are in almoſt a hundred Miſtakes about the 
Worlds Common A#ions ; when it Spits, *tis er- 
roneouſly ſuppos'd to be a Shooting of Stars ; 
_ it curns its Head on one HG OI in 
a fit bter, or by being aſham'd at fome 
64 6 Adions it ſees, preſently *tiscon- 
cluded, there's an Eclipſe of the Sun; and in 
this Cp, the World below us are. deeply 
rooted : Now fince I am not ſtingy, or par- 
tial in Communicating my Obſervations, I 
wou'd have ſome of you 4ſftrologick Souls 
(when you come to have, Bodies) to unde- 
ccive your Neighbours about that which they 
call an Eclipſe of the Sun, for *tis laid down as 
a Maxime among(t 'em, That the Sun being a 
greater Body than the Moon, Can neyer be to- 
rally, Edipſed.; which Error does fo mych at- 

' ront 
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front the Harmonious Order, and make of 
the Univerſe, that-the World, as unable to 
put up ſuch Indignities, has been in_ the Hu- 
mour ſometimes to cloſe both her Eyes at once, 
and leave Mankind muffled up in 4 perpetual 
Night ; for you mult believe, that. if the Pace 
of the World'be pebyortionge to its Body, \it 
muſt be pretty broad, at leaſt fome 1eooop 
Miles.——So that the Eyes mult ſtand a great 
diſtance one from another ; nay, the Inbabi- 
tants of the lower World grant ag much in effe& 
when they fay the Sun is in an Orb vaſtly 
higher than the Moon; now taking their O- 
pinion for granted, the Sun may be totally E- 
clipked according to their own Principles — 
as in the Figure annext ; for when the Face 
of the world ſtands fide-way to the Earth, fo 
that the Moon is betwixt the Earth and the 
Sun, *tis plain, the Moon does not only Eclipſe 
the whole Body of the Sun, but as far about 
as the Circle B, the Body of the Sun, al- 
though bigger than the Moon, extending no 
farther than A. 


Another 


Another Vulgar Error, wich I have met 
with, is this. 


That there areno more Worlds habitable by Men, 
'  thantbe Earth, Moon, Sun, and the reſt of 
the Planetl, with @ few fix'd Stars, 


Now 
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Now this I know, by my own Experience, 
to be a falſhood, for coming home late one 


Night by the Seven Stars, I peep into the leaſt 


amongſt 'em (which you know is ſeldom vi 
ſible to the lower world) and I faw Thow 
ſands of Little Men and Women going to a Fair, 
but they were no bigger than Rats; I coud 
not forbear Pbileſophizing upon it, and at laſt 
I fatisfy'd my felf with this Concluſion, that 
all Stars were Worlds, and the People in em 
were proportion'd according to the bi of 
'em, and I was confirm'd in my Opini 
when I conſiderd that the Inhabitants ef the 
Earth wereabout two Yards bigh, that thoſe in 
the Moon were as high as the largeſt Steeples, 
and that the People in the Sun wou'd make 
nothing of ſtepping. Seven Ales at a ſiep in 
their common walking, hnd that an ordinary 
ſucking Flea had a Trunk as big as an El- 
phant ; now Gentlemen, that you may be 
ſatisfied as well as I, that the leaſt Star is an 
Habitable World, *tis but taking a little more 
notice of *em in your Rambles. 


Another Vulgar Error amongſt usis, 


That there are ſome new Stars ſince the Creati- 
on, or at leaſt old ones mended, as that in 
Caſlopeia, hat in Sagitarius, and many 
others. 


For Firſt, (as introductive to what followsJ 

I ſhall prove that Stars don't borrow their Light 
from the Sun, but have their own innate light, 
as Fiſh Scales, Rotten Wood, &c. notwith- 
ſtanding all the plauſible pretences of Earzb/, 
Philo 
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—_—_— becauſe, if they Borrow'd their 
Eight-froimthe Sun, or by. RefkeBtion, they 
Xvould not always have the ſame appearance, 
fince the World moves its face ſometimes 6, 
that both 4rs+ Eyes are hinderd from Toking 
apon fuch and fach Stars, and ſometimes b 

reafon of the Ifterpoſition of one anhthert 
but fuch and-ſtuch Stars have always the ſame 
Tufre, provided the: Clouds don't interpoſe 
ve hinder the light from making a+ fight 


Jndgments Secondly, 'They are not matter 


iblid #hd cijpmpatt as the Barth &, for 'tis evident 
20'every bodies expetience; that motion wou'd 
M- time wear tm away; but they ate: only 
Globulous formations out of the faſt light, which 
Aiſhe' the/Circumrotation of Heaven and 
#a<, ore the Sith; Moon; -or themſelves 
were creed 4' and if-fo; Light x not ſubjt#t ro 
aftrition Or wearing away, tio more than 
Darkneſs, which in fome Tenſe is a quality ra- 
ther than a body : Hence 'no Stars grow old, 
oiwear awhy,'and if fo, no need either of 
mending *em, or making new ones, for a conve- 
nient perfe&t” iimber was- at firſt created ; 
beſides, if they ſhould be mended, what 
would have -beconie of their Þbabitants. the 
fame.time? or where muſt they have dwelt 
tll-cheir World had been new Rigg'd ? Thoſe 
Stars talk'd on, in Caſſopeia, Sagitarins, &c. 
were nothing elſe but Meteors or Evaporati- 
ofis from the bodies of other Planets, cuuigd by 
the Stn; and-as the matter whereby they 


. were fed ceaſed, they diſappear'd ; and the 


-truth of alt this'is well khown by many of our 
Soviety, who were at the ſame time ;” 


fo 
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the Ramble in thoſe Quarters, —The next 
yulgar Error I obſerve i this, 


That in a few Ages the People in the World 
below us will teach the Rucks in Madacaſ- 
far to fly with 'em into the World in the 
Moon, and fltal ſome of thoſe Inhabitants 
to ſhow "em at Bartholomew Fair. 


By what wild Notion this Opinion cameto 
be propogated I know not, but the Authors of 
itdoalfo tell us, that a Ruth 4's Bird with ivings 
twelve foot long, and that they make'no more 
of ſooping up a Horſe and his Rider, than 2 
Kite does of a Moxſe, fo thit they can eaſily 
Carry a Man any whither between: their Pi- 
nions, or in their 'Talons. But the*-1 grant 
this &© bhe'truth, yet the /oyape i roo long to 
undertake ; for according to my laft C2lculati- 
on, -the diſtance between the Earth and the 
Aloon is one hundred ſeventy nine Thotffand, 
ſeven hundred and'twelve Miles 3 ſo thatſup- 
poling it poflible for a man and his wiryet 
Courſer to fly half a'year together, it. wonld 
be 980''miles a day, ( 200 wielent a mtion 
for breathing) before he cou'd get torhe Moon, 
which wou'd be a very hard Task'withour 


Meat, Drink, or Sleep. And hſtly, (for 


Fi! mention but one more at preſent } 'tis an 
Erronious Opinion, we tart 


That @ Spirit can't carry away the whole Ull- 
vole, as once, if he might be permitted to 
o'r ” | 
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If a Spirit can heave a Chair, a Stool, a 
Man, &c. he can alſo remove the World. 
The reaſon is, matter is not determinative upon 
Spirits, firſt, not as to place, for if a Spiric 
cannot be circumſcrib'd, it follows that all 
Places are the ſame to him, and that if a Spi- 
rit moves a Chair from its firſt Station, he can 
alſo move it ten thouſand Miles further, all 
the labour being only willing ſach @ motion, 
Nor is it the Qualicy of matter that can hinder | , 
this motion, all matter being the ſame to him; | + 
we have daily inſtances of Spirits paſſing thro | \ 
Glaſs, and the moſt continuous matter as calily as | \ 
through- Air, which .is a more extended Bo- | ( 
dy. Nor is it Quantity that can hinder this | v 
motion, for *tis granted that a Spirit can as | it 
eaſily move a man as 4 flea, and it fo, he can | 
as caſily run away. with a Star as 4 man, but | o) 
this he is not permitted to do, ſince ſuch a | te 
motion would ſpoil-the harmonious and rezular | c. 
poſition of the Heavens : but to prove it potlible | fo 
ro remove Sun, Moon, Stars, Earth, Sea, nay, | m 
and the whole Czlum Empyrewm at once; I | co 
ſhall offer, — That a Spirit moves not mat- | ca, 
ter by application of matter to the thing mo- | fir, 
ving, ( as when a man moves his Hatt off | ce: 
Its Head, he moves it with his hand, which | ho: 
1s another body ) but by a wertual Contat? or | off, 
Application of the Will, juſt as a man moves [rot 
his own Body, which is only by wiling a mo- [] j}» 
tion to it ; juſt ſo when a man moves his hand, [the 
he moves it not by help of the other hand, but | 
by the immediate at} of bu will. Now the |witt 
Spirit in a man is limited by Incorporation, ath 
and can moye nothing but cnly its members, 
or 
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or what it applys its members to; which allo 
being matter are confin'd to Proportions 1Nn Ie- 
ſpeft of that other matter which they are ap- 
ply'd to, yet an wnbodied Spirit being contin'd 
to no particular Matter can Will a motion to 
any. matter, which is effe&ive upon matter, as 
greater Powers command lefſer. Nay, I 
might yet further offer that a ſpirit might 
more all the Univerſe at once ( T mean the Ce- 
lum Empyreum, and all the Globes within it ) 
without diſplacing the particular parts; asthe 
Wheels, Weights, &©c. of a Clock, when the 
whole: Clock is moy'd away at once; for a 
Clock will follow its regular motions in I'sly as 
well as in Erg/and, fo that (Gentlemen Spirits,) 
if you have a mind to examine matter of fat, 
there's no more to do than to make a tryal, 
only I have this to tell you, that you cannot 
tell whether you move the Whole or no, be- 
Cauſe you carry all matter and place with you, 
fo that there will be lett no place behind to 
meaſure from, and if ſo, no diſtance, and 

conſequently no morion to He jndg'd of ; nor 

can we who are within the Globe perceive it, 

ſince we ſhali be always at the fame Gdiftan- 

ces, juſt as a fly wou'd be in a houſe it the 

houſe were rewioved. This is all 1 have to 

ofter at preſent, by which 1 hope I may have 

rot only performed the Conditions of my 


Liberty, but deſerve a Philolophers body in 


the othzr World. 
Conſiſtory, Very well, be it EnaQed forth- 
with, that he fuprly the firſt vacancy in the 


alhenian Dociety, 
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DIALOGUE XXII 


Between the Spirit of one that 3s to 
be a Member of the ATHENIAN 
SOCIETY, « Correſpondent, and 
of ſome that are to be Queriſts. 


Lthenian Haz a Member of the Athenian 
Member. — Seciety ! a privy Counſellor 
of the Stars? a Reſolver of a!ll Dueſtions ! very 
well,—— Have at ye Phiſicks and Metaph:- 
ficks, Methinks 1 long to begin the ſearch, 
Nature lays open ter hidden ftores, the wegi- 
table world courts my Infpedtion, the Spirits 
of animate Beings crowd to betreated on, and 
the Ce/eftal bogies ftoop to my Embraces, as 
Lina did to her Endymion. Thouzh other 
Spirits tremble at the thoughts of Incorpora- 
tion, *tis a great part of my happineſs to think 
ont, and] Fam uneaſfic in nothing but delays 
of Commencement, Pray Gentlemen Spirits, if 
ye have any kind refeirment of my cxpea- 
tions, begin and ask ms ſome Queſtions, that 
I may try my faculty. 

A Queriſt. —— Very well, — 1 ſhall be one 
of your humble Queriſts in the other World, 
and to fave us beth fome labour, pray anſwer 
beforehand, whether the Longitude at Sea 


can be found outfo as to be made pra&icable 

2nd alſo the reafon of the fitr and reflur £ 

ehat unguiet Element. | 
Athe 
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Athe. Mem. Yes, 'tis poflible to find 
out a Pzacticable Longitude, bue I ſhan'c 
diſcover the Method bew t:]l I come into the 
other World, and am ſecure of the thoufand 
gre: Legacy, the promisd reward ; fo that 

ſhall intreac you, and all other my loving 

ueriſts, to let me take my own time for re- 
ſolving Queſtions of Intereſt 3 but as to the 
flux and reflux of the Sea, FI! impart the diſco- 
very ;— Know then that the whole maſs of 
the Creation is One g2cat vegitable Being, 
and that Water and Air are to it, as ſap is to 
Trees, or as blood and ſerum are to animate 
Badies3 and chat the ttntverſal Sptrtt which 
is diſperſt through every individual Particle of 
Nature, and more eminently gather'd toge- 
ther in the midit of that vaſt frame,is the Dun, 
which being plac'd in the Centre of the Earth 
reſembles the ſpirit or man, which is alſo more 
prncnny ſeated in the heart; this premig'd, 
further add, That the Sun wou'd expire if 
there were not an Element of Air to oppoſe 
and fight with ; which I prove thus, particu- 
lars are of the [ame nature as their Gemerals, and 
a ſmall fire clos'd up ſo that it can have no 
Air to oppoſe it, immediately grows unadtivs 
and expires. And thus, when a man ceaſes 
to breath, the vital heat or ſpirit within having 
nothing to.fight with, grows idle, and dyes. 
To which I {hall yet add, as a reſolution to 
the Queſtion, That the fſtrite betwixt the 
Sun and the Air thins and ſubtilizes the Sea, 
and cauſes the fx and iwelling of the Tides 
as a ſmall fire affects the bubling water that 
8 near it ; and chus the ſtrite berwixt the vi- 
A ta! 
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tal heat and the reſpiring Air in bodies, rari- 
fies and firs up the blood to a pulſation, or 
a diaſtole and [yſtole, agreeable to the flux and 
reflux of the Sea, and as the pulſe is eaſier 
Giſcern'd in the Arms and other extream 
parts ,than in the main bulk of the body 3 So 
Tides are moſt remarkable at the ſhores. 
Thus Life is maintain'd by oppoſition, and 
thus all compunded Exiſftences are prefervd by 
unnatural Wais. One dithculty more is to 
be refolv'd, and Pre done, fome Seas have 
their Tides every two hours, ſome every four, 
and ſome every fix, which periods are causd 
by the Cifferent humors of the Seay as ſome 
aſe more terrene and heavy than other,ſome 
more ſalt and ſu}pnureous, fome more thin 
and vaporous, and accordingly their reſpe- 
five qualicies encreaſe to fuch and ſuch a de- 
gree before they are proper tubjeRs for the 
Sun and 4ir to work upon, which being de- 
ftroy'd by agitation, they are ſo long before 
they encrealc t2 a proper head again; and 
this alio runs paraliel with the Criſis, or fits of 
Fevers in human: bodies, which alto differ ac- 
conting to the humours of the body, the 
chojerici: humour increafes three days, the 
melancholy tour, and fo of the reſt, before 
they Can coms {© tuch a dzgre2 or Criſis of 
the Gi'temper, any thus | have conſider'd the 
reſemblance v. tic great and /rr1!; World by 
way Ot an{w or to this Queſtzun——And now | 
propole your next. | 

Querij,-- Here's the Correſpondent come | 
from your Incorporate Brethren the Athenian | 
voc:ety 1n the other World, perhaps they may ! 

be| | 
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be puzled by their Queriſts, and have there- 
fore defir'd you and the relt of their Succeſ- 
fors Afliſtance. 

Correſpondent.—— Your Imbodied Brethren 
below greet ye well, wiſhing ye all good organiz/d 
bodies, paticnt Queriſts &- intreat a continuance 
of Corre/ponclence. They bave by me ſent you fox 
Queſtions, defering you wou'd communicate your 
theupbts upon *em, and if ye will ſend to them 
har d:fficu/ties you meet with among ft your Ethe- 
rial Queriſts they ll impart their Opinions to you, 
The following Queſtions are according $0 the qua- 
lity of the ſeveral Members, 

Olvine, Whether the Pope be An- 
tichriſt or no ? 

Mathematician. — Whether there may 
be tound out a Cannon to meaſure a ſpherical 
Convoid ? 

Logictan, ——— Whar's the proper difi- 
nition of glorify'd matter 2? 

Civilian, —— What reaſonable anſwer we 
can make when we are ask'd, Why upon Di- 
vorces we take penal Security that the Innp- 
cent party marrys not again during the Di- 
vorceds Life, when the forfeiture anf pay- 
ment of ſuch penal ſecurity $511 nor fatisfie 
the Law, _ 

Lawyer, Vhether Lazarurs Eſta e 
belong'd to the next Heir or himſelf atter he 
roſe from the Dead? | 

Poet, Pray afſiſt me with"two or 
three natural Rhimes co Chimney, 

Merchant, — How to tind out a way;to 
give Intelligence in fix. hours, of Ships at 160 
Leagues dittance, in'order to profitable En- 


lurances. I'3 " Sur: 
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Stitixeon, — Whether at Hommmculus 
—T upon the Grounds that Paracelſas 
has laid down, wou'd have been animated by 
Blood, or fuch white Matter as Vermin have 
that argalſo produc'd by unnatural heat ? 

Their Bookſeller, and Mr- Smith the Coffee- 
Man, want alſo to know whether there be any 
Cure for the Athentan Jtch. 

Member. — Here's nothing that is beyond 
the power of an immediate perception. oay' 
all ye «Ethereal Querift;, have you any dou 
to ſend into the other World 2 m— It ye 
have, propoſe 'car to our Correſpondent , 
who is j1{t now going thither. : 

1 Querif. — 1m atraid I ſhall be a Poet 
dire& me by what meaſures I may be exempted 
from the Fate of the old Proverb ; Poets are 
p60? by ©efttny, 

2 Oucrift.——] have but one to offer. 
How may I aitam to an effe&ual Form of 
Courtſhip? —— Burt pray, let it be anfwer'd 
ih the very next Mercury 3 tor Lovers are im- 
patient. 


, neil: I have a very ſcrupulous 
Confcience. Pray, is it lawtul to eat Black 
Pudding s ? 

4 Queriſt = 1 want to know the Rea- 
ſons why thoſe Queſtions I fent about fix 
weeks ſince are not yer anſwerd : I think 
my Queſtions deſerve a Thought as well as 
any Fodies clſe. 

5 2utriff, ——— When comes out the next 
Volume'; oo. | 

6 Querift. —— What curious Tranſlations 
are deſfign'd for the tiext Supplettient ? 

| 7 Que- 
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7 Querie. Pm a little aſhami'd, or 
wou'd ask when I ſhall be Marryd? Pra | 
let me be an{wer'd the next Tueſday 3 whic 
being the firſt in the Month, is the Day ap- 
pointed by the Socicry for Love-Queltions, 
and the Doubts of Ladies. 

8 Querp. - Why many Queſtions are 
never an{werd? wiz. Facobitiſh, Obſcene, Scan+ 
dalous* Riddliſh, uſeieſs, &c 2 Since every Bo- 
dy wou'd have their own Thoughts preferr'd 


to their Neighbour's, - jet mine comsg 
the next. 
9 Queriſt.——— Why they paſs over Que- 


ſtions of rwo or three Monchs ſtanding, and 
take notice of Popular >ubjects, Curious Ac- 
cidents, and fuch as can't be paſgd over with- 


out great prejudice to the Querilt ; pphich 
y 


looks a lictle partial. I want a f| 
Anſwer, 
10 Queriſt. — Why the World belo 


is ſo fooliſh as to expett one rs to pleaſe 
every Body, ſince the variety of Educations, 
Conſtitutions, &c. create different Judgments, 
ſothat what pleaſes this Perlony offendsthat ; 
and what oftends this, Jenks char Inſomuch 
that 'cis a true Riddle, 7o pleaſe moſt, is the way 
to offend moſt ; and to offend moſt, us the way to 
pleaſe mot ? Let the next Mercury treat of 
this Subject, it being a Matter of Conſe- 
quence' 

Correſpondent. Pray, diſmiſs me ; the 
Society 1s ſer, aud I ſhall loſe a great part of 
the Conference. 


Athenian Member. Very wall! Re- 
member us to our Embody'd Brethren, __ 
I 4 ts 
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tell 'em they ſhall have their Queſtions an" 
{wer'd, and ſent to'em by their next Sefli” 
ons, and we hope they will conſider of 
theie ſent by our e£therial Queriſts; tell 'em 
alſo, that a Continuation of this Correſpon- 
dence is very agreable tous, and ſhall never 
be broke off by our negle&. — One thing 
more, You muſt remember to call 
in at Venzs as you goalong ; there's a Female 
Spirit at a great loſs in a certain foft Aﬀair ; 
ſhe wants a Reſolution of her Doubes as ſoon 
as pollible, 


Co. — 


DIALOGUE XXIV. 


Between the Spirits of a General, a 
Midwite, and. an Executioner. 


General, FT Can't think my ſelf to be of 

the fame Species as other Spi- 
Tits are, -— How ?-— the diſpoſal of 
fo many thouſand Souls !- Strange ! 
what a ſpacious Mannour am 1 I ord of? 
V hat a numerous Crowd of living Tencments, 
are at my Command 2 Methinks I fee my 
{:!t at the Head of 6c000 Men, who att iin- 
plicitly, without queſtions : If I command, 
they, tight, march, encamp, or what I pleaſe. 
Mehiths I ſee my Lnerny drawing near, and 
i- Cepenscna fing's Breath, whether —_ 
: FM anc;5 
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ſands fall or none : What ſignifies a Diadem, 


or Tyrian Robes , when the Sword commands 
them to be laid aſide? Alexander was not 
fear'd as Philip's Succeſſor ; but as a General, 
and a Conqueror. Is there any Spirit that 
can pretend te ſuch an abſolute Power over 
its fellow-creatures as a General ? 

Midwife. —— What Deſpotick Spirit is 
this that preſumes to huff, and encroach upon 
my Priviledges ? A General! *Tis @ /itle 
noſie, buſie THIN, that is {o far from having 
an abſolute Diſpoſal of its Fellow-Creatures: 
as to have its dependance purely from me, 
Is it not in my power to cruſh the Wrerch, 
and bring it ftrangled into the World ? And 
then where's the Diſpoler of Crowns, the 
fngle Breath, that was to determine the Life 
and Fate of Thouſands? How ſmall # that 


"Power over others, that us not able to preſerve it 


ſelf ? Beſides, admit a General to have a dif 
penſation for an uncommon entranc&into the 
World ; how would he do for proper Sub- 
jets of his Power, if he diſown'd his Obliga- 
tions to me? Where wou'd ke have his At- 
tendance, if I ſhow'd deny to afliit him by 
aiding humane Produtt ions ? 

General How, I depend upon a whi- 
ning Female Midwifry ! 1t che more hardy, 
and Maſculine Beings: obey me, what can the 
mo1e helpleſs, brittle Clay, calld Woman,do ? 
If '*tis in a Commander*s Power to put all to 
the Sword, by what Artifice can you plead 
an Immunity ? — | 

Midwife, By that of Gratitudez If Male 
Spirits are not wholly ignorant of =_ a 

by crtug 3 
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Vertus ; for "tw « mea recompence to deffroy- 
thoſe by whom we live, But to - 
over that : The firlt Refuſal of any thing is 
molt noble 5 and then you can't deny but we 
have our power of diſpoſing of Life and 
Death before you : Beſides, Life being more 
noble than Death, we have yet the preterence, 
ſince we diſpote of that, and you of thi: 

Executioner, ——= What a vain Contelt is 
here about a Preheminence that belongs te 
neither of you ? 

Gen.———— What have we here, another 
Controller of Fate ? 

Execut. Yes, very often of the Fate 
of Generals and Midwives to0. 

Gen, Oh that I had but a Body, 
and this [»/olent Gibbet Gazer another 3 that I 
might Cane him for his dSaucinels. 

Execut. ——— Not fo pallionate, god Gene- 
ral. —s If you know any other ieaſon be- 
ſides your Sword, pray an{wer ic whe- 
ther*tis not the End of an \ction that digni- 
fhies it ? Or, whether Actions inthem- 
ſelves are either good or ill otherwiſe than as 
they receive ſuch denominations from the End 
which determines them 2? 

Gen. Right ; What wou'd you infer 
from hence, the honour of fixing a Crimi- 
pal's Ear-knot, or piling up the expiating 
Fagat? 

Execut, -—— No, but that my Office be- 
ing the Execution of jult and prudent Laws, 
is far more honourable than: the murthering 
Ambition of Generals, or the Midwitry of 
vicious Humanity, The molt juſt Wars chat 

happen 
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happen,are never without the injuſtice of de- 
ſtroying ſome Perſons, that have no other 
faule but prejudic'd Judgments ; and Midwi- 
fry is ſo blind an Aion, as to make no dif- 
ference betwixt the Legitimate and Lllegiti- 
mate, betwixt Fathers of Countreys and Ty- 
rants; betwixt the Prince and Beggar, _— 
But in a due Adminiſtration of juſt Lawsz 
there's an immediate diſtin&tion betwixt Me- 
rit and Demerit, Vertue and Vice : In ſhort, 
*tis fo abſolutely neceſlary, that neither the 
Body Policick, nor private Perſons can be ſafe 
and happy without itz and therefore nobly 
great, and meritorious, as a Preſerver of No- 
bility amongſt other Conditions. 

Gen. [ never decide Di any 
other = than by my Sword; therefore if 
you perſiſt in cheſe Herehes, prepare to end 
the Argument by force. 

Execus. I never fence, nor reſiſt till 
I tie wp my Adverſary ; it you'll carry till then, 
I'm fure I ſhall convince you. 

Midwife, —— Diſpute and quarrel as long 
as ye pleaſe, I ſhan't yield the preheminence 
to either of you 3 —— Beſides, 'tis unjuſt, 
{ ſince we are all Proſelytes to our own Concluſi- 
ons, ) to give Judgment deciſive upon our 
own Caſes. If you think it-convenient, 
we'll refer the Diſpute to the Arbitration of 
by Athenian MWercurp, whowill do us all 

uftice. 

Execut.—— Agreed. 

Gen, —— March then ; but, 1 will lead up 
The File thither, 


DIA- 


DIALOGUE XXV. 


| Between the Spirits of Two Pro- 
' jectors. 


I OW A well fleds'd Cully, 

juſt come to Town , and 
brought along with him an unbawk'd Fancy, 
a ftrong Faith, and a deep Purſe ! Very 
. well, — 'Tis no common Catch, — a hand- 
fom plauſible Harangue 5 and he's mine ; But 
yonder's one of my Comrades. Holo 
; Brother JP10jJect02, What Proſpe& have you 
of your Diſcoveries in the lower World ; Are 
they like to ſucceed or not? = Pm 
vpon the wings of an imaginative Faculty ; 
and am fancying my. ſelf in purſuit of the 
Game. 

2 Sp.— Firſt let me ſee how I ſhall come 
off in what I'm now upon. 

. 1 Sp,—;, Why have you not yet effefted 
your Promiſe of recruiting the exhauſted ſtores 
of Nature about Thunder and Lightning ? 

2 Sp. What do you mean ? 

1 Sp.—When Nature was commanded 
to multes,up all her Se/phary Stores, and Ven- 
geance call'd for their diſpoſal on the Cities 
of Sedom and Gomorah, *twas you (if I miſtake 
bot) that offer'd to raiſe a new Supply with- 
out a Bankrupcy of any of the four Elements. 
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2' Sp, That I have done long ſince ; 
but the great buſineſs in hand is 

1 Sp. ——— Is what? Ill warrant you- *tis 
fome Intriegue that you are for managing 
when you come into the Body : Come we'll 
ſuppoſe our {elves already there 3 — What 
wou'd you be at ? 

2 Sp. Twenty Thouſand Pounds at 
leaft, and a Name to out live Monuments. —» 
The Notion's freity and coming ; and me- 
thinks I fee « Coach. and Six a lictle behind it, 
attending me as a {mall Teſtimony of fach 
2 uſeful Diſcovery. 

I Sp. Then youll forget me ; At- 
tendance and Ceremonies will prejudice your 
Eyes from looking upon your old Friends; 
In ſhort, you'll be moulded into a new Na- 
cure. 

2 Sp, cl], ſince you will be fancy- 
ing Incorporation, methinks I hear your Que- 
ſtion urg'd inthe Body, and my felt making 
Excuſes, and coming over you for a handſom 
Treat, on purpoſe to ſeek an opportunity of 
telling you how laiting my Friendſhip wou'd 
be. Methinks I alſo ſee you vex that you 
were prevented in the Queſtion , and my lelf 
asking, What u become of all the auxiliary Ma- 
gatines ſent in by your credulous Diſciples ? 

15S Your Fancy's pretty near the 
Truth ; but I cou'd tell you that you'll be ar 
a {trange loſs without an Apprentithip of ſe> 


| ven years held in the Subterranean Conclave, 


o*h* Southern ſide of the 'T——lc. 
2 Sp,— Why, what's to belearn'd there, 
more than Decoy or Wheed!;ng in a Yo —=re 


Squire or 120 ? 1 Sp. 
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I Sp. = To come off handſomly after 
all, and manage the Concern fo wiltly, as 
never to fail bringing the «ſef«l Diſcovery to 
_ but for want of Two or Three 

dred Pounds more, which will oblige 
the Exgager: either to reſign their firſt Inte- 
reſt, rather than come in deeper , or force 
*em to the laſt ſhift of paying their Footing, 
( whichis, Breaking, ) and commencing Pro- 
jetor themſelves ; which, in my Opinion, is 
a very fine Trade amongſt foft Heirs, cre- 
dulous Bankers; nay, amongſ{t all that are 
Babes in Warldly Philoſophy. But to wave 
the Thoughts of the Body, and return to our 
firſt Subjett. -—— You have ſupply'd the 
exhauſted Stores of Thunder and Lightning, 
&c. Pray which way are your labouring 
Thoughts employ'd now ? And what farther 
Diſcovery have you to communicate to the 
Univerſe ? 

2 Sp.——*Tis a weakneſs to deſign before 
Projetiers; and the fureft way that can be 
found outto be ſupplanted ; theretore 1 deſire 
to be excus'd,farther than to tell you in gene- 
ral Terms : I am effering Prepoſals to the Kegiſter 
of Fate, for .a regulation of zbe S0IItICES 3 1 
know no Reaſon the Sun thowd not be call'd 
to an Account for being idle twice a Year) 
when the Inconveniences of his loytring are 
ſo deſtructive to the whole Frame of Na- 
ture, by burning up its radica! Moiſture on 
one fide, and ſuffering the other ſide to lie 
impriſon'd in the Chains of Froſt and Dark- 
#e{s, without the leaſt demerit. 
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1 Sp. —— Indeed this has not yet been 
conſider'd ; but won't it diſoblige the Com- 
putation vt the 4frolegick Souls ? 

2 Sp. Particular Intereſts muſt not 
come in competition with a general Good : 
——— But admit fuch a ſmall inconvenience ; I 
can quickly redreis that, 

1 Sp.—— Nay, then you'l encroach up- 
on my Studies ; for ] have been drawing a 
Scheme of the Regulation of Time KC. for 
which I expe no tmall Recompence. 

2 Sp.——Pray where does your Calcula- 
tion begin ? 

1 Sp, —From the very Minute that the 
Deluge began; which , as I take it , was 
about Seven a Clock i'th' Morning, trom the 
Creation of Souls 2193 Years, 6 days 3 + 
Minutes. 

2 Sp. 
neſs. 

1 Sp.——'Tis neceſlary ; or I had chang'd 
Winter for Summer before now. 

2 Sp, — Well, and have you any thing 
elſe to promote ? 

x Sp, Nothing at preſent, but to 
ſecure my ſelf from being pump'd out of my 
Projett, till I am certaig of my Reward. 

2 Sp. Farewel then. 

1 Sp. — If you had not been in haſte, I 
cou'd have told you how Noah's Compals and 
Sea-Card were the very firſt Enterprize 1 
brought to perfettion : But more of this the 
next Meeting, 


You pretend to great Exadt. 
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DIALOGUE XXVI. 
Between Two Travelling Spirits. 


1 Spirit — EL L met Brother ; how 
fac this way ? 

2 Spirit. Into the Sphere of Saturn; I 
have only that part of the Univerſe to be ac- 
__ with; and at my return home, [ 

all have a compleat Fournal , with ſome Re. 
marks, not a little curious and diverting. 

2. OP. I am juſt come from thence, 
and am willing to give you a particular Re- 
lation of every thing there? But pray what 
are the moſt curious Remarks you have met 
with in this long Ramble. 

2 Sp.—— In the Region of the Moon I 
found ſome ſurprizing Novelties; particular- 
ly, the manner of that Planet's Motion. — 
The Moon is generally believ'd to perform 
its Circuicion by a Principle of Selt-Motion, 
which Nature at firſt communicated to it ; 
but 'tis an Errour ; for the Moon is a Lifele/s 
inanimat: Maſs, and can no more move of it 
ſelf than a Pewter-Diſh can; nor is it ( as 
fome have concluded ) bowl'd along by Spi- 
rits amongſt the reſt of the Stars ; for then a 
ſwinging Gigantick Spirit wou'd fometimes 
throw it out of its due Cariere, and make it 
rub, or tall foul upon ſome of the other Pla- 
nets. No no, ſuch Caprices in Nature are 
— ?Tis continually 
yy carry d 


carry'd along by half a dozen Spirits ih alarge 
Lanthorn , half of it tranſparent ; and the 
other half dark, and theſe half dozen Spi- 
rits are reliev'd by another half dozen,onct in 
four and twenty hours.: The reaſon of its 
ſeeming Increaſe and Decreaſe, is nothing elſe 
biſe the turning of the darker or brighter (ide 
of its Lanthorn more or leſs dire#ly or obl:quie- 
ly towards the Globe of the Earth. I can alfo 
aſſure you, that chere's not one Star in the 
Heavens that moves of it ſelf; but what are 
carry d along by Spirits ( plain Spirits, not In- 


| telligences, as fome Philoſophers dream ; for 


there's no ſuch Beings. ) There are mariy 
ſtrange Opinions amongſt Mankind aboutthe 
Motion of the Heavenly Orbs: A Spirit that 
left its Body ina Dream,juſt when I came in- 
to the world of the Moon, gave us ſome mer- 
ry Tenets about it; as, that the Elements 
were divided into Spheres, like the Films of avi 
Onion, and that ſuch and ſuch Stars mov'd in 
ſuch and fuch Films. Some again held, That 
Stars were put upon Strings like Beads, and 
puſh'd on by Legions of Spirits, Some wou'd 
have *em half under and halfover their Films, 
and Chanels cut for 'em to roul along: Some 
believe that the Film is tranſparent, and that 
Stars are bowld along up em: Some, that 
they hang under theic Films, and that there's 
a kind of a mucous Matrer, which makes 
*em ſtick like Flies wich the teer upwards to 
a Cieling : but fome believe there's no fuck 
things as Spheres, Films, or Diviſims of Ele- 
ments; but that they hang in the Air upon 
their own Centre, whirling about like Boys 
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Tops at Shrovetide. Thus far the humane 
Spiric diſcover'd the wild Opinions of his 
Brethren. 

1 Sp, —— This is pleaſant indeed ; but I 
believe I light on ſome Paſſages as remarka- 
ble. You kuow that every Globe has its per- 
ticular ether, which moves along with it ; 
and that there are indefinite Spaces, Vacunms, 
or Interftitiums betwixt the Planets, if not, the 
vertiginous motion of one <rber would 
juſtle with another. You are alſo fatisfy'd, 
that the Globes of 7Zercury and Luna, have 
either of *em a Republick of Philoſophical 
Souls, that left their Bodies, and yet re- 
tain their old Notions. — It was my 
chance to travel that way when there was a 
publick Diſpute betwixt forae late deceaſed 
Carteſians, and foine Peripazeticks ; every Soul 
was arm'd Cap-a-pe with Dilemmaes, Propoſe 
7:0ns, Objections, &c, But the Diſpute about 
Motion and innate Ies's, was manag'd fo 
warmly, that they forgot their Footing,which 
was upcn the extremity of the Vortex, and 
down they came fluttering into the andefinite 
Space or Vacuum | was telling you of. 
Very well ( lays a Peripatetick Soul, this 
Fall = no Motion, b2caulc there's no Continuity 
of Matter to meaiure by ; and therefore I de- 
ſie you all to prove a poſlibility of getting 
out again. A Carteſian Soul fell a laughing at 
iuch a Chailenge, and told him, he ought to 
get a new Body, and make Experiments , 
and afcerwards conſider the Theory. 
No, ſays the Peripataick; it cant be done; 
and therefore I'll not offer to budge till I ſee 
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a Demonftration of a poflibility , itt Mood 
and Figire. And as they were examining, a 
certain Minor which was propos'd, comes a 
Comet, and with a Bruſh of its Tail fcowr'd 
the Vacuum, and daſh'd rhe Diſputants upon 
the Vortex again. 

-2-Sp. —-- And what became o'h* Cauſe 
then ? 

1 Sp,—— It was put by till another Con- 
ference, by reaſon of a black deformed Spiric 
that had had the Misfortune to leave its Bo- 
dy for a worſe Place , which came roaring 
and howling into the midſt of the Carteſian 
Souls, crying out, Where's the Spirit of Des- 
Cartes, that pretended to prove a Deity by 
Innate Ideas, when he ſhou'd have prov'd fuch 
Idea to be the Idea of a real Being ; 'twas the 
weakneſs of this Argument that damn'd me: 
Beſides, Pm continually chous'd and hunted 
about by a company of ſnearing Devils, 
that ſtigmatize me with the ſcandalous Cha- 
racer of a Carteſian Spiritz pointing at me 
with their ſocty Paws, as I paſs along; Do ye 
ſee ( ſays one) yonder Inhabitant of the 
Carteſian World : See ( ſays another ) the Ar- 
tiſt chat preaches of a ſubtle Matter which 
forms the Liquidity of Bodies. Pray (ſays 
a Third ) will you go ask your Maſter what 
he means by the Survs forming a great Vertex of 
fluid Matter for the Stars to ſwim in? And 
whether the Sun is both Agent and Patient 
in ſuch a Formation ? It not, of what pre- 
exiſtent Matter he forms this fluid Matter ? 
Or, whether he pretends ro an immediate 
Creation of it out of nothing ? with a thou- 
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ſand more ſuch puzzling > nam, which 
doubles -my damnation, to ſolve 'em.— 
Now Mr. Des Cortes, if you can keep up your 
Credit, and mollifie my Plagues, do it quick- 
ly : —— Don't trouble me yet, reply'd the 
Philoſophical Spirit, leſt you ſpoil a new 
Notion that I left unfiniſhed upon my Death- 
bed. O ( ſays the Black Diſciple) that my 
Mafter ſhou'd ſtudy to damn People when 
they are dead ! 1'l] warrant you , *cis to find 
Out the reaſon why Mercury is Jometimes near- 
er the Earth than the Sun : But pray, by the 
way, what's the Uſe of this, and a thouſand 
more ſuch Phenomena's, it Vertue be the 
proper Task of the Intelle&t, & it the buſineſs 
of a wiſe Man be not Talking, but living ? 
Thus the poor Spirit troopd off again with- 
out his Errand, railing his inviſible Chains, 
and calling Philotophy Beelzebubiſm. 

1 5p. This was a very ſtrange Paſ- 
ſage indeed, and puts me in mind of half a 
dozen Philoſophical Spirits, which were hud- 
dled together, and tyd Muzzle to Muzzle in 
the Baſtile of Mercury, for pretending to find 
Qut a way to appear viſible to Mortals, with- 
out the aliumprion of Aerial Bodies, or any 
other Vehicle ; as I palsd by *em, there was 
one that had his Notion too fſetled to remove 
itby ſuch a Treatment. -——— Courage (ſaid 
he ) Comrades; Til procure a ſpeedy Manu- 
miſſion from this Cage , by appearing in 
this poſture to the Inhabitants of every Globe, 
and making 'cm ſcad Ambatladors to our 
zudzesabour 15. wn Say you {o ( ſays one 
of 'cra ) I pray make a Demonltcation to 

us 
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Pre-eriſtent Sptrits, 

us firſt how it may be done. Thus; (reply'd 
the other ) The Repreſentation of Things: is 
net always confin'd to the ordinary Method 
of aſſuming the ſimilitude of the thing ſeen 
into the Eye, which neceflarily ſuppoſes 'a 
Subje& to be aſſumed; bur the vifive power 
may exerciſe Ideas and Similitudes of things 
that are not , by indiſpoſition or illuſion. Thus 
by beating up the interior Organs, and acting 
briskly upon the Fancy, I can make the Pati- 
ent to believe a reſemblance of what I pleaſe, 
or I can deceive the Eye, by indifpoſing it, 
through the annoyance of internal Fumes , 
Vapours, &c. Thus have I made Ex- 
periments on Perſons, who, whilſt they have 
been lying in Bed, wou'd look upon the Win- 
dows, and ſee Curious Globes, and Figure of 
all ſhapes and colours, which wou'd move before 
the Eye, if the Eye follows 'em, or wou'd 
purſue the motion of the Eye, it ir drew from 
'em. I might add the poffibility of accom- 
pliſhing my end by falſe Refractions of Light, 
Interp>»ſitions of Bodies, &c. But PIl lee that 
alone till I come intoa Body ; when Pl} take 
ſome pains to undective the World below 
abour Apparirions of ill Spirits, which are as 
commonly form'd in the Eye, as inctcs'd in 
Aery Vehicles. Hold, not a word more of 
their Cuſtoms ( reply'd the other ) leſt we 
ſhou'd be over-heard, and fo receive double 
Puniſhment for Correſpondence witch. Apo- 
ſtates — Thus the poor muzzled wrerches 
were confin'd for fome time ; hut at their 
Trial, they; upon urging: fome ſuch Argu- 
ments as | have now ofterd, convinc'd their 
R. 3 Judges, 
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The Dventures of 

Judges, and were again ſet at. Liberty, 
_ 2+ Sp. I :emember I was there at 
the ſame time, and there came in a Meſlen- 
ger Poſt-hafte, ſaying, There are juſt now ar- 
rw'd a great number of Separate Souls upon 
the Confines of the Moon, that pretend to bring 
in Remonfrances againſt the whole Philoſopbical 
Academy of Souls 3, at whieh, the Spurit,of Ari- 
ſtotle., who was always good at Subterfnges 
and By-boles, complain'd ot Indiſpoſition; and 
thag,he wanted to converſe with the Spirit of 
Gale; but he was no ſooner clear of the 
Crowd, but he mounts up through/the Calum 
Empyreum, and gets out of the Wicket into 
that waſt indefinite Space, to be free'd from the 
imporgunate clamour of his thouſand thou- 
fand..Diſciples flutering about him, I cou'd 
not forbear following him, to ſee the humour 
on't ; and amongſt other chings, I overheard 
him crying out, Oh that I bad been Alexan- 
der's Horſe, inſtead of he being my Pupil ; 
then 1 had liv'd quietly im Hiſtory, aud bad been 
ouly,Curyetting, Pawing, or Neighing i» tbe 
Fancy of the Learned : But now ( Wretch that 1 
em ) I've div'd ſo deep, that I heve nct only 
loſt. my-ſelf,, but am aiſo acceſſary tothe Deltry- 
&ion of my Proſelytes. Methinks I ſee my ſelf 
catching at Imp1{1ilitics, and inſtead of 'em, 
graſp ſome ſtrange bewitching Dream, that has 
ezber Bloſphemy againit the Gods mt, ors a 
ſacrilegious Story of ther Secrets, belymng what I 
cou'd mot diſcover. Metbinks I alſo ſee that in” 
quiſitive Race of Mapkind liſtning to partake of 
the forbidden Notions, and ratber than fail, 
tbey tern wver my Works (0 oft till they find Pw 
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Pre-eriffent Dpirtts. 
thing in 'em, that I my ſelf never thought of, mor. 
deſign'd. Hereupon, they begin te explain FNCOM- 
les , till they are ſerv'd by ſucceeding 
Ages as they ſerv'd me ; but the whole Blame and 
Puniſhment reterts upon me, becauſe I [et em: firſt 
at *work. Oh that I had defind QLectti? to have 
been Vertue; and Ce to have been Vice; 
Td ſcap'd the pany of ſo many duplicated Dam- 
nations, and might have walk'd quietly in the 
Battlements of the Moon, withour Noiſe and 
Diſurbance. IOW 

But as I was intent upon the: Phiſoſopher*s 
Expoſtulations, I ſaw ata diſtancerthree Mil-- 
lions of ſeparated Spirits, all Femaler'z they 
had been ridicul'd, and chag'd out of all the 
Globes for their awkward Dyefles, and 
brought along with *em the Faſhons of Two 
and Fifty Languages into the Indefinite Space 
above the Heavens. Some had got Ruffs a- 
bout their Necks as big as Cart-wheels; ſome 
Head Dreſſes as large as the "Tail of a Comet ; 
ſome were in one Dreſs, and ſome in ano- 
ther; a few were rubbing and ſcowring the 
outſide of Heaven, to make it tratiſparent, 
that they might ſee to dreſs their whole Bo- 
dy by it ; ſome were doing, fomie were un- 
ing ; ſome were pleasd, fome in a Paſſion: 
fome lik*'d their own Mode the beft, arid ſome 
preter*'d that of another; and ſome were 
quarrelling with every particular Dreſs, and 
made up a Targon of all Dreſſes togeabior : But 
to ſee the different! Figures, Poſturss; Court- 
ſies, Complements, and Tittle-tarttleamongſt 
'em, made me believe that they W#fe-fome 
Generation of Spirits which F had never 
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heard of: Whereupon, I appiy'd my ſelf to 
the Arifotelian Soul 1 told you of, to deſire 
his Opinion; who told me, he had done Opinr 
oning ; but if I wow'd ask the Spirit behind 
me, I might be inform'd : Upon which, L 
turn'd me round, & ſaw a Thing all hung with 
Clouds and Vapours, in an Aery Humane 
Shape, wringing his Hands, and ſighing at 
a wretched Ratez as I made up to him, I 
coud hear him ſay, Poor Heraclitus, 
Whither now ! Hoſe thou ſearched the whole Uni- 
Perſe, and every particular Globe of the Creation, 
70 retire from new Objet of thy Over-pity ,and 
all this, to find the preate/t bebind in this Indefi- 
nite Space? Alas, now I am deſperate in my 
Seerch, and will give ver, ſince Female Spirits 
ere ſo wedded to Impertinencies, as not to leave 
<2 rhen dead. — Upon the mention of the 
Word Female Spirits, 1 troop'd off with all 
the ſpeed imaginable,for fear of being caughe 
up for a Foot-Boy.Spirit,by one Madam C =— 
in Exchbange-Alley ; who 1 well knew was as 
proud of a Livery-Boy, as Paint and Fucas : I 
- had no-ſoonergot within the heavenly Wicket 
again, but 1 ſtumbled upon a Diſputation that 
was held upon the Verge of Saturn. But I 
came a little too late, and coud only hear 
the latter part of the Conference ; which by 
Blurcality of Voices, fix'd a Liberty of Conſci- 
exce, and that the Spirits of Jews, Pagans, 
and Chbraſians, ſhould all be tree to believe 
themſelves. Children, of Philoſophy, and. of 
ibe Numigr,gof the Eg, 1 palsd on from 
thence without taking any Leave; ( for there 
are no Spwits among the Stars, that uſe Ces 
| remonies, 
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Pre-eriftent Spirttg. 
remonies , but Emropean Female Spirits , and 
they were moſt of them chasd our of the U- 
#iver/e, as I noted before 3 and coming near, 
the Globe of Fupiter, there was a great Con- 
courſe of Spirits about a Chalenge berween 
a Heathen and Chriſtian Philoſophick Soul, 
concerning the Burning up of the World: 
Here might Humanity if they'd had Eyes and 
Proſpettive Glaſſes ſtrong enough, have ſeen their 
old Maxime confuted, which ſays, There's no 
penetration of Bodies; for here were at leaſt 
ten Millons of Spirits got together all into one 
Body to hear the Diſpute; but there was ſuch 
a fluttering Hubbub, that the Orators were- 
fain to leave off a while, to ſee if the Noiſe 
would ceaſe ; tho? in vain, for every little 
Audicor wou'd pretend to Jidtate, and give his 
Opinion : I cou'd hear one ſomething louder 
than the reſt, crying out, — Alas, alas, if 
the World is to be burnt up, and all the Stars 
conſum'd, what ſhall I do for a Lodging 3 I 
ſhall ne'er away bags Converſe -> mo 
nine Spirits in the idefinite Space ; Oh, lays 
another, for my Maſter dvifath, how Sladly 
wou'd I learn o'er again the Leſſon of the 
World's Eternity, that I might be able to con- 
fute this Litigious Spirit, that pleads for an 
untenanting of the Stars. Another was for 
Bantering ; and faid , the Univerſe woud 
make a prodigal Burne-Offering. Thus one 
cries out one thing, and another another ; fo 
that the whole Ailembly began to vate it pe- 
nal to name ſuch a Topick ; and that there 
ſhou'd be no more ſuch Chall for fear cf 
2 Tumult- You know I was always a m_ 
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tal hater of Tumults and Quarrels ; fo that 
being in hafte to get away, I made but, one 
flighe to the World in Fen; where I light 
upon a very high Mountain ; but I had not 
tarry'd long there,but the Mountain was 
{urrounded* with Myriads of Female Spirits, 
Arm'd' Cap a-pe with immaterial Javelins, 
Bows, Darts, and Colours of War ; and one 
amonegft the reſt, comes upto me, giving me 
to underſtand in ſhort, chat I muſt either 
quit that Globe, or prepare to encounter all 
che Inhabitants ; which were moſtly Amazo- 
wians and-Stoiceſſes, and had a Charter from 
the Secretary of Fate, to make that Globe 
their Retreat, to ſecure *em from the Inſo- 
tencies of Male Spirits ; and allo, that they 
had the Privilege to chaſtiſe all intruding 
Male Spirits as they plea&d, by a Court Mar- 
rial ; and therefore , ' believing me to be a 
Traveller, and a Straiger to their-- Cuſtoms, 
were fo courteous, as togive me time and op- 
portunity to diſpoſe -of my 

ſelf as I-pleas'd.—— I view'd 
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Toe, andconſidering her Air ** = 
and Features, I remember * - 
that in my laſt Search in the & 


Regiſtry of Fate, Lhad feen 7 q N & 
her Charafter, with this Sig- 
nature over againſt it. 

I had no need to ask Queſtions upon this 
Reflexion, knowing the X:4d/e would be re- 
foly'd in another Globe, 4»no Dom. 1691. and 
ſo withont apy acknowledgement of the Ob- 
ligation,or &ther complement than in thought, 
I ſtood off again ; andin about two Seconds 
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of a Minute, got to the Boundaries of the 
World in Mars: There I was up to the Lars at 
fixit daſh, amongſt Malc-Spirir> 3 (torgive the 
Expreffion,'m to be embody'd ſhortly, ) and 
found 'em generally calling Councels of War, 
which put me upon- the Curioſity of enqui= 
ring what Religion they were of; and I was 
informd they were moſtly Chriſt;aw Spirits : 
and upon asking what their General was? I 
preſently concluded, Nothing at all, A 
ſtrange kind of Exreflion, Brother, is not it? 
Bur 'tis not ſtrange, when I add, That-it was 
farther told me, they were to fight againſt, 
and deſtroy one another, for fuch\mean In- 
tereſts, as ( whea-examin'd,) are not worth 
the exerciſing any Paſtion but Date. Indeed 
this amaz'd me above whatever I met with in 
all my Rambles, altho* the next Encounter 
was not altogether -unworthy my Reflexi- 
Ons. — *Twas thus : | 
A. little farther - was a Nunnery of Sperits , 
wherein a certain Faule had been committed; 
but I dare not fay what, for fear of proſecu- 
tion the next time I -travel that way, ſince 
the Law was fatisfy'd, in giving up the Cri- 
inal tott.2 Wob of Spirits ; which hand- 
led her ſeverely enough ; and afterwards a- 
way they hurry'd her to a certain Meeting of 
Diſſenting Spirits; and having pull'd the Noz- 
reſiſting Preacher off his Pedeſtal, ( for they 
ule neither Chairs nor Pulpits in that Globe,) 
one of the Ring-leeders mounts, and begins as 
follows : 
Liberty, Boys, Liberty ; away with theſe dull 
Caming Spirits, who , under pretence of being 
| good, 
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The Adventures of 
good, only meet —_ ainft our Freedom: Why 
do they tell »s of hard Names and thinking, 
and not preach up Liberty, or ſomething elſe 
that's new ? For my part, ['m for Toleration 
of nothing but what ſuits my Humour. Nv 
matter who's uppermoſt, or what the laſt of next 
Council decrees 3 *tis all one to Ob ; and who- 
ever « of my Opinion, let him hold up the 
dirty end of his Wand, and cry Tluck.— 
Hereupon, they all cluck-d fo loud that the 
Spirits which carry'd that Globe, ran away 
from their Commiſſion, and down it fell be- 
ewixt Merewry and the Sax, and ſpoil'd the 
Prolomaick Syſteme of the Heavens ; for my 
part, I got out of it as ſoon as I cou'd, and 
lefe the Rabble, who were going to pull a Pe- 
dant out of his School, for Tyrannizing over 
one of their Brethren. 

I was no ſooner got ſafe out of the Whirli- 
gigg-Planet,butI met with Charles's wain,Jaden 
with twenty dozen of Souls, bundled up cloſe, 
and laid neatly upon Pillows of Snow ; as I 
came near, to ask the meaning, up ſtarts one 
of them, and call'd me Impertinent and Saucy, 
for not making my Honours before 1 ask'd 
Queſtions; whereupon, I made a very bum- 
ble Grin, and calld *em worſhipfut Dons ; 
thinking 'em to be Spaniſh Souls ; upon which, 
one of *em condeſcended to tell me, in an- 
twer to my firſt Queſtion, That they were 
Gentlemen Souls, and ſcorning the Drudgery 
ol walking into their Bodies, were accom- 
modated with that Heavenly Calaſh to ride in, 
cautioning me for the future to be more ex- 
at in my Diſtintions, and to eb/erye - 
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erence 10 the Honourable. It growing late, 
Dena into the next Star 3 where the Inha- 
bitants were very ſmall, yet very courteous, 
and entertain'd me handſomely that night. 
The next Morning I fet out upon my Rom- 
ble again,and met the Caravan, (alias Charlss 
wain,)the ſecond time,laden with a new Shoal 
of Spirits, and bound for the other world ; at 
which I began to make my Homwowrs ( as pre- 
caution'd) but was laugh'd at by the Waggo- 
ner, who told me, they were a 
of Pick-Pocket, High-wey, and Clipping Spirits, 
( that is deſign'd for Bodies of ofefli- 
ons) and foreknowing the unkind Treat- 
ment they were to meet with in the other 
World, wou'd not go into their Bodies ; but 
were forc'd to be carry'd. I was a little vex'd 
at the Miſtake ; but you know (Brother) that 
Travellers muſt comply with Cuſtoms, and 
put up Indignities on al hands. 

1 Sp,— Tis very right z and without ſuch 
com , tis better to tarry in ones own 
native Star, where there's freedom both to 
ſpeak and at, without conſtraint But 
amongft all your Rambles, did you never 
make a Viſit to the Globe of the Earth ? 

2 Sp. Don't mention that Place, if you 
have any reſpet&t tomy Eaſe; for as it is the 
very Setling and D2eg. of the Creation, fo 
have its Inhabitants proportionable Qualitica- 
tions. 

1 $p.——Pray pardon my Inquiſitivenels, 
and give me one Inſtance ; I know not by , 
what Fatality ic comes about ; but a new The- 
ory of Pain is as bewitching to me, as a /mal 
Prattick in Pleaſure, 2 Sp. 


A gy Why then Imagine 
your ſelf amongft a numerous Crowd of Mor- 
rals 3 every one a Baſtile jor Vaticen to your 
old dear Acquaintance 5 Suppoſe you faw 
your Relations looking out of Mortel Eyes, 
( as the Grates of Pritens;) and now and 
chen ſtealing « Glance at the Skzes, the place 
of cheir old habitation: Suppoſe you alfohear 
one calling out to. you, Pray pay me a Viſit 
at night, when the Body has little need of my 
Attendance, that I may give you an Account 
what an ambitious, reſtleſs Lump it is chat I 
animate : Pray ( faysanother ) come ſee me 
when my Body's aſleep, that I may have 
ſome vent to my Sorrows, by telling you the 
vaſt difference betwixt a Body'd and an un. 
body'd Spirit. No, ( ſays a Third, ) but if 

ou'l come 'and fee me, I'll preach the Do- 

rine of Humanity co you ; poſlibly it may 
have ſuch an effet upon you, as you may 
eſcape the firſt Damnation for three or four 
hundred Years longer. ppoſe you hear five 
Thouſand more beginning to make their 
Complaints, and the Body, like a Tip-ſtaf , 
or Serjeant,hurrying 'em away into new expe- 
riments of Horror, before they can tell their 
Story out. 

I Op. Hold, pray no more ; 
Fve enough of Humanity : Let's be gone; if 
your way lies towards the World in Saturn,.ll 
bear you Company, 

2 Sp.——Pm oblig'd co you: March then. 
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Between the Spirit that 1s to be laſt 
imbody'd, and the Spirit that is 
to be firſt re-united to the Body 
at the Day of Judgment. 


I Spirit,——Þ4J Old , hold , Brother, done 
leave me yet : — Alas, 
he's gone, and with him all the whole Society 
of Spiris ! What have I to converſe with now 
but inanimate Globes, aud ſenſeleſs Conftel- 
lations? What ſignifies it that I am Lord of 
al}, when I have no Subjets to reign over 5 
no agreeable Mate (I mean, of takes Spe- 
cies,) to accompany me? Unkind Fate, to 
imbody all the Thowſand Thouſands of my Bre- 
thren, and to leave me to wander up and 
down the Univerſe by my felſ! ——— The 
World is to me a fort of Priſen, not by D:- 
minution, but by Deprivatiou ; tor a Priſon is 
not properly calld a Priſon,for being fo great, 
or ſo little ; but being a Confinement from ſuch 
and ſuch Enjoyments, —— Oh: that 1 coud 
ceaſe to be, or tranſmigrate into any other 
Claſſis of Creatures) For what ſtate is more 
unhappy than that which gives a power of en- 
Joying Good, and denies a Subjet# to exerciſe bus 
power upsn ? — Butſtay, why do I repine ? 
Some 'Spirit muſt neceilarily have _ og 
| all 3 


laſt ; and tho' it is I, yet it cannot be lohg 
bue my Turn will quickly came... . - 

2 Sp. Nine hundred ninety nine Millions 
of Millions, Letme ſee again 3 poſ- 
ſibly my Calculatios may be falſe. —Suppoſe 
once more, that everryMan (computing one 
«Man with another,) is compos'd oft a handful 
of pure Earth, all the Particles of the other 
Elements being ſeparated from it , then it 
follows, that juſt ſo many Handfuls of Earth 
as the Globe contains in it, may be made in- 
to Men ; but no more, unleſs the God of Na- 
ture will make more Earthly Globes 3 for 
when every- Man riſes at the Day of Judg- 
ment, -and afſumes his own particular hand- 
ful of Earth, if there ſhouw'd be more Men 
than Earth, —.— Ha;—— Some Souls muſt go 
without Bodies ; which is very abſurd. ——- 
Nor : isit very reaſonable, that the. Earth 
ſhou'd not every Bir of it be made into Men, 
that when they come to take every one their 
own, there may be no Earth left 3 and then 
'is an eafie thing for the laſt Fire to conſume 
the other Elements. No, that won'c 
do neither ; — for I'd forgot that Man is 
made of. all the Elements; and therefore 
when all the Earth is ſpent in making Men, 
the Elements muſt be ſpent likewiſe, that is, 
the whole Earth, Air, Fire and Water, will 
(when every one takes their own,) be equally 
divided, and march up and down an Erer- 
nal Jndefinite SBace, or Vacuum, in living 


Glorify'd Humanity. — Very well, — now 


I have it; 'There were at firſt 9999999999 


Spirits, and there's juſt fo many handful 
| Duſt 
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Duſt inthe Earth. Now if I cou'd telt how 
many Spirits are yet unbody'd, *tis but ſub» 
tracting the: Remainder from the firſt Num- 
ber, and the difference is the Handfuls of 
Earth that are yet to be made into Men ; and. 
when I know this, I ſhall know how long ic 
will be before 1 ſhall be re-anited again to my 
Body, which I was ſeparated from about 306 


Tears ſince. Methinks I long to renew the 
old Acquaimtance, 


I Sp, What Mathematical Soul is this 
that's computing the Day of Fudgment ? It 
has always been too deep a Secret for Hu- 
manity to pry into, 

2 $p,—— 1 have laid by that dull heavy 
ary - 2 great while ſince. 

I Sp But 'tis ſaid, that Angels them- 
ſelves are ignorant of that Day. 

2 Sp. Yes, they were fo at that time, 
when ſuch Words were ſpoken, becauſe they 
knew not how faſt Spirits wou'd be unbodied, 
er how the Age of Man might ſhorten ; nor 
conſequently how long it wou'd be before the 
World was made into Men ; but if you can 
give me an Account how many Spirits are 
yetunbody'd, I will tell you juſt now how 
long it is till the Day of Fudgment. 

I Sp,——— Nage of 'em but my ſelf. 

2 Sp. — How ! are all the 999999999 
Souls ( which were mad upon the fame day 
that the Angels were } tent into Bodies, ex- 
cept you ? 

1 Sp —Yes all but my ſelf; I've juſt now 
parted with my laſt Companion. 


| F 2 Sp. 
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2 Sp, If fo, the date of your pre-exiſtence 
is juſt at an end 3 perhaps within this quarter 
of a Minute 3 for there's always ſome young 
Body or other gaping for a Soul to aQtu- 
ate it. 

1 Sp.——T ſhall be very glad of it ; for 'tis 
afflicting to be the only remaining Creature 
of one Species. 

2 —_— fo. But — 

I Sp. Farewel ; I am call'd away too, 
and with me the whole Race of unDodied 
Souls loſe their Name, and change their very 
Nature. 

2 Sp.——— Is he gone ? T knew it 
cou'd not be long that he had to tarry,—— 
Let me ſee; No, -—— That won't 
do; That's right ; upon a modeſt com- 
putation, the World muſt expire within theſe 
70 Years; for it's great odds this laſt unbo- 
died Soul will be ſeparated again before that 
Perzod : Beſides, there muſt be ſome left a- 
live, which will undergo the ſame change 
without dying, as the Body and Soul will do 
at their Re-«nion ; therefore perhaps within 
theſe 750 all will be over. ——<— Now 
methinks I ſee thar little ſhare of Duſt that be- 
longs to me, receive its firſt Impreſſion, and 
beckon tome to renew our old Acquaintance 
and Union ; Methinks I ſee my ſelf as eager 
in my Embraces of my old Comrade, and as 
buſic in exerciſing my Offices of Perception, 
&c. as ever. But I'm at alofs as to the man- 
ner how, becauſe of the inexpreflible Change 
that my Organs muſt undergo, Bur T1l ler 


that Thought alone. ſincs I'm ſatisfy'd, Ex- 
perience 


gerience. will teach me, thatand every thing 
elſe within a very ſmall Reyolution of Time. 


—— 


DIALOGUE XXIX 


Betwixt Two Spirits ;, one that pre- 
tends to deny Pre-exiltence, and 
the other to prove it. 


15 —_— 7 Fee am I? Whence is 

: my Original? And to 
what end am I deſign'd ? 

2 Sp.—— You are a pre-exiſtent Spirit,made 
upon the —— Day of the Creation 3 Your 
Original s Nothingneſs, as to the. Subjeft ; but 
& to the Cauſe, it is the Eternal Mind. ; who, 
when he ſees fitting, will provide you a Ba- 

dy to ad in. 

1 $p,—— What do you mean ? For my 
part, I believe you and I are both of us juſt 
now cr2ated ; but if you are pre-exiſtent, 
and it now is 5909 Years and more ſince the 
beginning of your Exiſtence, pray anſwer me, 
How many Sons Adam had ; what part of the 
Year the World was made in ; but don't anſwer 
after the old Evaſion, wiz. at all times of the 
Near 3 but in what Sign the Sun was firit 
placed? 

2 Sp I have forgot now, *tis ſo long 
hn ce. | | 

I 5p. 


1 5p, — T' chought ' Reminiſcence had 
been co-effential with, or a part of the Na- 
ture ofSpirits ; for according to the beſt De- 
finicions, the Soul isa Cogitative Faculty. Now 
if Thinking , Diſpoſing , Meditating , Exa- 
mining ;} Compounding , Dividing ,- Appre- 
hending, Joyning the Subject and the Actri- 
bute, Afﬀirming, Denying, Suſpending, &c- 
be the Fun&ion and Natural Ads of the 
Soul, it is neceſſary that Memory be an ef- 
ſential Actribute of it; for how is it poflible 
to compare two things together,unleſs we re- 
member the Firſt after we have examin'd the 
Second ; far to think of two Things at once,is 
impoſlible,and itis ſo granted by all thatmake 
a duediſtinftion between a Finite and an In- 
finite Being 3 being what comes neareſt this 
A, is the quick diſtintion of Letters in 
Reading, or the ſwift, yet regular Motion of 
the Fingers in Muſick. Now fince Reminif- 
cence is co-eſſential with Souls, an Argument 
may be drawn from hence to prove you de- 
generate, it not a Nox Exiſtent* 

2 Sp. That I have a Being I'm cer- 
tain, and this Converſe with you, demon- 
ſtrates it. 

1 Sp. — Come, Fl grant you for once, 
that you are pre-exiſtent, if you'll grant me, 
that my Body which Im juſt now going into, 
is alſo pre-exiſtent, and was created before 
Adam had a Being ; but I'll ask for no Con- 
ceſlions, which Pil not firſt deſerve by de- 
monltration : For I may prove my 
Body contemporary with Adam's altho* not 
viſible till above ooo Years afrer he was 
created, 2 Sp, 
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2 $p. ——Pray how can that be? 

1 Sp,——- When Matter was created, *twas 

2 great Store-houſe of all other Beings that 
were to be created from it, all 'which lay 
confuſedly ſleeping in their Chaos; but of this 
Lump was Adam created 3 and it to, he him- - 
ſelf was potentially in it before he had a ſpe- 
cifick _ After his Creation , he was 
maintain'd from the productions of Earth and 
Water, by a deſtrution of, or more proper- 
ly, through a converſion of their Natures in- 
tohis. - Hence Adam's Children were only a 
Tranſmutation of other material Bodies, or 
the Effet of Meat and Drink in new Fi+ 
gwres, which lay once in ſuch and fuch Crea- 
rures,and before thatin the material Chaos we 
firſt ſpoke of. Now ſince the Mechanifm 
of Nature is order'd that it cannot be de- 
{troy'd (unleſs by its Author,)but only tranſ- 
muted or chang'd into other Matter; asa Fire 
that burns, part of it goes to Aſhes, part into 
Soot, part into Air, but yet is always ſome- 
where, or in ſome thing; ſo that all the viſi- 
ble Changes we fee, are nothing elſe but a 
converſion of one Element into another back- 
wards and forwards, according to the adapt- 
neſs and modifications of Agents and Patients; 
This conſider'd, it will plainly appear, that 
that Body which I am juſt now going 
into, was the laſt year part of it growing in 
ſuch a Crop of Corn, part of it in ſuch an 
Apple-tree, part of it in ſuch a River, part 
of it in ſuch an Ox, Sheep, Fowl, &c. and 
only by a proper Revolution of Particles un- 
der different Species, fo adaptly —_—_ 
s that 


that Nature found the Compoſition to fit one 
new diſtin& Species by it felt ; and accordi 
to its iffion, or firſt Settled Chain 
Cauſes produc'd a humane Body, fit for the 
Aduation and ConjunGion of a Spirit. Hence 
*tis manifeſt my Body was as ſoon in the 
Boſom of its Cauſes as Adams, and the laſt 
Body that ſhall be created, as ſoon as mine. 
Nay,to go farther,ſince fromEternity the great 
Creater did deſign to make a World, from 
which my Body was to be produced, I might 
lay, that my Body was from all Eternity de- 
fienedly and potentially, rho* aFually in time, 
which is the utmoſt that can be ſaid of the 
Pre exiſtence of Spirits. And I dehie every 
Spirit in the Univerſe, to prove the leaſt dit- 
ference in Time betwixt the attual Com. 
mencement of the Exiſtence of its Body, and 
its ſelf, or that the Potentiality of beth is 
not equal, to wit, eternal. 

1 Sp. This Argument wou'd hold, if it 
cou'd be prov'd, That the Soul « not ſo clogg'd 
and incapacitated in its Af of Reminiſcence by 
eoming into the Body, but that it might eaſily re- 
colle&t what has happen'd in its pre exiſtent ſtate, 
For we have innumerable Inſtances of the 
Sou?'s being more incapacitated in its Functi- 
ons one time than another, in the ſame Bo- 
dy, and this by Fits, Diſtrations, Diſeaſes, 
&c. Which to me appears demonſtrative, 
that if the Indiſpoſitions of the Body, which 
are only acculental, hinder a regular _ 
tion of the Soul ; much more may the Body 
ic ſelf, when firſt ty'd to, and made coeſlential 
with it. 
| 2 SP. 
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Pree-eriftent Spirits, 

2 Sp. We'll grant, much depends on the 
Body, as to the Mode of Perception and a&ti- 
on, but not ſo very much as is ſuppos'd 3 To 
mention that leiſure time of Dreams ; When 
perhaps the Body and Soul have the leaſt 
attual dependance one of another, we ſhall 
find the habit of Reminiſcence freſh at awa= 
king again ; but to ſhew for once , that the 
Soul does not forget what it a&s when ſepa- 
rate from the Body, by reaſon of the y's 
indiſpoſition, Conſider the Caſes of Trances, 
Examinations of Witches, &c. what think ye 
of a Soul that has rambled out of the Body 
for two or three days together, and when it 
has return'd, and the Body reviv'd, it has 
told of infallible Truths fome hundred Miles 
diſtance, where it ſelf atually was: This we 
have hundreds of creditable Inſtances to prove? 
which conſiderd, does fully ( from the firſt 
preſuppos'd conſequence of Reminiſcence, ) 

deſtroy the Dodtrine of Pre-exiſtence. 

1 Sp, —— Well, I ſhall conſider of it as 
ſoon as I have any leiſure ; in the mean time 
Farewel. 

2 Sp.—— Farewel. 
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dark Matter, and Excreinents of Stars3 which 
is the reaſon of its Alb:tude : But the Lower 
World, like Fools, not knowing ſo much, da 
fancy ic to be the Way for the Souls of the 
Bleſled to mount to Paradice.—— Come, let's 
be gone ; we'll quickly intcoduce ye into Sa- 
gitarinsr's Acquaintance. | 

Cupid,—— I long to meet the Artif, that 
we might give you ſome -Divertiſement by 
our Skill, —— But, pray, which is the Way 
to the Lower World ? 

Vegit.— You mult leave Vepus on the Left, 
and 1o to 19 Degrees, ;o Minutes 'of Capri- 
corn 4 afterwards the Coaſt is clear, and divi- 
ded into Right Lines to all parts of the Globe. 

Cup. — Farewel), Gentl-men; Im in haſte 
now, I'll call again ſome other time. 

Vegit.—— And is the Impoſtor gone ? Cer- 
tainly he was Cupid, Why were we fo be- 
witch'd as to believe him ? Cou'd we think the 
God of Lowe cou'd ſpeak Truth, when al! bis Sub 
jetÞs are groew to Lying. 


— — 


DIALOGUE Dx. 


Between an Aſtrologer and a Moun- 


tcbank. 


—_— \ T Hich way with your Circum- 
ferences, Compaliles, Figures ? 

&c, Ha! What Project's on foot now ? 
Aftr.---- 


| 


Pre-eriſtent Spirits. 


Aſftri—— To ſurvey the Stars, and take a 
Note on the Influences written on their Fore. 
heads, 

Mount. ——— Why fo? 

Aſtr.—— Pm fure I ſhall be an 4frologer, 
and 'tis good to make Colle&ions againit 1 
have need of 'em: I have a ſtrong Fancy that 
I ſhall be the Prophet of Europe. If Vd been 
imbody'd but Twenty or Thirty Years fince, 
I had been the Second Lilly, or, at leaſt, his 
Succeſſor, — Pur if, afcer all, 1 ſhou'd for- 

et what I now do in this Pre cxiſtent State, 
ſhall be hardly put to it, about the Fate of 
Great Peeple, the Change of Wind and Weather, 
Sweet hearts, Loſſes, Teavels, Life, Death, and 
every thing elſe, unleſs you'll keep Correſpon- 


dence with me. 


Mount.-— Ay indeed, ſuch a Correſpon- 
dence wou'd make you famous ; but Pye juſt 
receivd a Commiſlion to take Poſſeflion of 
an Embryo, fated for a' Meuntebank : So that I 
can ſerve you in nothing, but by giving you 
mo of the Death of thoſe he deſigns 
to kill. 

Aſtr.- That will be ſomething : But 
what ſhall I do for the reſt ? * 

Mount, As the reſt of your Neighbours 
do: Gueſs at what's moſt probable. 
| £ſffr—— Then I ſhall be miſtaken fome- 
times. 

Meunt.— 'Tis your Intereſt you fhou'd, 
or you'd be Arraign'd for a Wizard. 

* Aftr.— *Tis hard fuch an exquiſite Skill 

and Death ſhou'd be Rivals. But 1s there no 

way elſe to e{cape the Fagot, and be famous? 
T Mount -- 
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Mount,>—— Yes, as a Licensd Way, as we 
have to kill People, 

Aſtr. Pray, what's that ? 

Mount. —_ Bring other eriors intq a Con- 
federacy. with, you, who deſign, near ſuch a 
Time, to Plot, Fight, Mairy, Sail, Maſque- 
rade, or any thing elſe that is to be done; 
and then fall on Propheſying : But you-muſt 
be very confident, and remember a great ma- 
ny Authors Names, {no matter for their 

orks,) the pretended Influences of the Stars, 
and Examples of tha Wonders you haye per- 
form'd, and other Meaſyres ſuitable to the 
blind Side of che Enquirer. And if you can 
but Rhime, ke young Ez/ly o'er his Pills, your 
Cuſtom grows as thick as Hops, and you may 
lye in Bed and gather 'em. 

Aſtr-=—— Now I'm ltock'd indeed, to. gull 
three quarters o'th' Town. But won't my pre- 
ſent ColleRions alſo be uſeful ? 

Mount.——— Yes, if *twere poſlible to re- 
member; hut the Clog of Humanicy depreſ- 
ſes the Vigour of our Facultics, and makes us 
quite different Beings : So that what I've told 
you now , mult be repeated in the other 
World, and that will be ſufficient, with good | 
Management. | 

Aſtr.——Pm ſaisfy'd. But what will you | 
do to be as famous as he that caine lately (all 
at one time, I think *ewas) from all the Courts 
in Chriſtendom, into this part of the Globe ult 
under us? You know who I mean, the Stars | 
tell me fo; 1 can't forbear trying my Fa- 
Culty, 


Mount ,--- 
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" Mount —— Right: I wasa great Familiar 
with his Soul, before Adam and Eve went to 
Bed together. . About 2593 Yeats fince, he 
was for going into a young Criſpin; and 1 ve- 
ry hardly diſſuaded him, by telling him, his 
Miſtriſs wou'd be $killd in Palmeſtry , and 
read his Paſs into another World through his 
own Styrrup-Leather. 

Aſtr. A kind Diſappointment. But 
what's this to the Queſtion I ask'd ? 

Mount. cl}, he's ax famous JMounte- 
bank now, and cures every thing that he fails 
not in; and when he miſſes, he cannot loſe 
his Reputation, for he left that behind him in 
Ioly, where it ftarv'd to death. © 

Aſtr.—— How came be to be ſo famous 
then ? 

Mount. Een as you mult ; by Confe- 
deracy, thus, The Lyer that Pakes ule of, 
to roar about the Stage, and tie ghe unthink- 
ing Mulcicude together, having.gat a credu- 
lous Patient, takes the lilly Thing bythe Hand, 
to that Corner of the Stage where the. Curtain 
hangs, and the li{ning Doctor behigd it ;- — 
and then he begins to examine what Grie- 
vance ? Where? How long ? and {ſuch other 
like Queſtions:as are for his purpole. Where- 
upon the Doctor draws oft at a diſtance, and 
the Patient: js-iairaduc'd ; to whom he tells 
every thing, like-an Qyacle, without any Que- 
ſtions, receives his Fees, andiets a little longer 
time (for fuck@ deſperate Cure) than he de- 
ſignstp tarry. And fo he deals with the whole 
Generation of Adi, to the latter-end of the 
Chapter, — There are a mr =" 

nay 
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handy Ways of killing People, and pettin 
their Moneys for't, but tis not for my Intere\ 
to make *em publick, leſt the World ſhou'd 
be convincd againft I ſet up, and ſtone me, 
amongſt the reſt of my honeſt Fellow-Tra- 
vellers. 


DIALOGUE X. 


Between Two Spirits, about the Re- 
trogradation of the Dragon's 
Head and Tail. 


I, Sp.mm—_— ID you hear of the Dragon's 
; D Frolick ; 

2. Sp.——" NotI : I have been upon the 
Ramble theſe three Days, IT am but juſt now 
arrivd in this Region,and am going to tell my 
Landlord Aquar;us, that I have no deſign to 
bilk my Lodging. But, pray, what'is this Fro- 
lick you talk of ? 

I. Sp. The Drepor's Tail taking it ill 
tocome always behind,- grew very importu- 
nate to lead the Head for one Day ; and the 
Head being tyr'd out with continual Sollicita- 
tions, agreed tO be led : Accordingly the Tai! 
ſet forward , and began ' his Journey ; but 
wanting Eyes. ſoon miſtook: his Courſe, and 
rambled to tbe Borders of his Regions, where 
he tell down, and light upon Aquarius's Water- 

pots; 
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pots ; which flew with fuch a Noiſe, that the 
lower World thought ic a Clap of Thunder. 
Piſces being the next Sign, (and peeping above 
Water, to learn what ſtrange Motion that 
was ) cry*d 01t to his rwo Fiſhes to ſecure them- 
ſelves, for the Leviathan was upon the Scam- 
per for Prey. The Dragon (which he thought 
to be the Leviathan) being ſo bruis'd with the 
Fall, began to repent of his Retrograde Jour- 
ney 3 for his Head, by ſuch a Motion, got the 
Vertigo, and dizzy Drunkennefs, his Body was 
Cut by the Pitchers,beſides the Abuſes the unfor- 
tunate Traveller light on from the Inhabitants 
of that Region; who taking him for a Mon- 
ſter, began to ſurround him, maulling him 
with the Ream of Libre, and the Fragments 
of the Pitchers, without asking Queſtions, or 
taking the Legal Procedure againit him far 
the ſuppoſed Invaſion, 

2 Sp. This Accoungjs ſurprizing, eſpecial- 
ly being ſo near my Lodging. Methinks this 
wou'd be very proper for Application, if the 
Story was toid in the lower world, where 
Reaſon is poſtpon'd ro Senſe , and theill Con- 
ſequences ſeldom taken Notice of , till 
the whole Man is ſhipwrack'd and loſt ;— 
Bur what became of the Dragon ? 

1 Sp. Nature tinding her work imper- 
fe, without the re-aſlumrtion of the fallen 
Wretch into h's place, and that the whole 
Generation of Aſfrologers wou'd be at a loſs in 
their Obſervations, order'd the Dragen to be 
= into the one of Libra's Scales, and a 

eight into the other, fſufficienc co mouns 
him up into his own Region ; which was ac- 


cordingly 
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cordingly done ; where, being arrived, he 
ſet head foremoſt, and ſwore by all the Pla- 
nets he wou'd never be rul'd by his Tail a- 
22in.————The Tail being aſham'd of its Mil- 
carriage, hid it felf betwixt che Legs, which 
is the Reaſon that the little Stars in't diſap- 
pear'd , when Archimedes thought to have 
found *emat the end of his Teleſcope. 


A 


DIALOGUE XL 


Between a Spirit and his Friend, 
lately Imbodied in an lafant. 


Spiro \ / Hat. have you forgot your old 
Com patiorcor are —_ aſleep 
as well as your Body 279 Y 

Friend, ——W ho's that ? 

Spi.—— Your late Friend A ;—— when we 
parted, you deſir'd me to pay you a Viſit in 
your new Lodgings ; and you knew I was al- 
ways punctual at an Allignation , where 
Friendſhip was the Motive: 1 long to know 
what Entertainment you have light on, 
what Liberties you enjoy , or what Con- 
finements you lic under, that I may take an 
Eſtimate thereby what haveto truft co when 
my Turn comes, 

Fr.——To give a Journal of my Enter- 
tainment, will be juſt che ſame Satisfaction 


that a Criminal has when he is no longer per- 
plex'd 


he wad 
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lex'd betwixe Hope and Deſpair ; but is af- 
ur'd he ſhall be hang'd ; bur you are nor 
deny'd the Criminals Comfort, to wit, Com- 
pany : Bur rivt ro detain you from Particulars, 
when I parted with you, I immediately ſhor 
into the Embryo I told you of, as ſwift as a 
Falling Star, and before 1 was aware, I was 
diſpers'd through the whole Lump; not a 
Finger or Toe but 1 was bub 'ir't, as the 
haſty Heir is amongſt his Coffers and Leaſes 
when his Father's a dying ; but as to my firſt 
Motion , I thought 'twas juſt like a half- 
drown'd Fly, when the Sun begins to ſhine 
upon it, which firſt puts out a Leg, then a 
ing, and ſo by degrees gathers Motion, ill 
it preſumes upon its own ſtrength, and new 
Adventures 3 fo I, firſt a Knee, then an Fl- 
how, , then a Heel, and fo on, till I grew 
ſo troubleſom a Gueſt, that my Mothercry'd 
out for help,to be ſhit on me; & ſo by a Writ 
of Ejetticn diſpoſleſs'd me of my warm Tene- 
ment,and turn'd me our into the wide world, 
naked, helpleſs, and fu! of Tears: Bur then 
began the Plague ot Dependance, and the 
Date my Misfortunes; for yon will find 
when you come into a Body, that a Soul does 
ſympathize, and receive an Impreflion of 
Plcaſare or Pain, accordihg to the reſent- 
ment of the Senſes, & wice verſa, the Body 
participates in the Eaſc or Diſturbance of the 
Soul, I am now but juſt ſix weeks old, and 
methinks *tis longer than the Six Thouſand 
Years of my Pre-Exifence ; tor I'm horribly 
abusd Night and Day. *'Tis ſaid, 7he Ape « 
ſawery tender of her young ones that (he frequent y 
ns ſ 
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bugs them to death ; but my Nurſe only mocks 
me with ſuch a Kindneſs ; for when ſhe has 
almoſt ſtrangled me for want of Breath, ſhe 
recovers me to ſtrangle me again. And if I 
TIecl) or Smart, am ſwadled coo ſtraight or too 
looſe, am hungry, or over-cramb'd, *tis all 
one; fer I've no way to declare my grie- 
vance, but by ſprawling, making a foul tace, 
or exerciſing my treble Organs, and that 
does not avail me neither for I'm only look'd 
upon to be peeviſh, and out of humour; 
whether this Uſage will kill me, or whether 
I ſhall weather ic out to abide worſe, I know 
not : But this I know, That if I was to begin 
my Pre-exiſtent Statq again, I'd take heed of 
ſuch extravagant Rambles as coud be atton'd 
by nolefs a Penance than ſuch an Incorpoxa- : 
tion. 

Sp.——-[f you find ſuchPenance for Pre- | 
exiſtent Extravagazces, alas what will become | 
of me, who am in ten times deeper than 
you ; the foor of my Account will be ama- ' 
zing, when your ſmall Debt has ſuch ſevere 
ExaGions. | 

Fr.—-I don'c know that, but pray with- 
draw ; here comes th Nurſe to beflabber me 
with Caudle ; if ſhe finds the Body without 
me, and unactive, the Houſe will be all in an 
uproar, and my new Companion will be laid 
out , and itarv'd to death; and I dread a 
ſecond Change, remembring the old pro 
verb, Seldom comes a better. 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE XII 


Between the whole Order of Rational 


Souls, and Two Intelligencers 
from the other World. 


OI ne Complaints ftitt 2 
Shall we be for ever plagu'd 
with Repetitions of the harſh Reception our 
Fraternity find below ?——— Here,—— Who 
are the Friends of the Parties incorporate ? 
Stand forth, and declare your Grievance. 

t tell. A great Intimate of mine, and 2 
Member of our Order, is unfortunately ty'd 
to a Fidler, who runs eternal Diviſions, to 
the great Curſe of every Viſitant's Ear ; never 
conſidering, that what delights him, may be 
a great Mortification to another. One of 
his Acquaintance the other Day, being tir'd 
with a Whimſey, on Green Sheves and Pud- 
ding-Pyes, (an Air well known to the Muſical 
Tribe in that Globe,) began to be tree with 
him, telling him what he thought of his En- 
rertainment ; and in Conctaſion, broke his 
Crowd and Fiddle-ftick. | 

Order, Perhaps he might deſerve 
it. But how cou'd the Soul (your Friend) 
falfer by that Accident ? 

1. Intell, —T ask'd my Friend this very Que- 
ſtion; and he anfwer'd,—— That tho? by a 
Habitnde of Incorporation he began to love 

the 
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the Body, yet he was ſo much afraid of Vio- 
lence, (being a Party,) that he try'd all the 
Windows of his Tenement, to make an E- 
ſcape ; but coming to the Ear, he heard the 
welcome Sound of Impoſe leſs on your Friends, 
and ſo farewell. My Friend thinking the Storm 
was over, began to love the Ezr for the wel- 
come News he heard in't, tho* indeed 'twas 
the moſt frequent part of Reſidence that my 
Friend had in the whole Material Fabrick. — 
He had not tarry'd long there, but he was 
fſaummon'd to tune another Fiddle ; but the 
Chamber-door was firlt lock'd, and no Fidler 
was at home for more Viſitants : So away they 
went to work; the Fidier with his Fingers, 
Wry Mouth, and other antick Geſtures ; and 
my Friend, according to his Office of Pey- 
ception, judg'd of Meaſure and Proportions, And 
having tun'd that alſo into the uſual Concor- 
dance, a Mournful Ditty was to be compos'd, 
and ſet, to bewail the unhappy Abuſe of his 
Wooden Apollo; not conſidering that the bare 
Remembrance of a Diſgrace is affliting to 
any body, but one that carries his Sox/ in his 
Ears. Now, my Friend being ignorant what 
Diſtance lay berween b flat and 6 ſharp, or 
how much a Leſſer Third differ'd from a Greater 
Sixth, was not fo able as willing to afli{t his 
Comrade in the Compoſure : Who thereupon 
rag'd, (wore, grew diltracted, and out of Re- 
venge, has cruelly confin'd my Friend to the 
cold Priſon of his Fiddle, where he uſes to vi- 
{ir him two or three times a Night 3 allowing 
nv better Converle, than the dolkclul Accents 


vt Mad Tom 0 Bed/am, 
Order, 
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Order.— This Account is Argument diſmal 
enough to add to our Litany, From Fidlers, Li- 
bera nos, Domine. But who's the ſecond Com- 
plainant - What _=_ he to - dh 

2. Intell.——_— A Race ofg ——-- 

Order.-— Of what ? 

2. Intell. -Of— I dare not mention the ugly 
Name, for fearit brings a Diſtrattion amongſt 
us, and the very Malignity of the Sound in- 
felt us with the Fatality of its Hereſies,— 
Bur if a ral dark Character will fatisfie, 
tis unwillingly ready. 

Order. —— Certainly it can't be much worſe 
than the Accounts we have already. Let's 
have the full, particular Relation. 

2. Intell, — Well, ſince ye are fo covetous 
of what ye will repent, take it. —— A Society 
of Virtucſoes, in which a Friend of mine has 
lately commencd, and for which I'm fure he'll 
be damn'd, has bewitch'd the other World 
with fruitleſs Diſcourſes, unprofitable Diſputes, 
needleſs Digreflions, of Poſſe, Eſe, Quiddity, 
Predicament, and a Thouſand fuch Sounds ; 
by which they have loſt their own Reaſon, 
and defpoil'd their Followers of theirs too. 
They will make every thing diſputable, fo 
much as the Pre-Exiftence of Souls: Nay they'll 
not believe the Exiftence of a Deity, if their An- 
tagoniſt proves ir not by a Syllog:/m, in Mood 
and Figure. Two and Three is not Five among(t 
them, without a Conſequence from juſt 
Premiſes. A certain Heretick Pedans the other 
Day maintain'd a Vacuum, and profelyted a 
ſimple Country Gentleman by ſuch ſeeming 
Reaſons, as he wanted Senſe to conſute, — 

E 2 One 
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One of 'em, as I was inform'd, was this, —- 
It wou'd be ridicalows to think, that when a Gnat 
puſhes back a parcel of Air with its IWings, that 
arcel drives another before it, and that another 3 
and ſo the ſtirring of the Little Toe of a Flea ſhou'd 
raiſe a Bunch upon the Back of the Univerſe. The 
unthinking Plebeian having long wiſh'd Sxicide 
no Murder, becauſe his Miſtreſles Unkind- 
neſs made him weary of his Life, ſtraightway 
recir'd out of the Aſſembly, and thank'd his 
itying Genizs for providing a way to cure his 
elancholy, wiz. by the help of a Vacuum ; 
reſolving to lay the Fault upon Nature in the 
Day of Judgment, that he was accidentally in 
a place, where he cowd not live any longer, 
for want of Breath, Whereupon he imme- 
diately made and executed his Laff Will and 
Teſtament , and took his Leave of all his 
Friends.— And, 'in order to find out a Fa- 
cuum, he causd all his Blunderbuſſes, Guns 
and Maſquets to be laid over a Gate, ready 
to diſcharge ; and behind *em, two of his Ser- 
vants, well mounted, with a hanging Carpet 
between 'em, with ſo much Lead at the bot- 
com-as to keep it tight and perpendieular ; 
and thus, having wiſh'd Happineſs to his fair 
Tormenter, he order'd the Pieces to be fird, 
and his Servants (to whom he had bequeath'd 
his Horſes for this laſt Office of Friead{hip) 
to ſet Spurs to their Legacies, and follow the 
{cowr'd Road, he himſelf bringing up the 
Rear, and charging about for the Vacuwm. 
But, after he had almoſt run himſec!f out of 
breath in a vain Purſuic of it, he retird to the 
Aſſembly of Virizs/ves, which was _ yet 
roke 
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broke up, ſaluting his Teacher by the Name 
of Madman, and Beggar of Queſtions: But the 
Virtuoſo, to maintain his Credit, aſſerted that 
the Gentleman might have found the Vacuum 
if he had follow'd cloſe up to the Carpet. 
Whereupon, another of the Gentleman's Ac- 
quaintance, reſenting his Friend's Diſgrace, 
order'd the fame Trial again, refolving to 
keep up cloſe to the windy Engine, to prove 
the Aſſertion a Falſity but he, to keep 
Ground, ran himſelf out of breath, and fell 
down dead: Which Accident upheld the Cre- 
dit of the Vacuum. 

Another wou'd prove, That a ſmall Thread, 
which as equally twiſted, and all of the ſame 
Matter, wou'd ſuſtain 4 _ weight than 4 
Cable Rope that was unequally twiſted, To prove 
which, he offer'd this Reaſon, That being all of 
@ ſtrength, it had no place to break firit. Alittle 
School-Boy that ſtood by, wiſh'd his Father 
had known that Secret before his Ship-wreck. 
it had been all one, (reply 'd another of his Form- 
tellowsz ) for the Thread wou'd have broke cloſe 
by the Ship, by reaſon of the Additional Weight of 
the reft of the Thread. In like manner, if the 
Thread hmny'd in a perpendicular Line, with 8 
IVeight at the End of it, it wou'd break at the Up> 
per End, becauſe the Lower End wou'd nit bear [0 
much Weight as the Upper End, by the — of 
the Thread. Nay, Suppoſe the Thread laid upon 
s Level, and extended beyond its ſtrength ; baving 
no place to break firtt, it muit break in all places 
at once : For if Particulars cannot acs beyond their 
Power, Generals cannot ; beth c-ming under one 
Predicament, Threc Quarters ot tis Auditory 
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cou'd not underſtand the Boy, who therefore | 
was whipp'd for his Sawcineſs and Interrup- 


tion. So that that Orator alſo fate down with 
his Credit. | 

A Third ſtood up, and, without pretend- 
ing to prove any thing, drove all the Auditory 
out of the little Wit they had left, by asking, 
Whether there may not be an Infinity of Worlds,this 
Globe being not ſo big as thoſe above? Whether 
thus World might not be made out of the Ruins of a 
preceding Old One ? Whether theſe Globes may not 
be the Excrements of the Sun ? Whether it might 
not be better for the next Generation to be taught 
z0 go upon All Four, for ſeveral good Reaſons that 


might be given? Whether the Repreſentatives of | 


Nature's Pudenda were not 4 more proper Badge 


of Honour to wear at a Cavaliers Girdle, than & | 


Sword ſince this is a Mark of Death, and that 


of Life * Whether ths Tuft of Graſs ( pulling | 


' 
' 


\ 


one out of his Pocket) may not be a Man within. | 
tbeſe Sixty Years? Whether, if it were poſſible for | 


one Man to imitate another in all hs Members, 


Motions and Geſtures, that Imitator ſhould not, by 
Equality of Organs, be ſuſceptive of the other | 


Thoughts and Inclination ? Whether an Eternity | 


of Matter u« diſputable ? Whether the Souls of 
Men are Pre-exiſtent, or Contemporary with the 
Body ? Whether it is not a great Abſurdity to at- 
tribute to a Vacnity that yum of Tielding to 6 
Body, and that Space which are the D ncies 
of an Extent, which can only agree to @ Subſtance * ' 
Whether 
Order.——. Hold : No more Whethering in 
V:rtuociſm, Poor Earth! Alas, What Enter- 
cainment can we cxpedt in thee ? We ſhall be 
{weetly 


Pze-eriſtent Spirits: 
{ſweetly brought to Bed if Virtuociſm finds en- 
couragement , and propagates till there's no 
other Trade for us to take up with. Haſten 
our Spindles, dear Parce, whilſt there are 
ſome Infidels, and Oppoſers of theſe Do- 
ttrines. 


— —C_ 
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Between the Spirits of an Emperor 
and a Beggar. 


—_— IS enough for Humanity, 
that knows no better, to be 
Noiſie Querulous, and arraign the Juſtice of 
Fate, and the wiſe diſpenſation of Providence, 
who fits not the particular Chain of Cauſes to 
the private humour of this or that Party ; but 
reſpets the univerſal Good at once: hence I 
am ſatisfied, the deſpicable Poſt aflign'd me, is 
wiſely diſposd, and ought to be accepted 
with gratitude, ſince 'tis inconſiſtent with the 
goodneſs of the D:wine Being, to make a gene- 
ral Good incompatible with a particular 
one; whence it is alſo plain, that I may be 
happy in my Station. But was I to chuſc, 
and knew not what Fate had ordain'd me, 
'd be an Emperor at leaſt ; How full of Charms 
is it zo imitate the Dirvme Origimal of Beings, 0 
ſee whele Kingdoms depend upon me, to be encom- 
paſs d with gternal Heads of Nakedneſs z to have 
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the er of exalting one, and debaſing another 
of ex Virtue” and puniſhing Vice ; of diſ- 
poſmmg of Life and Death ; im ſhort, to be an 
Eartbly God. Now muſt I ſuffer Afﬀronts and 
Abuſes, without the power of Revenge, to 
ſtoop, and acknowledge my dependance to 
almoſt every Being. Alas, what's the mean- 
ing of that Providential Riddle, That Man is 
the Lord of the world ; That Beaſt, Fiſh and 
Fowl are his, whea there's ſv many Rivals- 
that the Title 1s loſt. and one part of Huma- 
nity can pretend fo little to a propriety in 
Rule; That the ſame Predicament ſerves for 
us, and thoſe things we are ſaid to be Lords 
ol? Mandiſpoſes of Man os he doe's of a Beaſt, 
even to exchanging, ſelling, and Slavery, Me- 
thinks it is unaccountable z ſince all are owt 
of the ſame Duſt, ſlamp'd with the ſame Impreſ- 
ſion, equal in therr Nothingne/s, both a parte ante, 
and a parte poſt, Nay their very Souls which 
animate theſe groſſer Vehicles, are alfo equal, 
only acting ditterently, by a more or lefs 
aptitude of Organs, or inequality of Educa- 
tion. 

Emperor, —=- Tho' we Spirits fell not when 
the Angels did ; yet we have certainly the 
lame detettibility of Judgment ; tor 10 :hings 
(eſpecially Oppoſites) canner be both beſt. Call 
you a Beggar's Condition deſpicable and fla- 
viſh? *Tis certainly the happieſt Poſt in the 
Creation; and were it poſſible for Fate to be 
guilty of a Caprice, and caſt Lots once more 
about the Diſpoſals of Emperors and Beggars, I'd 
petition to renew my Chance ; pothbly | 
might the ſecond time alter my Condition, 
and come out a happy Beggar, Beggar, 


Beggar. —— Why to ? 

Emperor. Becauſe there appears to me a 
greater happineſs in an #nenvied Cottage, than 
in the Noiſe Crowds of Flatterers, Little does 
the Plebeian know how heavy a Crewn weighs ; 
how great the Truſt is, and how hard to be 
managed, *Tis the Court that's tull of Trea- 
chery, Ambition,” Pride, Bribes, and ſuch a 
dreadful Carlaogue of Vices, that tis impoſſi- 
ble for the beſt of Men to arrive to a greater 


degree of Goodneſs there, than a Negation of 


Evil. The Watch muſt be kept fo ſtrifily, 
that there's no time to att wirtuouſly. But in the 
retir d Solitudes of Poverty, one Third of our 
Temptations are loſt, the uneaſineſs of the 
Senſe, cauſes @ ſearch after the quiet of the Mmd. 
We have nothing to reſiſt in Solitude, but a 
few ſtragling Thoughts 3 nor nothing to ſeek 
after, but to be happy. There we are free 
from publick Calamities: and private Enemies, 
unenvy'd in every thing but Happineſs;and 'tis 
impoſhible to ſteal that from us, when we 
have nothing elſe to do but to keep it : Nay, 
if we ſhou'd communicate it, we lote nothing, 
but have more by giving. 1 coud reckon up 
Auguſtus, Diocleſfian, Maximinian, Vatins, Enm- 
pedocles, &c. who laid by their Scepters for 
Spades; and cou'd alſo mention how happy 
the Change was; butthe remembrance wou'd 
make my Crown too uneafie, which now [ 
muſt bear as well as I can. 

Beggar.———'Tis in vain to wiſh on ei- 
ther ſide what can't be avoided, But , [ay 
Brother, won't the Caſe be ſtrangely alter'd 
by our different Stations in the other World * — 

Methinks 


The Adventutes of 
Methinks I ſee you ſometimes royally ſeated 


amongſt the Repreſentatives of your Kingdom, | 


ſometimes in private Council, turning over the | 


Cabala, or darker MyFeeries of State, but always 
look d upon as more than mortal, Methinks I 
alſo ſee my elf injur'd and over-pow'rd by 
the Mint of Damnation, and my Addreſſes to 
Jour Hzicbneſs, by Friends or. Petition, in agi- 
tation; Methink: I fee my cold reception, the 
Meanne!s oi my Concerns loſt amongſt Mat- 
ters of greater Moment, and my Importunity 
tor a Diſpatch, aniwerd by the Inſolences of 
& hundred ſubordinate Officers 5 one denies me 
admictance, another turns me out, and every 
one looks upon me an impertinent, worthleſs 
Thing, becauſe I left all my Nobility and At- 
zendance behind me among the Stars. 

Emperor .ww#zRy this you may in ſome 
meaſure judge of the diſtrated Cares of a 
Crown ; how amongſt theſe numerous Com- 
plaints, Petitions, &c. *tis impoſſible to hear 
and redreſs all, time won't permit, and Om- 


wipreſence 1s not confer d to Earthly Scepters, to | 
att every where, and every thing at once. | 


Think y* it not affiitting to a Father to fee 
many of his Children ſtrugling under. Unhap- 


pineiles, and whillt he relieves ſome, others | 
periſh ; and alſo that he has many more un- | 
der the fame Circumſtances, that he knows | 


not ot. 
Bepgar. 


Enough ; let's not think fo 


much on the Evils of Humanity, asto loſe the | 


ſenſe of that litcle Good of which it is capa- 
ble; Not ro be happy is ſome things, becauſe we 


can't in every thig, w an unkind Theft to our 
ſelves 
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ſelves. Compare the Diſtractions of other 6 


Crowns to yours, whillt I examine whoſe Cor- 
tage is meaner thay mine ; and this (with other 
like Inferences, ) will divert the black Refle- 
&ions we have made ; An earthly Philoſo. 
pher could ſay, Nemo Miſer niſf comparatus. 
Come,let's not learn of the World below us ,but give 
them Examples. We can't miſs, if we retzre to 
our Region ; for there being nothing but Equa- 
lity, *eis impoſſible any one ſhou'd pretend to 
be mare happy or miſerable than another. 


_— 
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Berween Two Spirits that made 2 
Contra&t to keep a Correſpondence, 
whoever came to be Embodied 


feſt 


The - 09m pongp y he can underftand 

Spirit. — me, now I have aſſum'd 
this Body of Air.—— Holo Brother have 
been calling theſe two hours to no purpoſe 
Do you hear me now ? 

Bodyed Spirit,— Hear ye! Yes; who are 
ye? And what's your Buſineſs ? 

Unbody'd Sp. What, Have you forgot 
me your old Comrade, and your Contratt ? Has 
this Lump of Humanity ſpoil'd all your Fa- 

Cultics, 
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culties; or are you ungrateful, or over-proud 
ot your new Lodging ? 

Body'd $p,—T don't know what you mean 
by Forgetfulneſs, or Contratt. 

Unbody'd Sp.——— That's very ſtrange : I'm 
certain, This xs the Body you were to animate,and 
by conſequence, vou muſt be the ſame Indiv:- 
dual that agreed with me to keep a Correſpon - 
dence, when you came into this Body. I had 
forgot my ſelf, and have been all this time 
ſpeaking to you in the Langage of Spirits, not 
knowing it was too fine for the Perceptions of 
an Organiz'd Body. 

Body'd Sp.——By this you'd make me be- 
lieve a Pre-exiftent State of Souls before they 
come into the Body : But if there be ſuch a 
State,T have wholly forgot it ; only I have ſome | 
dark Ideas of things when they are mentiond 
that | never ſaw nor heard of before 3 which | 
probably may proceed from the Cognizance [ | 
took of 'em before I was imbody'd. | 

Unbody'd $p.——That's no Argument at all; 
ſince that Idea gives you neither the Species, 
nor the Form of the Thing ſpoken of, it nei- | 
ther be mention'd ; as for In{tancz,If I thow'd 
tell you in general Terms, That at the Weſ?- * 
end of the Vatican at Rome, there's a curious | 
Picture; you wou'd preſently form an Idea Of 
it in your Mind ; but perhaps it*may be a 
Saint, inſtead of a Land-skip: hut to pals over 
that, have you any [dea of the Language of Sp:- 
rits ? 

Bidy'd Sp.-——- None but ſuch as is Orga- 
mical, 
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Unbody'd Sp——Py this you may ſee your 
Errour again ; for Spirits ſpeak one to another, 
as Man does, when he | nr to God in bus Mind. 


Again, Man's Voice is limited ; I mean, when 
he ſpeaks, he is not heard but at ſuch a di- 
ttances but when one Spirit ſpeaks, all the 
Thouſand Millions of Spirits, where-ever dif- 
pore d throughout the Creation, have a di- 

in& perception of ſuch Speech, if direfted 
to them all at once ; or if diretted to ay 
one Spirit, be he never ſo far off, be only 
bears ; and not one of all thoſe that are be- 
ewixt him and the Speaker; fo that tis as or- 
dinary a thing for Spirits to converſe one with 
another at the moſt protracted diſtances, as 
'tis face to face ; but this isonly to your Ca- 
paCity ; for there's no ſuch a thing as diſtance 
amongſt Spirits ; for they are asnear one ano- 
ther, when the whole Calum Empyreum is 
betwixt'em, as they are when both together, 
and yer they are not like God, every where at 
once, or ommipreſent. 

Body'd Sp. This is ſtrange Dotrine to 
Mortals ; pray* how do Spiris move 2 
whether locally by a Medium, or in an in- 
ſtant, or in Time, or how ? 

Unbody'd Sp. None of all this — for 
what is impartible, is not movcable ; tor, ac- 
cording to Humane Philoſophy, (which holds in 
this Caſe,) any thing thac is moving, whillt i 
1s moving, is partly :» ;erin0 aque, and part- 
ly in termino ad quem; which 1s inconſiſtent 
with Impartibility. Nor can a Spirit move {o, 
as to paſs through a Medium : As for Initance, 
Logo from London to Rowe, or Conſtantrnopee, 
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without pafling over the diſtance, or places 
berwixt *'em: Now every thing that paſſes, 
paſſes through a place equal to it ſelf, (as ſuppoſe 
through Air, Water, &:. the place that the 
Body 1s in, is equal to the Body which fills it.) 
Bue the place equal to an Indiviſible Spirit, 
(ſpeaking ad Humanum Captum) is a Point 3 
and therefore if an Angel or Spirit, by his Mo- 
tion, paſles threugh a Medium,he muſt neceſ- 
farily paſs through or number many Points in 
termino ad quem ; which is impoſlible»- To 
ſpeak yet nearer the Common Apprebenſion of 
ker a Man may in his: Mind think of 
France, and then immediately of Syria, with- 
out thinking of Italy, which is the Medium, 
betwixt both: And this comes neareſt the 
Motion of ' Spirit”; now whether this Motion 
is effefted in Tine , or in an Inſtant. ( As 
thus , When God Almighty commiſſiona- 
ted an Angel to go and appear to Manoah, 
whether in coming from Heaven he might 
be a Day, an Hour, or a Minute ; or whe- 
ther he was there in the ſame wſucceſſive 
Moment wherein he receiv'd the Commiſhon.) 
To this we anſwer in reſpett of Men, who 
are ty'd up to the groſs Rules of Time, Place, 
Matter, &c. There was a Flux of Time be- 
ewixt the Receipt of the Commiſſion, and the 
Execution of it : But in reſpe& of the Nature 
of Angels, the Receipt of their Commitlion, 
the Execution of it, and a Thonland Years 
after the Execution of it, were all included in 
one CInſucceflive J2ow : The Reaſon of it 
is this, If there were a Time tor the Begin 
ning of an Attion, and another Time for the 
nding 


Pre-eriſtent Spirits. 
Ending of it, then there wou'd be Succeflion, 
and by conſequence Pertibility ; but that's in- 
conſiſtent (as above) with the Nature of an 
Indiviſible Being, as an Angel or a Spirit are. 

Body d Spirit. But ſuppoſing Motion, Time, 
Place, &c. to be attributed to Angels and Spi- 
rits, inreſpe& to Mankind, as really they are: 
As it may be ſaid, A Spirit ' is in ſuch a Place 
now, was not two Hours ſince. Suppoſing 
(I fay) ſuch a way of ſpeaking, in reference to 
Mankind , how is it feaſible tor 4 Spirit, 6 
Witch; 8c. to be fo, orto go'through & 
bole of a Door ? 

Unbody'd Spirit. Well, allowing fuch a Con- 
deſcention, ad Hwmanum Captum, yet 'tis a 
vulgar Errour. Firſt, As to Witches : They ne- 
ver do it, *tis their: Spirits, and they (I mean 
their Bodies and Animal Lite) are all the while 
in an Examinated Trance, wherein the Devil 
does make uſe of their Fancy, toinform them 
of what paſles at a diſtance in thoſe Aerial Bo- 
dies that reſemble them, and in which. their 
Spirits really are : As Mankind want not ma- 
ny Inſtances of ſuch Truths. A Spirit's paf- 
ſing through a Key-bole is ablurdly ridiculous ; 
for ſince Matter 15 not determinative on Spi- 
rits, *tis all one to them to paſs through Gold, 
Glaſs, or the moſt Contizuens Solidities in Na- 
twe, as to paſs through Air only. So that 
when a Spirit aſſumes an Aerial Body, fince 
Air it felt is Matter, or a Body, and ſince 
there can't be Penetration of Bodies, it follows, 
that a Spirit which is to go through Glaſs, 
Stone, &c. leaves the Aerial Body which ic 


| has, and only paſſes through the G/2ſs, 
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Stone, &c, in its own Nature, and affumes 2 
new\|Body of Air on theother fide ; and here al- 
ſo may be a Solution [of thoſe range Riddles, 
(for fo they are to forhe Mortals,) how a 
Witch receives the Wound in the ſame Part, in 
which the Aerial Repreſentation of her re- 
ceiv'd it | As: for Inſtance; A Falles Angel 
prompts a Witch to affli& ſuch a Perſon : She 

; and being under this Ange?s power, 
he makes uſe of natural Methods, fo as to in- 
vert the ordinary Operation of her Animal 
Powers, (as above,) that ſhe falls into a Trance, 
inſenſible of Burns, Cuts, 8&&c. Now this wicked 
Angel having a permiſſive Poſſeſſion of her Spirit, 
torms a Body of Air tor it, organiz'd, and fit 
for Perception, in which it aflaults and at- 
flicts the Perſon deſign'd : But in all the In- 
ſtances that Mankind can bring of fuch Aerial 
Repreſentations that have been itrack at, whe- 
ther in Humane or Brutal Shape, the Perſons 
that ftruck never fele that they bit any thing 
but Air ; which is a certain Evidence that'twas 
not the true Body of what it repreſented. 
Now, this wicked Angel being preſent with the 
Witch's Spirit, and taking notice where, and 
what the Wound: wou'd have been, had it 
been a rea! Body, amongſt other the Occur- 
rences that he repreſents to the Witcb's:Fancy, 
he in/inuates the Wound, and art the ſame time 
inflicts it himſelf upon the real Part of the Bod 
which was repreſentatively cut or wounded in the 
Phantaſm ; the Witch all the time believing the 
whole to be a real Truth, and acted per- 
lonally, 
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Body Spirie. Poflibly *tis ſo. But, pray, is 
there a Number of Spirits, or different Species 
amongſt 'om ? | 

Unbody'd Spirit. Humanely ſpeaking, there's 
Thouſands of Thouſands ; but in the Language 
of Spirits there's no ſuch a groſs Term as Num- 
ber ; for Mumber is a diſcrete Quantity, cans'd 

a Diviſion of Continuity : But this is incon- 

ſtent with the Nature of Spirits.—- And as 
to Difference of Species, to which we might add 
Equality, or ity, they are Terms adapt- 
ed to Matter; and therefore amongſt. bmmate- 
rial Beings, "tis the moſt egregious Nonſence 
that can be imagin'd. 

Body'd Spirit. Whar's the difference betwixt 
a Spirit's Perception, and ours ? 

Unbody'd Spirit. A great deal, Men think, 
by means of the Senſes. Suppoſe the Eye : 
Firſt, There muſt be an Union betwixe chic 
Sight, and the thing ſeen ; for. Viſion is not 
in A#, except the thing ſeen is after a certain 
manner in the thing ſeeing ; and this not by 
an Aſſamption of the Subſtance, but of the $i- 
militude of the thing ſeen,into the Eye. Now 
this /Viſive Power having aſlum'd a Similitude of 
the thing ſeen into the Eye,the Intelle? abſtratts 
Univerſals from it ; which Ad is call'd the 
Perception, and according to this Perception 
we judge and att. Bur 'tis not ſo with Spirits, 
they have no Perception from divifible gr ſen- 
ſible Objefts; for what by our Senles we 
know of Material Objes, that they know 
from the Efluviums of the Deity. As for 1n- 
ſtance, God is the Cauſe of every Subſtance, both 


a 0 its Matter and Form \ therefore God, 2c 
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